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VERY DEARBROTHERS, MAY THE GRACE AND PEACE OF 
uR LorD Jesus Curist BE ALWAYS WITH US. 
On the 31st of January last, God recalled to Him- 
our very dear Brother Exuprrten who, since 
873, exercised the functions of Assistant. His loss 
as very great indeed. To rightly estimate the extent 
‘this loss, weneed only recall an expression which 
e dear deceased loved to repeat : « In a religious 
i stitute, the members are of real worth in propor- 
i n to their detachment from themselves and their 
nion with God. » Detachment from oneself by an 
ntire self-abnegation and austere penance ; union 
with God by prayer and labor were truly the chief 
characteristics of the eminent perfection which, by 
the grace of God he who has just left us for his eter- 
al reward, had attained. 
_ From the very next day after his demise, active 
fforts began to be made to collect the various docu- 
nents, and evidence, that would enable us to write 
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in the near future a Life of this worthy religious 
_ These researches which the present ine 
would not allow us to defer, explain the tar¢ 
appearance of the present obituary sketch. 


We will strive to give as faithful a portrait 
man and of his « work » as is consistent wit 
first necessarily limited sketch of Brother Exue 
"The man is shown in the succinct recital of the 
that form the web, so to speak, of his life, and 
more, the virtues by which he became, little by 
like to our holy Founder and Model. His wor 
the influence of his action in the Districts of | 
and of Le Puy ; and the development and suce 
the various Institutions of which he was the 
dential initiator. , 

. The life of Brother Exurerten was that of a g 
workman in the vineyard of the divine Fath or ¢ 
the family : a courageous activity occupied ev 
moment of his time: his great spirit of faith 
him seek only the kingdom of God and his j 
Assistant to five Superiors General of the ns 
he was connected with the events which alter 
consoled or mortally grieved their hearts. So ; 
outline his life and the events thereof is to give a: 
uable contribution to the history of the Insti at 
during the last forty years of the 49th century. I Bu 
what we especially wish to offer, very dear tert 
thers, in the present sketch, is the picture of the vir- 
tues practised by one whom our common admira- 
tion has designate sd as the « Saintly Brother Exupr- 
RIEN » : itis to set before you the encouraging exam= 
ple of his efforts to detach himself by degrees from. 
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all that is purely human, in order to act only by the 
guidance of God, the movement of His Spirit and 
_ with the intention of pleasing Him. » 


We have material from three sources with which 
to edit a true account in these pages: the notes 
_ sent us by those who have known Brother Exurenien ; 
his correspondence, of which we have received a. 
part ; and finally, his other various writings and 
notes. The great number of notes which you, dear 
Brothers, have sent us, testify to the high esteem in 
which you hold the dear deceased and reveal your 

titude for his devotedness to you. We hope that 
the reading of this Sketch may awaken other souy- 
enirs which you will send us, so that they may find. 






_aplace in the detailed Life to be written in the near 

future. Some of the letters of Brother EXxurerien 

were destroyed by his correspondents; but those 

which we have been able to collect contain admir- 
le counséls of spirituality, from which we shall 
uote freely. 

The other writings of the dear deceased comprise 
the pamphlets and leaflets of which he was the inde- 
-fatigable editor, and especially, his private notes 

found after his death. In these pages, known only to 
himself, the good Brother Assistant preserved the 
Souvenirs of his numerous retreats, the special lights 
he had received from God, and the various projects 
which, at different epochs, he conceived at the 
foot of the Tabernacle. They were as the treasure- 
house from which he drew the many effective 
lessons we have all received from him with erati- 
tude and love. These notes, read and reread hun- 
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dreds of times by their author, reveal the sentiments 
of this soul so fervent and so entirely given up 
to God to procure His honor and glory, They ma- 
nifest in Bro. Exuprrien a generous determination 
toward that which was most perfect, a constant and 
courageous warfare against the imperfections of his 
nature, an ardent charity that made him perform 
works of heroic mortification to expiate the imper- 
fections of his Brothers, and an almost constant 
prayer for the works in which the Institute is 
engaged. They reveal the formation of the soul of 
an eminent religious, a saint, by the interior action 
of grace and by a series of the most providential 
eyents. And while the word « Saint » in our sketeh 
is to have absolutely no other than a purely human. 
authority, it exactly expresses our own thoughts and 
those of our Brothers who knew him of whom we 
write, 


By his virtues, his exhortations and his examples, 
Brother Exuprrnien was amongst us par excellence 
« the good odor of Jesus Christ ». In offering you 
these few pages, dear Brothers, we wish that by 
them he may still continue his Apostolate amongst 
us. 

In this hope we sign ourselves, with the most 
religious affection in our Lord Jesus Christ, 


Very dear Brothers, 


Your very humble and devoted seryant, 


Bro, Gaprire. Marie. 


: Wren te Ss te lee =e 
a 
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CHAPTER I 











Childhood and Youth of Brother Exuperien. 
(1829-1847). 


_ The family of Mas, to which Brother Exuperien 
longed was originally from Andabre (Herault). 
During the worst period of the great Revolution, 
ervais Mas, grandfather of the subject of our sketch, 
settled at Combes. Here he married the grandniece 
of the saintly Curé of Taussac, guillotined in hatred 
of the faith, the 20th of April, 1794. 
Religious persecution raged with extreme vio- 
lence in the department of Herault during the Reign 
i f Terror and of the Directory. Hundreds of priests 
‘were transported or sent into exile ; six of them 
ascended the scaffold, Many intruders usurped paro- 
-ehial functions, and in some parts of the ancient dio- 
 cese of Beziers, the spirit of Christianity gradually 
. declined, less however, through hatred of religion 






‘and impiety than through a deplorable indifference 
and neglect. Nevertheless, the need of God and the 
things of God troubled manya soul, and even before 
the Concordat, churches were reopened, and the 
people flocked to assist at the holy ceremonies 
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In 1802, the Mas family were established at Pou 
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which, for the past ten years had been suspen 
But the ranks of the Clergy were notably dimin 
ed, and it is not at all surprising that notwith 
standing the comparative liberty granted to th 
church, the Christian life was destined to lang 
for many a day. Such was the moral atmosphere 
which the parents of Brother Exuperien were bo 


a village of the Canton of Saint-Gervais-sur-M 
about twenty five miles from Beziers. 4 
The father gave his family the example of an: 
ive life. Economical and withal joyful, his chi 
were formed toa love of work, and together the 
lived in a happy, peaceful union. - aE 
_ The eldest son married and remained in Pouj 
On the 7th of June, 1829, a child was born w 
ceived in baptism the name of Adrian John 
God had predestined him for a long and fruit! 
career in the Institute of St. John Baptist De L 
Salle, under the name of Brother Exurenien, — 
There are but few details regarding the first y 
of the life of Adrian Mas. Reared with grantee re 
he was the joy of his parents by his graceful m 
ners, joyful vivacity and his ready and cheer 
obedience. He did not associate much with 
children of his native place; a natural reserve and 
great relish for study retained him at his books 
in the house, 
Till the age of ten, he attended the village school 
where he generally held first place in bie classes, 
He had a thirst for knowledge. Reading had such — 
an attraction for him that, in the interest of his 
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health, his teachers and parents were forced to re- 
strain him in regard to this matter. 
His imagination was very fertile, and his curio- 

_ sity seemed to seek for the cause of all that with 

which he came in contact, and he generally found 

childlike comparisons to express his thoughts 
_ which were very correct. His susceptibility, more 
spontaneous than reflective, was easily awakened, | 
and his successive and quick impressions appeared 
as thoughexpressed upon his countenance without 
; the least effort on his part to conceal them. 

The child was pious, and each morning he accom- 

FE panied one of his aunts to the holy Mass where he 

prayed with all his young soul ; and the time was 
oe approaching when God was to inspire him with 
_a persevering relish for things divine. 

_ In the year 1840 his parents had to select an Ins- 

titution to which Adrian was to be sent to continue 

his studies. The father was in favor of the Royal 
- College of Beziers, and the intelligence of the youth 
and the situation of the family appeared to guarantee 
_ the accomplishment of their highest expectation for 
their dear. boy. 
he mother, without knowing much of the Bro- 
thers’ Boarding School of Beziers, was anxious that 
her child should be entered there as a pupil, be- 
cause there was a very good course of studies in 
that institution, and, besides, she was anxious that 


his preparation for First Communion should be all 
that such an importantaction required. 

The desire to be permitted to study under zealous 
and able teachers was now about to be fulfilled. « I 
would wish to go to the Pensionnat of Beziers and 
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_ made his grandfather, who loved him very m 
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to remain there a long while, because there the | 
pils have to work and study very hard. » An¢ 


his advocate to overcome the opposition of his fa 
so that in the beginning of the year 1840 he 
brought to the Brothers’ School at Beziers’ 
study very hard and to remain there a long while » 
Jonger than even he himself could at that tim 
foreseen, 
Although our School at Beziers was only 
years in existence at that time, its reputation ¥ 
widespread, that it counted among its pupils L 
from far and near, from Spain, from Nice and Pr 
vence. Brothers Theotique and Libanos had left 
to go and establish the Pensionnat at Passy,— 
Brother Leufroy was its Director since 1834. ‘&B 0 
Simeon, later the Director of the French Colleg 
Rome, and Bros, Exupere, Theoctene, and > Tele 
phorus were professors in the first classes. oe 
The new-comer had never before seen tl eB 
thers, and was at once attracted by the genial an 
affable manners of his new masters. He betook 
himself with affectionate ardor to his studies, and 
his teachers took a kindly interest in him, sot 
he had not a single moment of ennui. His soul 
soon opened up to the benign influence of piety. The — 
daily reflections and Catechisms of the Brothers, his 
preparation for First Communion and the spiritual | 
directions of the Chaplain of the boarding school, — 
Abbé Birouste, together with his entire correspond- . 
ence to grace, rejoiced his spirit and made him 
delight in the things relating to God’s service, oe . 
. 
: 
. 
| 
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On the 4th of June 1841, he made his First Com- 

-munion, receiving for the first time our divine Lord 

with such evidence of fervor and love, that his pa- 
rents were moved to tears of joy and affection for 
their dear child. 

. « What an advantage », said he himself later on, 

—« have those little shildrén who, in the innocence of 

budding youth, prepare for their first reception of 












remain all through life. » 

On the 16th of August of the same year, he was 
confirmed in the Chapel of the pensionnat by 
Ms Thibaut, Bishop of Montpellier. One of his com- 
panions at the Eucharistic Banquet was Paul de 
ellerin, who later on became a great and good 
Christian Magistrate and a most ardent champion 
_of every Catholic enterprise, to whom young Adrian 
remained greatly attached by a supernatural friend- 
ship. 

- At the distribution of Prizes, he generally re- 
ceived many rewards for his diligence in study and 
for his uniformly correct deportment. On one of 
‘these occasions he received a « Paroissien » which 
pleased him very much. Later on when he became 
Assistant of the district of Paris, he often recom- 
mended that the Brothers give such objects of piety 
4 as rewards to the pupils. ‘cea when it was repre- 
D sented that many of the pupils have little or no 
| ees for such, he answered with much warmth : 

At the first distribution of prizes | attended at 

Beziers, 1 received a’paroissien, and no book was ever 


more* pleasing and useful to me, than that book. » 
ig! 


our dear Saviour ! Often He leaves in their young . 
souls the impressions, the perfumes of grace that 
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_cere and lively piety, he joined an indefatigable 
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He continued during the following years in 
school to manifest the same good will and to ohtaag 


_ the same success in his studies. One of his’ as- 


sociates of that period writes : « Adrian wana” 
charming youth, amiable in character and affable 
toward all. He did not intermingle quite as much 
as his companions in the plays end games. To a sin- 












ardor for study, and his success therein was Be 
riably brilliant. » 


As soon as he was old enough to enter the 
division of the Pensionnat, he was admitted into 
the Sodality of the Most Blessed Virgin. This was 
for him a day of joy never to be forgotten, and of 
which he ever after spoke with evident emotion. | 
now gave himself up entirely to Mary, and— 
tender Mother whom St. Bernard calls the « 
cinatress » of innocent hearts, excited in the bo 
her child the desire to refuse our Lord Jesus Christ 
nothing. Toward the end of his life, Bro. Exupenten | 
loved to recall to the Junior Novices at Pek 
inscription which he so often saw in the Chapel 
his Sodality at Beziers: « No child of Mary shall 
ever be lost. » 2 

In 1844 Brother Leufroy left the boarding school 
of Beziers and was appointed to the district of 
Nantes. He was replaced by Brother Exupere, who 
was to have a great and salutary influence over the 
young Adrian, who was then in the Senior Class. 
In 1845 he was elected Prefect of the Sodality. 

In the weekly meetings he would replace, when 
necessary, the Brother who had charge of the pious 
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association of young men. He would on these oc- 
casions exhort his companion Sodalistes with such 
warmth of. conviction and such enthusiasm, that 
news thereof often reached the ears of the different 
professors. 
At times, the latter listened to the zealous young 
prefect without his knowledge of their presence, 


: and invariably retired much edified by the apos- ° 


tolic ardor manifested by the young man. He sur- 
- rounded his associates with a supernatural solici- 
tude, and often gave them wise counsels which 


were rendered all the more valuable by the virtue , 


of him who gave them. One of his professors said : 
__ « The entire life of Adrian Mas is directed towards 


good, and his zeal is extraordinary. » 


ration toward God by his weekly Communions 
which were always made with the most lively faith. 
He continued this during the vacations much to the 
: edification of the parishioners « who, says a Priest, 
the friend of his youth, admired his ardent piety 
and exterior evidences of the greatest respect dur- 
ing the time that he spent in adoration before the 
Most Blessed Sacrament. » On learning of the death 
of Brother Exurenien, a lady of Poujol said; «1 
seem to see Adrian Mas going to the Holy Table 
and returning therefrom with such piety and faith 
that he appeared to be an Angel. » He gave some 
lime every morning to meditation, and later on he 
confided to a Brother that it was then his custom 
to meditate on some passages of the Imitation, and 
that, he found therein great strength and light. 
Such genuine and ardent piety, which many claim 


The young student sustained this constant aspi- 
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ties of young Adrian. He was docile, affection ate i 


hackneyed ; his poetry was agreeable, and his j p 
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to be excessive in a young student on vaonioaaal i 
tracted nothing from the gaiety and amiable quali- a 


and agreable in the family, and was very mu ch 
loved ; and often the parents were congratulated of te 
iaving such a promising child. wag 


a) " 
















The year 1846 was to see the end of his studies a \ 
Beziers, and the choice of a career. He was n 
president of the literary society of his boar 
school and he deyoted himself with ardor 
works, His writings for it were far from 


little burdened with rhetorical flourish, ‘butla d 
with good sense, and clear, practiéal ideas. : 

But what was this young man to become 
whose intelligence and virtues had made him am od 
el among ty companion students? what was to bi 
his vocation? Many around him asked themsely 
this question : young Adrian reflected seriously up 
it before God. 

Ordinarily grace proceeds slowly when ity 
to detach a soul from riches, from affsctionall ; 
from success in ephemeral things of earth. But for | 
Brother Exurenien, as he once said to a Brother. ne 
rector, the hesitations were not long. He said : «I : 
was during the exposition of the Most Blessed Sacra 
ment at the Forty Hours Devotion: I had an inapiae 
ration to go and pass the time of the recreation in 
the Chapel fora short visit. I went and it was at 
the foot of the Altar that I heard the divine call to 
the Institute of the Brothers of the Christian Schools. 
« His word was pledged to Jesus Christ, and now 
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he must hasten its execution, The young man re- 
ceived from the prudent Chaplain of the School, 
- wise counsels; he must pray much, reflect more 
and wait longer. This was also the recommendation 
of the Director, Bro, Exupere, and the Sub-Direc- 
tor, Simeon, of the Institution, 
In the month of August 1846, he left Beziers. He 
cherished for his Alma Mater a gratitude and an 
affection that long years could not weaken. A long - 
time after, in February of 1885, Brother Exuprrien 
was to be solemnly received there for the first time 
as Assistant. To the, felicitations of his successor in 
the literary society of the Pensionnat he responded 
by eulogizing his former teachers and the Chaplain, 
and then in a burst of heart-felt gratitude he ex- 
claimed : « Lowe all to Beziers! » Once at home, 
rian explained his designs to his parents and 
begged their permission to enter the Novitiate at 
Toulouse, But he met with the most absolute oppo- 
sition to his designs. In order to divert his ideas 
from the project of becoming a Brother, he was sent 
to Nice. He arrived here just in time to witness the 
sudden death of the friend whose family had offered 
im hospitality. 













‘He now returned to the bosom of his family de- 
termined to overcome by respectful reasoning all the 
obstacles that awaited him there. Had not God just 
agive him a solemn warning ? How could he 
_ sacrifice his holy vocation for the few moments of 
_ s0- -called j joy that are called life here below ! 
His folks tried to make him renounce such mod- 
est fut-ctions as were those of an humble teaching 
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Brother. Let him become a Priest, and all sacrifices — 
financially necessary would cheerfully be made for _ 
him ! But no, the young man remained inflexible, — 


-and with that vehemence that we have since so well — 


learned, he answered one of his relations : « How © 
little of God’s holy spirit you have! I am called to — 
the Institute of the Brothers of the Christian Schools — 


_ and not to the priesthood ; and I must obey the yoice 


of God. » 

He consented however to suspend for a little the 
execution of his project, and with a filial ardor he : 
helped his father in commercial affairs. During this — 
period he reserved sufficient time to prepare for 
the Superior Brevet which he wished to obtain be-— 
fore he entered the novitiate. ‘ 

His father died after a few months’ suffering from 
a malady with which he was suddenly stricken. — 
This left the mother with three little children and a — 
fairly prosperous business, but which would be- 
surely ruined, if the eldest son did not remain to— 
take his father’s place therein. i. 

It was now more than ever that new and more — 
urgent appeals were made to the filial affection of — 
Adrian. What need had he, in order to serve God, to 
quit his family where the gravest obligations held — 
him to save it from ruin ? Was it not more merit-— 
orious to be the consolation of his mother and the 
support of his young brothers? At least he should 
become a priest, and then he could watch over them 
and their education. 

But all such representations were unavailing, 
for he felt his salvation secure only in the religious 
life; and he ended all further discussion on the 
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subject by these words, « I must think of my own 
salvation before occupying myself with the material 
advantages of my relations. » 

He was now left free, and on the 28th of August, 
1847 he obtained the Superior Brevet at Montpellier. 
On the 12th of September he left his home in the 
midst of heart-rending scenes, and incompany with 
Bro. Exupere he arrived at the Novitiate of Toulouse 
on the 14th of September. Fortified by the grace 
of God, he had triumphed over his own heart and 
the allurements of the world, 


CHAPTER II 


Novitiate at Toulouse and Professorship 
at Beziers. 


(1847-1859). 


A young man would need a courage of soul and 
an abandonment to Providence of an extraordinary 
nature to enter the Novitiate of Toulouse in Septem- 
ber 1847. The suit known as « Leotade » had for 
seyeral months caused an agitation all through the 
city of such violence that we would scarcely be able 
to form an idea of it, ifasimilar trial had not occurred 
later on in our time, fifty years from the entry of 
Brother Exurerien to the Novitiate. 

Directly opposite the Novitiate was the boarding 
school of which Brother Irlide was then the Direct- 
or. It was surrounded by a military guard; « but 
the moment when all seems lost, is just the time for 
God and great souls », as we so often heard Brother 
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Exurerien repeat; and without a moment's hes! 
tion he entered. ; 





Brother Adaucte, the director of Novices, receive ( 
him with great cordiality, Already aware of th 
moral qualities of his new disciple, he said to him: 
« My oe you come to us ata very perilous m¢ 












erous to follow Hiss, carrying the cross with Him. » 

The time was indeed critical for the Novitiate at 
Toulouse. The hateful and perfidious insinuatic 
against it had begun to frighten the relatives of th 
Novices, and scarcely a day passed without one or 
more of them being called “home by their fam 

However well the Brother Director guarded 
novitiate from the infernal. machinations outs e, 
stilla mortal anguish tormented all t they anal 
hearts, so that the arrival of young Adrian Mane who- 
was so firm in his conduct, made a very favorable’ 
impression upon his new Con freted: many of who 2 
were much younger than himself. The joy of the | 
postulant was intense; he was at last to have no 
other care than to love God and to please Him alone. — 
Nothing discouraged him; neither the severity of 
the regulations, nor the domestic occupations that 
tend to preserve the novices in simplicity, nor the 
trials by which the Brother Director formed his 
disciple to solid virtue. 

Always recollected, very sparing of his words, 
the Director, Brother Adaucte, was venerated by his 
novices as the living impersonation of the primitive 
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_ spirit of the Institute, From 41819 to 1825 he had 

_ known in Belgium Brother Agapet who was pro- 

 fessed in 1771; this venerable Brother had lived in 

France with the contemporaries of St. John Baptist 
de la Salle. 


; 
On the 8th of December, 1847, Adrian Mas was 
ae with the holy habit, receiving the name of 


Brother Exupenizn, in memory of the Director of. 


the boarding school of Beziers. Brother Claude, 
Visitor of Toulouse, presided at the ceremony. La- 
ter, the Assistant recounted his feelings on that oc- 
casion : « I was especially impressed by the ques- 
tion: « Are you convinced that in the state you 
are about to embrace, one ought to seek only God, 
the abnegation of himself, the flight from all vice, 
his own salvation and that of the children? » 

_ On an occasion of the taking of the holy habitin 
pela he said: 





« The more we meditate on this promise of total sel f- 
abnegation, the more we see how impotent we are to 
keep it. But if the work is difficult, God has given us 
an associate in His Divine Son, and He puts into this 
association an infinite capital, i. e. the merits of His 
Divine Son. Your Associate will work with you to the 
fullest extent of His power, i. e. as much as you will 
; bring of good will to the work, If there ever comes a 
P time when the association becomes bankrupt, it will 
; be entirely your own fault; but thén there will not be 

au entire failure with you, for you have a good will. » 


Brother Exuperien was a novice according to Bro- 
ther Adaucte’s own heart, i. e. in the words of the 
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few rare survivors of that epoch, « perfectly regular, 
simple, serious, of great reserve and dignity. » In 
the school of such a master, he understood well and | 
for all time that according to his own expression : 
« God does not call us to drag along in mediocrity, 

but to walk in those paths that conduct to heaven | 
by means of the Cross. » pale4 

Obedient to the more important prescriptions of 
the Rule as well as to the minutiae of regular ob- 
servance, he was an exemplar in the midst of all 
those who were both fervent and exemplary. at 2 

Himself a man of austere mortification, the Di-— 
rector of Novices knew how to initiate his disciples | 
into the practice of corporal macerations. We know 
how well Brother Exuperien learned these lessons of 
his Novice Master. We are told that the devotion of 
the young novice toward the Most Blessed Eucharist 
was extraordinary, and that many took notice of him — 
in his return from the holy Table, in order te be 
edified by his faith and piety. 

In a letter of the 3rd of January 1850, Bro. Fev! 
PERIEN regretted « the time, alas too short, of his 
postulancy, and the days so beautiful and so serene 
of his Novitiate ! » 

« Tell me, » said he one day at Toulouse ; « is 
therein all this world a position more hapii than 
that of a fervent, humble novice ? Oh, how! would 
love to be in your place in a house so holy and so 
well directed, where the blessings of Heaven are 
showered in such abundance !» We may remark 
that if Brother Exurerien enjoyed an unalterable 
peace during his Novitiate, it was because he had 
made for himself an interior solitude in his own 
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heart, into which nothing from without ever penet- 
rated, at least nothing that could ever trouble him. 

The year 1848 was very painful for the Brothers 
of Toulouse. The events of February had increased 
the animosity of the violent party : and in the month 
of March, a lawless crowd invaded the boarding 

school and broke down a large Crucifix that had 
been placed in the garden, A few days later, the 
-schooland the novitiate had to be guarded by a troop 


. 
_ of soldiers. 


— 


Brother Claude, the Visitor, sent him, after his 
. novitiate was finished, to the boarding school at 
- Beziers. In bidding him good-bye, the Director of 
the Novitiate said : « My dear Brother, you have a 
great desire to save souls, but remember that God 
will make use of you only on condition. that you are 
regular, and if you pray, humiliate yourself and 
know how to suffer. » The holy Director saw his 
young novice depart on his mission without fear, 
for he knew that Jesus Christ was in this fervent 
‘soul, so pure and so upright, and that this divine 
P Master would have full liberty to direct him, to 
~ excite or subdue his native energies. 


From 1848 till 1859, Bro, Exurertmen taught in 
three classes of the boarding school at Beziers ; 
during six years the young men of the first class 
were confided to his care. He had the advantage 
(for which he was always grateful) of being guided 
at the commencement of his’career as teacher by 
Bro. Leufroy, who had returned to Beziers with the 
title of director. 

The religious life of the young teacher was so 
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was very dear to him, and a veritable treasure-house 
from which he drew his demonstrations of truth 


and condemnations of error. We all esteemed him 


for his very great piety, for his virtues and his 
knowledge ». 


Shortly after his arrival at the Boarding School, 


Brother Exuperten was placed in charge of the So- | 


-dality of the Holy Angels, and in the first class he 


directed that of the Most Blessed Virgin. He looked | 
upon himself as responsible to Jesus and Mary for 


each and every one of his young Sodalists. To dis- 
cover and to cultivate a vocation for the priesthood 
or the religious life was a great joy to his apostolic 
heart. 

Many a sacrifice he imposed upon himself in or- 


der to obtain for his young men the grace to listen | 
to the divine call and to respond thereto with fide- 


lity. One of his pupils writes: « He surrounded us 
with extraordinary care. He taught us to sanctify 


our ordinary actions by purity of intention, and to 
multiply little sacrifices in order to please our di- | 


vine Lord. His solicitude, at timesa little uneasy, was 
admirable, delicate and reserved. » « I see him yet, 
so recollected during the meetings of the Sodality » 
another pupil wrote, « and speaking to us with so 
much ardor of the great grace of perseverance. He 
had the reputation of a saint amongst us. » A Soda- 
list of this period who afterward became a public 
officer in Spain adds, « I have always venerated 
Brother Exurerien, and his counsels have had great 
influence upon my life. » 

So for ten years Brother Exurenren was a true 
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apostle among his pupils. Surely he was zealous for 
the profane studies in class, but, according to his 
own expression, he regarded human sciences only 


as the « needle by means of which to pass to their 
young souls the golden thread of divine science. » 


Afterward, as Assistant, he became doubly earnest 
through duty and through experience in exhorting 


the Brothers to act as true Apostles. 


Was he not reminded of his own constant efforts . 
to train the consciences of his young men when he 


wrote : 


«In education, the importantthing is to train souls 


to the interior life. Without this, nothing lasting is 


accomplished. But how difficult this is! One may by 
exterior means obtain order, work and pious practices; 


but to engrave the interiorlaw which alone is the true 


formation of the soul, God alone can accomplish this. 
How little it is that we can do for the soul! If we our- 
selyes are not interior and men of sacrifice and of 
prayer, we will become only tinkling cymbals. 

A wet sponge leaves a wet trace on all it touches: 
and so a truly apostolic man whose soul isin some sort 
pregnant with the spirit of God leaves God, so to speak, 
with all those whom he approaches. What we need 
most are souls imbued with the holy spirit of God. » 


The divine plan did not permit Brother Exurenten 
to spend his life in the very meritorious work of 
teaching in the class room. To incline him more 
and more for the particular mission to which he 
was later to be called, God gave him an insatiable 
zeal that could scarcely ever be satisfied. One of his 


companions writing of him says : « During the long 
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conyersations that we used to have togethanae 
generally turned to spiritual subjects and especially 
spoke with great warmth regarding the position « 
trust and responsibility of the professor in the 
houses of formation. Their lot seemed to him_ a 
veritable paradise. » oa ee 

By another impulse of zeal, Brother EXUPERIEN 
undertook to get out a collection of Meditations for 
-the use of the Brothers. Without neglecting any 

his duties, he consecrated to this work all his le 

sure moments; and often did he make long and | 
fervent visits to the Most Blessed Sacrament to ob- 
tain grace for this work of zeal and love. gee 

« For the writing out of his manuscript » said one 

of his Visitors, « he had the happy thought oe 
curing the assistance of three young Brothers” 
whom I had the good fortune to be one. Forty. 

years have passed since that time, and I have n¢ 

yet forgotten the impressions he then made up 

me by his zeal and piety. Three times a week aa ¥ 
to pass the evening at Fonceranes to correct his — | 
work, We often remarked that he would sud 

stop to recollect himself, as if to ask of God light 
and direction. Then he would quickly return to his 
work and write without the least hesitation, We 
were curious, as most young ones are, and we fol- 
lowed him one day unperceived. We found him on 
the floor of the chapel, arms crossed upon his breast, 
his eyes fixed upon the Tabernacle. He was waiting 
for an answer. This same thing happened often, al- — 
ways with the same faith on his part and with the 
same edification to us, » 
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The Most Honorable Brother Philip presided at 
the Retreat of 1858, at Beziers. He then heard of the 
Meditations of Brother Exurrerten, and he desired 
to know this professor whom Brother Leufroy held 
in such great esteem. A few weeks after, the S Supe- 
rior General, who was himself preparing the Medi- 
tations that we now haye, called him to Paris. The 
Brother Tempier, who accompanied him writes: 

Most willingly would he have remained at the 
Mother House, but also most gladly did he return, 

o habituated was he already to consider all things 
in relation to the holy will of God. » 

The conversations that Brother Philip had with 
Brother Exurrrien made him appreciate his humi- 
lity, zeal and piety, and he gave him an obedience 

the beginning of 1859 which took him from Be- 

jers. Brother Leufroy wished at least to retain him 
n the District and attach him tothe Novitiate of Fon- 
eranes, but the obedience was formal, and Brother 
Exupernten, in bidding good-bye to the Brothers, 
said to one of them: «I am here in Beziers for the 
ast 18 years, and it is a great sacrifice for me to 
pave it, but I have received Holy Communion to ask 

God the grace of an entire detachment from all 
things : I hope that my departure from Beziers will 

elp me to obtain it. » 


A new life was about to begin for him. En route, 
he stopped at Lyons to recommend himself to 
Notre-Dame de Fourvieres, and then he visited the 
Curé d’Ars, to whom crowds of pilgrims were 
addressing themselves. Brother Exurenien said to 
him: « 1 have a very earnest desire to teach in the 
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conversations that we used to have together, he 
generally turned to spiritual subjects and especially 
spoke with great warmth regarding the position of 
trust and responsibility of the professor in the 
houses of formation. Their lot seemed to him a 
veritable paradise. » 

By another impulse of zeal, Brother Exuprnten 
undertook to get out a collection of Meditations for 
the use of the Brothers. Without neglecting any of 
his duties, he consecrated to this work all his lei- 
sure moments; and often did he make long and 
fervent visits to the Most Blessed Sacrament to ob- 
tain grace for this work of zeal and love. 

« For the writing out of his manuscript » said one 
of his Visitors, « he had the happy thought of se- 
curing the assistance of three young Brothers of 
whom I had the good fortune to be one. Forty-seven 
years have passed since that time, and I have not 
yet forgotten the impressions he then made upon 
me by his zeal and piety. Three times a week he came 
to pass the evening at Fonceranes to correct his 
work. We often remarked that he would suddenly 
stop to recollect himself, as if to ask of God light 
and direction. Then he would quickly return to his 
work and write without the least hesitation. We 
were curious, as most young ones are, and we fol- 
lowed him one day unperceived. We found him on 
the floor ofthe chapel, arms crossed upon his breast, 
his eyes fixed upon the Tabernacle. He was waiting 
for an answer. This same thing happened often, al- 
ways with the same faith on his part and with the 
same edification to us, » 
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The Most Honorable Brother Philip presided at 
the Retreat of 1858, at Beziers. He then heard of the 
Meditations of Brother Exurrrren, and he desired 
to know this professor whom Brother Leufroy held 
in such great esteem. A few weeks after, the Supe- 


rior General, who was himself preparing the Medi- 


- tations that we now have, called him to Paris. The 


Brother Tempier, who accompanied him writes:. 


_ « Most willingly would he have remained at the 


_” + 


Mother House, but also most gladly did he return, 
so habituated was he already to consider all things 


_inrelation to the holy will of God. » 


The conyersations that Brother Philip had with 


‘Brother Exuperren made him appreciate his humi- 


_ lity, zeal and piety, and he gave him an obedience 


at the beginning of 1859 which took him from Be- 


_ ziers. Brother Leufroy wished at least to retain him 


in the District and attach him tothe Novitiate of Fon- 
ceranes, but the obedience was formal, and Brother 


_ Exuperten, in bidding good-bye to the Brothers, 


said to one of them: «I am here in Beziers for the 
past 18 years, and it is a great sacrifice for me to 
leave it, but I have received Holy Communion to ask 
of God the grace of an entire detachment from all 
things : I hope that my departure from Beziers will 
help me to obtain it. » 


A new life was about to begin for him. En route, 


he stopped at Lyons to recommend himself to 


Notre-Dame de Fourvieres, and then he visited the 

Curé d’Ars, to whom crowds of pilgrims were 

addressing themselves. Brother Exuperien said to 

him : « I have a very earnest desire to teach in the 
9 
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Novitiate in order to strengthen the young Brothers 
in the interior life. Is this an illusion of self-love, or 
is it an indication of the Divine Will?» After a 
moment’s reflection, the Curé d’Ars, looking straight 
at his interlocutor, said : « Go to Paris; you will 
doa great deal of good there. » 


7 


CHAPTER Il 


Brother Exuperien, Director of the 
Novitiate of Paris. 


(1st Period, 1859-1870). , 


Upon arriving at Paris, January 15th, 1859, Bro- 
ther Exurerten was placed in the Community of the 
Secretariat directed by Brother Leo, Often he was 
heard to speak of the edification he received at the | 
Mother House, when he first came there as a mem- 
ber ; and till the end of his life, he recalled with ad- 
miration the names of those venerable old Brothers 
whom he admired the most: The Superior General, 
Brother Philip, whose zeal and simplicity won for 
him a universal reputation for sanctity, and who 
was distinguished from his Brothers only by a 
greater exactness in all the observances of the Holy 
Rules ; Brother Benoit, a former Assistant, now be- 
come Procurator General, whose mortification trans- 
formed his life into a continual holocaust to the di- 
vine justice ; Brother Leo, who had such an extra- 
ordinary knowledge of the Sacred Scriptures and 
whose humility was so profound that he scarcely 
dared to recite certain formulas of our Community 
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rayers, because he saw therein a condemnation of 
his conduct which, nevertheless, was so’ pious and 
edifying ; ; Brother Augustine, the first Novice of the 
nstitute in 1802, and who was so fatherly in regard 
‘o the young Brothers and so zealous for the state 
ind teaching of Catechism, and Brother Prime, 


xamples of edifying regularity: all these seemed 
Brother Exurerien to perpetuate the primitive 
pirit of the Institute. 

_ Little by little Brother Exurertmmn was introduced 
nto the large Novitiate. During the first few months 
Boeceeet atthe Manual of Piely of Brother Phi- 
the Bice! advanced of the Novices. « I. remember 
very well, » said one of Bes « our impressions of 


( ‘dignified yet simple Sasiinge: foamed toa marta un- 
restrained confidence, attracted us all to him. » Bro- 
ther Bertin at the time was both Director General of 
the Novitiate and the Visitor of the District. His 
charge was too burdensome, and on the 19th of De- 
-cember, 1859, the Superior General, Brother Phi- 
lip, installed Brother Exurenien as PiosDitedior of 
the Novitiate, of which he became the Director on 
the 21st of April, 1860. This was to be for 13 years 
the field of action for this indefatigable workman. 


What ideal of his functions did the new Director 
of Novices form to himself? His Noles and his 
Journal of Retreats enable us toanswer with entire 
precision : 


whose memory is still venerated amongst us for his | 


— 


- for His honor and glory. Especially must he form hit 
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rector of Novices is a seal with which the Insti 
stamps the subjects in formation. How very impo 
it is then that he be filled with the spirit of our Lord 
and that he become the faithful imitator of the Founder 
of the Society! Good common sense, natural aptit 
devotedness do not suffice. He must live in the su 
“natural order, in union with God, and in great ard 


self in the mould of the Rules. In the exercise of this 
employment he must seek only God and despise dl 
else : he who would esteem other things, is like 
tailor who would wish to sew the air. He must te 


cure the practice of virtue by others, is to 
oneself a model thereof. » 


At first Brother Exurerten was frightened at the 
thought of being the forming teacher of the young 
Brothers at Paris. « The Novitiates, » wrote he, 
«are the most important schools of the Ins 
Most frequently the imperfections of the subject: 
come from their lack of good dispositions ; but they 
may also arise from a defective formation; we can- 
not think of the terrible consequences of sesh with- 
out shuddering. » Then he would sink into t 
abyss of his own nothingness and insuleney 
which he termed « my radical, inherent incapaciyy 
for all good, » 

He wrote in his Notes : « How then, oh, dear 
Lord, can you make use of me! Indeed, dear Jesus, 
you are not difficult to please! I have been sow icked ! 
Oh, what happiness and what honor ; you confide 
to me your noble, young soldiers ! Oh, my God, 
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necessary for my own sanctification and that of my 
Brothers, » 


Novices divided into four classes. The Brother Direc- 
tor brought them together every day for the confer- . 

nce. « PBrcthes Exuperten had great facility of 
‘ peech, His conferences were very substantial as to 
matter, but agreeable and even brilliant. His literary: 

studies furnished him with many happy compari- 
ns, and his fruitful imagination aided him in secu- 
I ing pleasing illustrations. His teaching embraced 
all the subjects of an ascetic course. His personal 

ttraction was toward practical questions, and no 
matter what might be the subject of his conference, 
he invariably found means to turn it to his chosen 
spiritual doctrine, viz: self-renunciation and the 
spirit of faith. And he always attached himself with 
ardor to all in the Gospel that contained lessons 


i 


co ntrary to our natural inclinations. » Without les- 
5s ening in the least the doctrine which he preached, 
‘even insisting with more vigor on that which was 
severe, he exerted on all the charm of his cultivated 
spirit and lively imagination. But notwithstanding 
all this charm, was such teaching always intelligible 
to all his audience? But there was a compensation, 
andunder the guise of a commentary, he explained 
each day some point of the Rule or Collection. 
Brother Exurerien wished that the Collection 


should be as dear to the Brothers of the Christian 


»’ 


-minently those treating of ill-regulated pas 
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Schools as the Book of Exercises is to the sons 
St. Ignatius. He could scarcely talk ten minut 
without citing some text of this valuable little 
tise. And as to the Rule he reverted to it a 
ceasing. « The best way to form the Novices, » said 
he, « is to accustom them to all the exigencies of the 
Holy Rules. The letter contains the spirit thenealepe 
conducts thereto infallibly. » Pe 
Among the conferences that have left ae im- 
pressions upon the minds of his Novices stand p 


« One advances in perfection », said he, « oil 
the empire of grace over the senses and natu 
general. » He taught his Novices to combat « § 
ness, that treasonable languor that weakens” a 
soul, subdues it, and renders it disgusting to G od 
who hates the works done with carelessness. 1 O 
animate his young Novices to combat hor eal ion: ; 
of gluttony, he cited the example of Brother Ire 
« who ate so little that his fasts were almost co n 
nual, and who spread ashes or bitter powders uf 
his food. » {4 

He represented with energy the dangers of ea- 
sure. « In the flesh there still remains the tendency 
to revolt against the spirit ; hence, mortification i 
a true liberation from this tendency. » And measur- 
ing his words while striking the desk he conclud- 
ed. « A man who is fastidious, sensual, is good 
for nothing. » 

His BAAN ‘es were prepared with the aid of the 
best works, of which he had a rare knowledge, but 
still more so from his meditations ; and herein lies 
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the secret of their great efficacy upon all hearts, 


especially upon certain days. He usually remained 
calm except when he gave conferences on the Pas- 
sion or the Holy Eucharist ; and on such occasions 
it was evident that he was greatly moved with tend- 
er love to Jesus. 

His ardor was so great, that he frequently spent 
more than the allotted time at his conferences, and 
he often multiplied his advices according to the in- 
spiration of the moment. He reproached himself for 
this, saying that « it was of much more importance 
to assure the fruit of his instructions than to give 
them. In the abundance of words there is danger of 
too much self-confidence in my own personal action ; 
when God is the Master, we soon learn what He 
teaches. » 


Conferences are the general means for the Direc- 
tor of Novices to give his disciples spiritual direc- 
tion. « The direction of Brother Exurerten » writes 


one of his disciples, « was what might be called 
_ impersonal, in the sense that it was such as the 


Founder has left in the Collection, especially in the 
Means of becoming interior, and in the treatise on 
the virtues. This direction aimed first ofall at des- 
troying all deliberate venial sins and then all volun- 
tary imperfections. It imposed silence, recollection, 
and incessantly recommended docility to grace, in 
order to arrive at the imitation of Christ and union 
with Him... He often recounted how the Holy Ghost 
establishes His reign in the soul relatively free from 
native corruption, and how He prepares it for works 
of zeal and devotedness. Then he would insist on 
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i prayer which opens to us the heavenly treaswi 
onthe Holy Communion, which renders us mor 
and more worthy of participation in the ae 
the Redemption. And he always called the attent 
of the Novices to our Holy Founder who prayed, 
labored and suffered as they, his children, sho Id ; 
do, » a 
- Brother Exueerten applied these general p 
ciples given in conference to the individual nov 
during the weekly reddition of conduct. A’ 
citation will show his thoughts on thiay all- 
important matter. a 


spirits that animate his disciples to strengthen t 
weaker side by the particular examen, and to correc 
idiosnycrasy of natural character. To guide souls it 
Director should live in constant docility to ood 
Spirit and make himself, so to speak, but the n 
_ piece of God. » 

« The Holy Ghost alone can inspire you,» wrote he 
one of his colleagues, « with the proper means to form 
your Novices. Expect all from Him; He will inspire — 
you with all you will have to say, to do, to regu- 
late. Human wisdom is always short sighted and the - 
counsels of even the most experienced and most holy — 
. * : 9 
are insufficient in themselves. The great work of the © 
Director of Novices is to engage the Novice, by puri 
ing his heart, to put away all obstacles to the action — 
of the Holy Ghost. And because the kingdom of God 
consists not in words, but in deeds, it is necessary be- 
fore all else to be perfectly regular, Well practised, the — 
Rule is thus an excellent means to render authority 
amiable and kind. » 


» ~ 

« The Director of Novices must discover the va riou 
‘ao 
J 
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No softness in the direction given by Brother Exu- 


_ perten to his Novices. He proposed to them solid vir- 
tue founded on self-abnegation, the combat without 
ceasing against their predominant fault, and the 
 disavowal of all natural affection. How often was he 
heard to say : « We must vanquish ourselves for the 
ove of our Lord, » 
















3 _ The love of our Lord is the way in which religious 
‘must walk without ceasing. But grace has its divers 
modes of attraction, and not all wills have the same 
energy. It is this that makes spiritual direction par- 
ticularly delicate. Brother Exurenten understood this 
fact very well. 

_ « His conviction was, », writes one of his disci- 
les, « that the Director is but the instrument of 
the Holy Ghost, and that he must only act in accord- 
ance with His inspiration. » He applied himself 
earnestly to see what it was that God seemed to de- 
ee of each of his Novices, and then he seconded 







the action of grace with great kindness but also with 
_ great firmness. He was careful not to exact too 
— much from beginners or those who were especially 
_ weak, but in proportion as they became more at- 
tached to their vocation he required them to bring 
‘good will to the conquest of difficulties and ob- 
_stacles of all kinds. 

If he at times was somewhat too earnest in 
his conferences, be knew how to calm the con- 
sciences of those who took his words too much to 
heart, and by a misinterpretation, were inclined to 
scruples. » 

Brother Exurerten always regarded the personal 
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z 
dipétuon of each of his Nosican: as one of his: most 
important duties. His Notes of Retreats are very ¢ 
pliciton this matter : 







« I must remember that I am the ambassador 
Christ in these private talks ; hence I need goodness 
kindness, reserve and union with God, [I must refrai 
from scolding, so that they may come to me with co 
fidence. And if 1 am obliged to reprimand, I must do it t 
at another time. I must abandon myself to the oo 
God to direct and counsel, but not to force them. I x 
discover the spiritual attraction of my young Brothe 
2 and be-careful not to obstruct God's grace in the ma 
I must be only the instrument of the Holy Ghost, 
_ is the real, true Director, All development is sle 
therefore 1 must not be too eager nor ‘press them 
at} ward too fast, unless it be in very special cases, » 


























Indeed, all spiritual development is slow ; often 

~ even by weakness or cowardice, souls stand still and 
mY sometimes retrograde on the way of perfection ne 
@his is What ‘vendars'all ‘direction painful ant! eve nm 
bs heart-rending for zealous Directors. = 

The love whieh Brother Exuprrien had a our 
Lord made him sad and dejected when he thought | 
of the world and the lack of fervor on the part 7 
certain religious souls. His charity made him coma)" 
: passionate with our Lord for the negligences of his 
Brothers, and he could say with St. Paul, Whois 
weak and 1 am not weak? Who is scandalized and 
Jam not on fire ? (II, Cor., x1, 29). Every desertion” 
crucified him and made him add to his already se- 
vere mortifications. And a failure in regard to those 


‘ 


whom he thought called to a high degree of per- 
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fection, wounded him to the very depth of his soul. 

He said one day with great affection, but dolorous 
accent, to a Brother who was very much esteemed 
in his community. « I have nothing to reproach 
you with, and still you are a great deception to me ; 
Thad hopes that you would become a great Saint ». 
And his eyes were filled with tears. 


After having surrounded his Novices with a pru- 
dent and fatherly solicitude, he followed them with 
atender and careful anxiety in the commencement 
of their active life. And how well we know the im- 
portance of this. Often certain souls begin to waver ; 
they are the delicate plants taken from the hot- 
house, and give the gardener many an hour of in- 
quietude, till they are entirely acclimatized to their 
new conditions. The good Director of the Novitiate 
was alarmed at every indication of unrest on the 
part of any of his dear young Novices, who were 
just beginning Community life. He would multiply 
pressing letters, giving good counsel and suggest- 
ing means to avoid a fall. 


« My dear child, it is but a short time since you left 
the Novitiate, and are you going to grow lukewarm 
already ? You must be very obedient and recollected. 
Perform some acts of mortification every day ; nothing 
will be so beneficial in repelling tepidity and reinflam- 
ing your love of sacrifice. Watch well over your heart, 
so that it may remain attached to Jesus Christ. Often 
reflect on the words of Mgr de Ségur: Negligence is often 
more to be dreaded than sins themselves ; it deeply wounds 
the telicacy of the divine love of our Lord for us. » 
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To aid him in his work, Bro. Exuperten had ¢ co 1: 
laborators whom he endeavored to conduct to ¢ 
high degree of perfection. The most intimate o: 
these were Bro. Berain-Denis and Bro. Albania = 
seph. : a. ; 
« Even had I formed only these two, it would b 
a great deal» wrote he in his Notes. « They are my 
eyes, my hands, and my heart. I wish to identi 
myself with them by a community of ideas, of e 
effort and merits. » And each day he performed 
some mortification for their intention. . aa 
Very different were the aptitudes of these two au- 
xiliaries, and still more different were God's vie : 
in their regard. Brother Berain-Denis was a conte te 
plative soul raised to an ineffable familiarity w Le: 
our Divine Lord, and only solicitous about always 
preserving the thought of his Well-Beloved. Brother er ; 
Alban-Joseph was an apostle of sacrifice : a man 0 8 
practical experience, whose entire life was spent ie , 
action, always watered by the dew of prayer and _ 
meditation. Of such a nature, the good Directo a 
Brother Exuperten, knew how to form a devote 
apostle. And as he saw in him certain qualities’ that 
were lacking in his own character, he cherished him % 
all the more and made him, as it were, the com-— 
plement of himself. a 
At this period Brother Alban was energetic and — 
very strong-willed, but lacked ina certain degree, 
that pliability so necessary in an apostle. He was_ 
but to be penetrated deeply by the sweet humility 
of thé Sacred Heart, and we will have the future 
Provincial of Paris, the successful director of men, 
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Brother Exvegnien rejoiced at the change that was 
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gra radually taking place in his auxiliary. « He must 


5 


increase, but I must diminish » said he. 


_ Esteem attracted Brother Exurerien to Brother Al- 
ban, but sympathy attracted him to Brother Berain-. 
_ Denis. He had never before meta soul so filled with 
the love of God and detached from all else. Trials 
_ofa very painful nature made this Brother a martyr 
_ of divine purifications, but the re-assuring tender- 
_ ness of his Director sustained him in the midst of his 
a anguish, « I have the direction of a soul very far ad- 
et? in perfection and to whom God has granted 
- great graces. His trials are very severe and violent. 
Go d wishes by these tribulations to produce in this 
soula horror of self-love: in the midst of these ter- 
ible storms he remains calm, at least in the supe- 
Tio) - part of his soul. » 
wer _ Brother Exuperten, in accord with the Chaplain of 
1e Mother House, had chosena religious Confessor 
Ho to guide Brother Berain-Denis. This Confessor was 
aes enlightened and pious priest and soon tho- 
ehly understood the soul of his penitent. As to 
s: Feather Exurenien he gladly received the lights, the 
asivices and the reproaches that our Divine Lord 
ansmitted through Brother Berain-Denis. « God 
has done mea great favor in placing me in contact 
a with this privileged soul, for he forms me much 
- better than could all the spiritual books. The more 
he advances, the simpler he becomes. He does no- 
thing now but by the movement of the Holy Spirit 


F of God. » 


The zeal of Brother Exurenten and the confidence 
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of the Superior General, Brother Philip, eagageil . 
him in divers works of which we will briefly speak, ™ 

In concert with Brother Angelum, Visitor of the’ 
District, Brother Director of the Novitiate had the 
placing of the Novices in Community after their 
year of probation. He realized the difficulty of this 
mission and what tact was required in order to re- 
concile administrative necessities with the intellec- 

taal and moral dispositions of the young Brothers. 

«I must give myself up entirely to the Spirit of — 

God » he writes, « so that nothing may be left to — 
“i nature or chance. For this purpose I will recite very _ 
_ attentively the words: « Thy will be done on 
; earth, etc. » 

The Retreat of Thursday, established by Broibait o 
Exurenisn in 1864, cost him many and long prayer 
and austere penances. 

Many inconveniences were the necessary result of 
the increasing extension of the District of Paris. Then — 
the competition between the two kinds of schools be-_ 
came so yital as to threaten a necessity of supersed- 
ing other occupations of more importance. The — 
Superior opposed this danger by periodic retreats, — 
to which special categories of Brothers were to _ 
be called together. Besides, had not the holy 
Founder himself made use of the same at Vaugi- 

L rard ? The invitation to assist at these made a press- 

ing appeal to the good will of the Directors and 
their Brothers, but gave no formal orders. Aftera _ 
little time, there could be seen 40, 80 and some-— 
times 80 Brothers at these Recollections, where Bro- 
ther Exuperien by his zeal and burning exhortations 
conquered all hearts. The meetings were held at 
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_ the Mother House about fifteen times a year and 


continued for six years. 

The zealous Director did not spare himself either 
in his conferences or in his private talks to each. 
Those especially who had not made their novitiate 
under his direction were completely won by his 


_ apostolic conduct. A certain spiritual light seemed 
_ toradiate from his countenance. A charm of kindly 


interest and a goodness resulting from his personal 
austerity won all hearts. 
« These half-days of Retreat », writes one of the . 


_ Brothers, « were very profitable to all who tried to 
benefit by the touching words of Brother Exurerien. 


Sy The time was spent in reading, meditation, confer- 


_ ences, Stations of the Cross, all so arranged as not 


to unduly fatigue the mind. The Superior, Brother 


_ Philip, often made the Conferences, and the revered 


~~ Pane Wee 


_ Franciscan, Pére Auguste, penbived those who ad- 


dressed themselves to him. » 


In 1864 asin 1905 the doctrine taught by Brother 
Exupenten was founded on the Gospel maxims. 
These were to him as the « marrow of the doctrine 
of Christ ». A Brother Director writes : « After 40 
years I still recall his conferences on the Gospel 
maxims, and time cannot efface these impressions.» 
His spiritual Notes tell us his thoughts in the mat- 
ter. 


All piety, all ascetic science, all spiritual direction 


ure found in the maxims of the Gospel interpreted by 
the light of the Holy Ghost, Our weakness generally 
arises from not sufficiently understanding and relishing 


the boly Gospel, The divine words contain the spirit 
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EJoF faith” as the grape contains wine. It is extracted by by 
maiadien: » 








Mw 
_ These reunions were completed by some confer- a4 
ences given at the Boarding Schools. They enabled _ 
Brother Exurenten to form holy friendships by — 
which he was to profit. One of these was with the 7 
future Superior, Brother Joseph, who then directed 
the house of the Francs-Bourgeois. 
In all justice we can but applaud the devoted zeal 
___ of the Director of the Novitiate, but could he flatter — 
himself that he pleased all inhi he preached me 
: high perfection ? He used to say : « When a persor a 
is determined to be all for God and employ all his 
energies at some important work for- His glory, il ¥ 
is God’s way to allow painful opposition to mani- 
fest itself. » And this sometimes happened, as» et 
learn from his own words. « With the grace of God — 
_ Ibelieve I have done what I could forthe roteenlal 
_ Thursday, but I have had many a difficulty to i 
encounter ; I esteem my position because I have | 
much to suffer in it. My God, accept all in expiation 
of my faults, and give me the light necessary to 
properly direct souls », 
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. At the beginning of his Directorship, he com- _ 

c- menced to publish pamphlets and leaflets on spiri- 

Pe tuality and continued so to do till the end of his life. mw 
r But how reconcile such labors with the direction of 4 


> the large Novitiate of Paris? Was it according to the ~ 
will of God ? He often asked himselfthat question and _ 
asked lightand counsel from God and authorization 
of those in authority, Our Lord enlightened him, as 
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_ may be seen in the leaflets themselves. Counsels were 
 givenhim byeminent religious to whom he opened 
his heart, and by theologians who revised his 
_ works. Authorization was granted by the Superior, 
- Brother Philip, to whom he rendered an exact ac- 
- count of his trouble in regard to these works. He 
_ wrote at Laon during his retreat of 1865 : 





_ « May these pamphlets procure the glory of God, and 
~ be not for me a cause of derangement or fault. I do not 
_ seek to gain the reputation of an author. | accept will- 
i ingly all the troubles and contrarieties that may come 
therefrom: 4st, in expiation of the faults that I may 
commit in the direction of this work; 2nd, that they 
~may draw down abundant benedictions on this work 
to gain many souls to God, the only object I have in 
view; and I will always be in the disposition to cease 
— upon the first sign from my Superiors ». ; 


in 















E! - Indeed he did « notseek the reputation of author », 
_ andalways kept silence about his works. The follow- 
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will astonish many a Brother, especially as all of 
them have many editions supervised personally by 
Brother Exupenien : 

Manual of Piety for the Brothers, 1860. 

Manual of Piety for Boarding Schools, 1864. 

Souvenir of the Novitiate, 1862. 

Motives of encouragements for a Young Brother, 
1864 

Six pamphlets on devotion to the Sacred Heart, 
to the Most Blessed Virgin, to St. Joseph and to 
the Souls in Purgatory, appeared from {864 to 1868. 
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ri ing list of works written by him from 1864 to 1870 — 
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From the solitude of his Novitiate, Brother Exu- 
PERIEN Was in correspondence with the holy Servant _ 
Brother Barmier of Albert. He was animated by: x 
the spirit of the same Eucharistic Apostolate, and 
in 1864 he published « The Souvenir of the Great ; 
Day, or the means of perseverance after First Gom- 4 
munion. » ‘ 
In 1865 appeared the Spiritual Note Book, and 
in 1869 the pamphlet Motives of Zeal. We will not 
mention various tracts of all sorts Etrennes picuses — 
and the divers meditations. yd 


The health of Brother Exurerren was robust, and 
for 8 years his strength permitted him to labor so 
arduously. Always at his work, he scarcely ever 5 
allowed himself any relaxation. But in 1868, he 
fell dangerously sick. He wrote; « I adore in all —- 
things the will of God in the different phases of my 
malady. All things work unto good for those who A 
love God, It seems that God wishes to make me feel 49: 
my entire dependence on Him and make me re- 
double my prayers and sacrifices. » 

He was sent for some rest to St. Germain-en- 
Laye. Of this convalescence he made a retreat. « It 
suffices not merely to submit to the will of God, 
but we must abandon ourselves entirely to Him, 
place our future in His hands, work according to 
. His plan without adding or retrenching, as a faith- 
ful workman who executes exactly the plan of the 
architect. » 

As soon as his health was re-established, the Su- 
perior, Brother Philip, sent him on the special and 
delicate mission of visiting the young Brothers in 
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the Communities, especially those who had been his 
novices in Paris. In August 4868 Brother Exure- 


4 


RIEN wrote ; « My situation is changed. Beginning 
with October] shall have only the superior direction 
of the Novitiate. I shall travel through our immense 
District ». The Brother Visitors were happy to have 
such a zealous colaborator in a District that com- 
prised at the time ten departments (civil). However, 
the situation of the Director of Novices became ex- 
tremely delicate. He was amiable and discreet in his 
visits ; but many were uneasy about the species 
of mystery with which he prudently surrounded his 
movements. Susceptibilities were awakened, and 
he was too charitable to appear to notice them, but 
too delicate not to feel them. On one occasion later 
on, when reminded of certain painful episodes, he 


remarked, « God has given me the grace to forget — 
all about such things ». 


So many and different occupations were well 
suited to the zeal and natural aptitude of Brother 
Exurenien, but had not the supernatural life ani- 


mated him ina high degree, all these enterprises 


would have ended in a passing and sterile agitation. 
But thanks be to God, he who so often repeated the 
words of his Divine Master: I sanctify myself in 
order that they may be sanctified, gave to souls 
only of his plenitude. He was, according to his own 
expression, « a vessel and nota channel. » He writes; 


We occupy ourselves too much with the success of 
our works and not enough with the spirit in which 


_we labor. We worry about results for which we are 
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not responsible while we neglect our interior dispo- 


sitions over which we have complete control and for 
which we must render an account. No false money. 
Personal sanctification before everything and aban- 
donment to Providence for exterior works. Prepare the 


tool and God will know how to turn it to the best possible — 


use. My interior life first and the Novitiate; the rest 


will come as an addition. Everything to be done by the © 


guidance of God and by the movement of His Spirit. 


Héw did the Director of Novices dispose himself 
to become the instrument of God ? How did he pre- 


_ pare the ways of the Lord? His spiritual Notes and 
his Journal de retraites allow us to paint, in its 


complex manifestations, his interior life at this epoch 


when Providence led him, without his knowing it, — 
_ to the functions reserved for him. Such a study is 
attractive but we have deferred it to another chap- 
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ter in order notto break the currentof our narrative. 


From the memoirs sent us by his Novices of that 
time, we gather that they regarded him as an emi- 
nent religious whose spirit of humility, of mental 
prayer, and of mortification had obtained for him 
the knowledge and relish of divine things. He was 
a model for them in all things, — when he spoke 
as much as when he prayed.His penance was so aus- 
tere that the confessor of the community said in 
1868 : « Brother Exvuprnien is killing himself. If he 
continues so, he cannot last long. » But he was to 
continue his macerations during 38 years more, 
« Night and day the Director wears haircloth and 
iron girdles », said the Novices, and in their pious 
curiosity they related how the walls ofhis cell bore 
evidence of his pitiless severity. 
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~ He was ardent in his desires for the Holy Com- 


; munion, and often he would receive in another cha- 
_ pel near the Mother House, in order to supplement 


those of the Community, as permission to receive 


was then somewhat more restricted than now. Often’ 


‘on such occasions he would say to the Brother who 
accompanied him: « Oh, how good Jesus is and 
how ungrateful are men! Do you not wish to do 
something forthis Friend? You must give yourself 
entirely to Him and confide your mission to His 


guidance. Jesus merits, indeed, that we be generous 


to Him; letus live heart to heart with Him, Do you 
_ not desire this ? » 
Brother Director Jed this « heart to heart » life 


_ with Jesus everywhere, especially in his numerous 


retreats, and Jesus created in his soul a great desire 
for solitude. Each year from 1864 to 1870 he spent 


~ from8 to 40 days in retreat at Laon where the celeb- 
~ rated Pére Fouillot was for a long time instructor 


for the 3rd year’s probation of the Fathers of the 
Society of Jesus. 

Besides these, he made another retreat of 4 days 
each year to preserve the graces of the others. Often 
in retreat he tried to solve the question « how to 
unite simple, humble, blind obedience which is 


Pe the duty of a religious with the desire of zealous 


action that prompted him, » For ten years he con- 
sulted and prayed for its solution, as he himself 
avowed to one of his Colleagues in the Regime. He 
found the solution at last and formulated it thus : 
« Forward with a dependent initiative. » 


It was at Laon during his retreats that, under the 
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eyes of Mary there honored under the title of Mother 


of Grace, he began his Notes for divers kinds of | 


retreats, of which he was to be the pioneer. Thus our 


_ Blessed Mother, Sovereign and Protectress of our 


Institute, prepared him for extraordinary graces. 

At Paris, it was the Martyr of the Commune, 
Pére Caubert, who directed him in his terrible in- 
_ terior trials. Perhaps the most characteristic attrac- 


tion of grace which at that time God communicated 


to Brother Exuperten was an abandon more and more 
complete to the divine Will, as is testified to by 
Pére Fouillot who said : « The soul most abandon- 
ed to the good pleasure of God that I have ever 
directed is Brother Exupenten. » 

After ten years of Directorship he longed for calm 
in someemployment where he would have no charge 
of others, and he wrote on the 26th of December, 
1869 ; « For the last ten years, I have spent myself 
for others: is it not time that I think a little of my 
own soul without being responsible for anyone? » 
But events were so shaping themselves that he was 
to be plunged into a still greater activity. 


CHAPTER IV 


Brother Exuperien 
during the Franco-Prussian War. 
(1870-1871) 


The istof January, 1870, wasa sad day for Bro- 
ther Exupenien. It was the day of his mother’s bu- 
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rial. She had been sick but a few days, dying with 
all the consolations of Holy Church, The Superior, 
Brother Philip, gave Brother Exuperten permission 
to goto the funeral, but the latter said: « Dear Bro- 
ther Superior, if you allow me I will remain here 
in Paris; I hope the sacrifice may hasten the deliver- 
ance of my dear mother from Purgatory. » And to 


his friend and auxiliary, Brother Alban-Joseph, he. 


said; « Are there not too many Brothers who travel 
without necessity ? We must offer God reparation 
for this disorder ». He remained in the Novitiate 
and prayed and suffered much for the soul so dear 
to him. 
Prayer became more and more his refuge, his 
constant need. He wrote on the 9th of May : 


We must restrain our activity. We shall obtain 
greater results in acting less, We must cut the wings 
of our ardour, of our initiative, of our zeal. For me, I 
feel strongly constrained to change my course, for I 
have been the man of action, I wish to be the man of 
prayer. How little I resemble our holy Founder in 
whom there was more dependence than initiative. I am 
humbled at seeing what occupied me in the past and 
which I then thought wonderful, Poor human under- 
standing, how weak and blind : What need we have of 
the warning of Jesus Christ. « Take heed that the light 
which is in thee be not darkness, » (St. Luke, x1, 35). 


The only means by which to avoid going astray, 
he repeats, is abandonment to the Divine Will and 
he made this most holy, most perfect Will his rule 
in al! things. In regard to a postulant he wrote on 
July 15th, 1870: 
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« If it enters into God’s design that X, should become 
a Brother, obstacles will but make his vocation all the — 
purer. If we are only God’s instruments we shall suc- — 
ceed in doing great things notwithstanding our weak- 
ness and misery. The essential thing isto work accord- 
ing to God's plan, by the movement of His Spirit, and — Z 
in view of pleasing Him to detach ourselves from all — 
personal views, to expect nothing from our own efforts, 
nor attribute anything thereto, to consider pains and a 
trials as the most valuable recompense and as the puri- a 
fication from faults committed in trying to do the work o 
- 


of God, » 
’ Sa 


a 


This work of God was about to’ impose itsele 
upon him in a manner that he little suspected. On 
the 19th of July was announced the declaration of — 
war between France and Germany, and he was to ‘a 
see the cup of humiliation drained to its dregs by | 
hischerished country and the dolors inflicted by the 
stranger as the instrument in the hands of an angry 
God. : 

We easily recall the patriotic exaltation of our | 
people and the expressions that seemed to mirror 
forth a complete success ; Brother Exuperigen re- 
mained calm. The war was perhaps to do much 
harm to many of our dear Brothers of the Institute ; 
for this reason he must attach himself more closely 
to the Holy Founder. He writes : 


« Our salvation is in a complete return to the spirit 
of our holy Father and Founder. But this cannot be 
done by books, but by the training of men who will 
shed this spirit around them on every side, Jesus Christ 
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has written in hearts, not in books. Let us be impreg- 
nated by this Spirit and pray God to make it exist in 
all around us. » 


His annual retreat was not yet made, and so in 
the last few days of July he went to Amettes (Pas-de- 
Calais), the native place of St. Benedict Joseph 
Labre, to recollect himself in God’s holy presence. 
Never, he thought, was it more necessary for him. 

The accomplishing of God’s holy Will and the 
Imitation of St. De La Salle were the two dominant 
ideas that inspired him here, and he writes in 
his Notes, « All holiness consists in doing the Will 
of God at each moment ; hence fidelity to God’s 
grace at each moment, doing all that God wishes 
and nothing that he does not wish. No curious 
reading, no searching after news, and under pain 
of sinI will not buy a newspaper. I will read one if 
I must — I will read the articles of Veuillot, but 
only three days after their publication and seldom,» 
We know how heroic this was at such a critical 
period, and in regard to one whom he esteemed so 
much as Louis Veuillot. 

« We are in the midst of very serious events » 
wrote he on the 20th of August 1870. « Let us 
pray that the Will of God may be done, whether it 
be peace or war, success or failure — that all may 
turn for the greater glory of God and the salvation 
of souls ». This is about the only allusion he made 
to the sad events that were wringing so many souls 
with anguish. To his ordinary correspondents he 
spoke of spiritual matters with great calm. A few 


days before the taking of Paris he wrote : 


: ti 
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« One word from God instructs the soul better than 
all the finest discourses of men, but it is necessary to 
have the soul purified from all attachment to created 
things in order to hear that one word. The only means 
of arriving at the true spiritual life is to purify one’s 
self to remove the obstacles. God takes possession 
of the sou! when he finds it pure and free. Who likes 
cannot enlarge his ideas. God alone does this in us. 
Trde experience is acquired by interior culture. The 
holier one is the larger his scope of vision from every 
point of view. All is the recompense of holiness. » - 

« Artificial culture, reading the best books, conver- 
sation with the most learned, the situation best adapted 
for culture, all is but little compared to the lights of 
the Holy Ghost in the pure soul: « Seek first the 
Kingdom of God and all else will be added unto thee ». 


Would anyone suppose that the above lines were 
penned by a Director whose heart was broken by 
the imminent dispersion of his beloved Novices ? 
He was totally abandoned to God’s Will ; Novitiate 
or Ambulance was all the same to him, provided 
God’s Will was done. 


The Most Honorable Brother Philip, by a letter 
dated 15th August, offered the Minister of War for 
the service of the Ambulances and the sick and 
wounded, the Mother House, the Communities of 
Paris and all the boarding schools of the Province. 

« The soldiers love the Brothers and our Brothers 
love the soldiers » wrote the venerable superior. « A 
large number of the soldiers having been pupils of 
our Schools will be glad to receive the care inspired 
by love and zeal of their old masters. » 
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of Paris and the School Brothers attended them. At 
‘the Mother House were received at first only those 
_ soldiers sick with the fever, until Sept® 23rd when 
‘those wounded in the battles of Chatillon and Vil- 
lejuif were brought. Brother Philip himself made 
round of the sick wards twice a day. Brother 
Alban-Joseph and Brother Archange acted as ge- 
-neral organisers, while the Brothers infirmarians 
_ redoubled their zeal. 
The Capital was besieged, but the Superior refused 


also the two Novitiates to Provence. On the 19th 
of September, Paris was completely surrounded 
‘and shut out from the rest of France, it could 
“only suffer to defend its honor. 

_ They only who were living during those terrible 
“days; “know the anguish and sufferings then en- 
dured. Brother Exurerien went from Community to 
‘Community, to encourage the young Brothers. At 
St. Nicolas he made an appeal to the devotedness 
of the Carriers of the Ambulances, who had just 
been organised by the Superior General. « One 
_ day » writes one of these young Brothers, « after 

we had according to his counsel started one of our 
_ laborious expeditions by the Holy Communion, Bro- 
ther Exursnien said to us: « Go, my children. When 
one has Jesus in his heart he is not afraid of the 
bullets. If God chooses you as victim, you are hap- 
py; itis the blood of the innocent that is necessary 
to appease his just anger ». Brother Exuperren took 
spiri'ual charge of all the Brothers who took refuge 
at the Mother House and of ten Novices, and pos- 
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to quit his post. He sent seven of his Assistants and. 
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tulants, who had not gone with their fellow novices. 
He aided the Superior in his relations with the com- 
mittees and ministries, relations which the operation 
of the numerous and large ambulances made very 
complex. This was a prelude to the functions that he 
was soon to exercise. 
His interior dispositions are revealed in the 

following passage from his Notes dated 8th Dee. 
1870. 


« My God, how terrible is the lot of a nation that 
Thou hast abandoned to its enemies! We have strayed 
from Thee and Thou laughest at us! At least save 
souls! Give us sufficient light to recognize Thy Hand in 
the chastisement whichis upon us; humility to repent, 
enough generosity to appease Thee ! Look down on the 
thousands of innocent children in Paris ! Wilt Thou 
allow them all to perish ? Oh, Mary, on this feast so 
sad to day of thy Immaculate Conception, cast an eye 
of Motherly love upon us. Through your hands I offer 
your Divine Son my life for the Nation, for the preserva- 
tion of the religious spirit among our Brothers, the 
return of those whom we had to send away, and for our 
Superiors whose sorrows are terrible. Pity, Pity! » 


On this « sad » feast of the 8th of December the 
Brothers of the Mother House had buried more than 
700 dead from the battles of Champigny. 

Bro. Nethelme was mortally wounded onthe 21st 
day of December at Bourget. Bro, Exurenrien could 
only weep over his grave, though it was he who had 
formed this young religious to whom God had giv- 
en such a glorious death, The Superior General 
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Bro. Philip visited him and consoled him in his suf- 
ferings. 

Bro. Superior charged Bro. Exuperten with the 
organization of the twenty-one pavilions at Long- 
champ, which were to receive a part of the wounded 
from other ambulances. In the middle of January 
4874, one of his auxiliaries in this difficult work 
wrote : « Bro. Exurerten manifested an intelligence 
and devotedness that charmed the Committee that 
had suggested the formation of these pavilions. Bro- 
thers were installed in the various departments and 
in Brother Exuperten’s relations with the minister 
of war he redoubled his solicitude to overcome 


the difficulties of every sort that presented them- 


selves. » 

Food and fuel began to fail at Longchamp. Bul- 
lets and bombs were riddling Paris, whose defend- 
ers saw their last effort fail at Buzenval (in that 
same place where, a few years later, was to be estab- 
lished one of the little Novitiates of the District). 
Eleven bombs fell upon the Mother House, five pupils 
were killed at St. Nicolas. On the 28th of January 
the terms of capitulation were signed and the Ger- 
man trdops entered Paris. When he saw some of his 
French wounded accept tobacco from some of the 
German soldiers, his patriotism was wounded and 
he wept. 

During the three months from the 19th January to 
the 18th April thatthe ambulance was at Longchamp 
Bro. Exurerten displayed wonderful energy. At the 
very outset he asked to be allowed a little chapel in 
one of the pavilions. The negociations were long and 
the demand was successful only through the inter- 
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vention of Doctor Ricord. « Atlast » Bro, Exuperien — 
exclaimed « we have Our Lord with us. » 

In this chapel blessed by M# Darboy, he made the 
meditation aloud for all the Brothers whom he 
could have free in the morning. During the day he 
was everywhere, with the sick and wounded, whom 
he encouraged to receive the Sacraments ; with the 
Director of the Committee , with the doctors whom 

~ he always astonished by his calm behaviour amid 
such preoccupations, During the night, the beads 
in hand, he made his rounds to assure himself that 
everything was right. 


Here in the ambulance corps his, apostolic soul 
found a vast field for his zeal. He kept the Brothers 
in regularity, and reminded them not to lose their 
own spiritual life while trying to alleviate the corpor- 
al sufferings of the wounded. In the pavilions he had 
a short prayer said publicly morning and evening. — 
On Sunday the soldiers not confined to bed assisted 
at the Holy Mass and sang hymns, the meaning of 
which deeply touched their soul. The Abbé Bourret, 
who became Cardinal-Bishop of Rodez, and many 
another able preacher gave sermons in this Chapel 
at the instance of Brother Exupenien. After one of 
the ceremonies Doctor Ricord exclaimed : « Ah, Bro- 
ther Exurenien, how beautiful is religion ! What 
profound, moral sway it exercises over souls! » 
That illustrious surgeon dit not conceal his ad-- 
miration for the Brothers of Longchamp. « With- 
out the Brothers we never could have achieved 
with double the staff half the success that has attend- 
ed our operations. » But these and many other feli- 
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citations had no effect on Bro, Exurerten’s humility. 
In February he wrote simply : «I have had charge 
for the last month of an hospital in which there are 
four hundred and twenty beds. Seventy-five Bro- 
thers act as infirmarians. The whole administration 
is confided to us, we have every liberty to do good 
and I believe much is done. » 

Yes, he did very much good there. By the minis- 
try of a zealous Chaplain many a soul was brought 
back to God after years of forgetfulness, A great 
many Communions were made, a fact for which 
Brother Exuperien’s gratitude was beyond. expres- 
sion. Our Lord rewarded his zeal in his own 
peculiar way, viz: severer trials than before. He 
was made prisoner at Mazas. 


CHAPTER V 


Brother Exuperien during the Commune, and 
till his election as Assistant. 


(March 1871 to June 1873). 


While the Brothers were caring for the sick, civil 
war broke out at Paris, and the Government was 
transferred to Versailles. But Brother Exupenten 
and his auxiliaries remained with their 500 wound- 
ed and sick at Longchamp. The charitable infirma- 
rians were only too glad to be allowed to conti- 
nue to devote themselves to the sick. 

Events followed each other close, but without ruf- 
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fling the calm of Brother Exurenten. He wrote on 
the 27th of March : 


« Whatis to become of us? I know not, but] await the 
future with confidence whatever it may be. When shall 
I return to dear Rue Oudinot? 1 know not. Under the 
Commune the Brothers may be all driven from Paris : 
God’s will be done. I will not leave my vocation what- 
ever may happen, and if France, led astray by the re- 
volutionary spirit does not want us, then I shall go to 
eat the bread of exile. When one’s eyes are fixed on 
heaven, despising the goods of earth, one is sheltered 
from many troubles. » 


On Palm Sunday, April 2nd, newly wounded sol- 
diers arrived at Longchamp from the battle of 
Courbevoie. Brother Exupenien received them with 
a touching charity that astonished them. By this 
kindness the Brothers removed the prejudice which 
these poor unfortunates had against religious. Half 
ascore of officers of the Commune came to visit 
the sick. They were accompanied throughout the 
visit by Brother Exuperien who answered all their 
questions politely, even when the officers were rude 
and insolent, « Do you lack proper care here ? » 
asked one of them of a soldier in bed. He received 
this reply, « We are unanimous in saying that no- 
where could we be so well treated as here ». 

Another day, Ostyn, member of the Commune, 
was speaking to the wounded at Longchamp. « Ci- 
lizen », said one of the sick to him, in presence of 
Brother Exuperten, | must complain. » — « OF 
what? » asked Ostyn with an angry voice. — « The 
Brothers are too good to us, » 
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If the Commune tolerated the devotedness of the 
Brothers for a few weeks, they took from them their 
chief consolation, viz: Jesus in the Tabernacle. And 
still what sad news, what anguish of heart they 
should soon have to confide to him! On the 4th 
of April M' Darboy, Archbishop of Paris, with 
several priests and religious were conducted as pri- 
soners to Mazas with the understanding that every 
death inflicted by their enemies should be counter- 
balanced by three of such hostages. On the 6th, the 
Superior General of the Suipicians was incarcerated, 
and Brother Libanos, Director of Passy, warned 
Brother Philip that his arrest was imminent, and the 
Venerable Superior yielding to the prayers of all 
about him, left Paris the next day. It was not too 
soon, for on the 41th, officers came to the Mother 
House and took Brother Calixte, first Assistant; his 
detention however lasted but for a few hours. 

It was forbidden to wear the robe at Longchamp, 
and when Brother Exuperien asked for secular cloth- 
ing for his auxiliaries he was insolently told « to 
cut their robes». The expulsion of the Brothers was 
resolved upon. Cluseret, a delegate said « The 
Brothers are spies ». When the wounded and 
sick soldiers saw the good Brothers driven away 
from them, many an appeal was uttered, and pe- 
titions for their return circulated, but to no pur- 
pose. 


Brother Exuperten found on his return to the 
Mother House that the Chapel had been looted, but 
the services still continued. And now a new mission 
was confided to. him; to sustain the courage of the 
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Communities and to aid in the escape of those Bro- 


thers whom the Commune wished to enlist. Anti- 
religious hatred soon became paroxysmal and no 
one was secure. On the 18th of April the Brothers 
were driven from their classes at Faubourg St. Mar- _ 
tin, and their classes taken by Masters who were to 
give «a purely rational education ». At Belleville a 
placard offered fifteen francs for the arrest of a Bro- 
ther, and thirty francs for that of a Director. On the 
49th and 20th, our houses of St. Joseph des Alsaciens, 
of la Villette and of Bercy, were pillaged and closed. 
But by theintervention of devoted friends, the great-_ 
er number of the Brothers under forty years of age 
escaped in various forms of disguise. 

The arrest of hostages continued and Brother 
Exurerien’s secret wish to share their lot was soon 
to be gratified. On the 7th of May he went to the 
Community of St. Sulpice, where the Brothers were 
constantly under surveillance by the soldiers of the 
Commune. His visit here had great effect in raising 
the drooping spirits of the poor Brothers, and all 
felt that it was his prayers that enabled them to 
escape the same evening. 


On Monday, the eighth of May, the charitable 
Director of the Novitiate resolved to have a certain 
number of young Brothers leave Parisand he intend- 
ed to go with them as far as Beauvais. At 14 o'clock, 
in secular clothes he arrived at St. Nicolas, Vaugi- 
rard. He was told that his manners and his appear- 
ance would betray him, but he answered : « A reli- 
gious must always be dignified; what God wishes 
will happen. » After the repast at which he multi- 
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plied his directions, the travellers set out in small 
groups forthe station du Nord. 

The soldiers guarded the waiting rooms and all 
the doors of the Station, but Brother Exuperren 
had given directions how their tickets were to be 
procured. Suddenly a young Brother, frightened 
out of his presence of mind shouted : « Dear Brother 
Director, where must we go? » At once the Brother 
Director and all his companions were arrested by 
the guards. They were all brought before Dacosta, 
secretary of Raoul Rigault, and were questioned in 
one of the waiting rooms of the depot: 


— « Who are these citizens ? » 

— « They are my pupils. Iam their instructor. 
Let them go because their families call them home. » 

— « These young citizens are not culpable » cried 
Dacosta. « It is you who have stupefied them as well 
as many others. » 

— « Yes, I am the guilty one, do with me what 
you wish, but let these young men go whose inno- 
cence you acknowledge » said Brother Exuprrien, 
and Dacosta began to shout and curse. 


« Soon » wrote one of the prisoners, who after- 
wards became Visitor, « the order was given to take 
us to the Chief of Police, but before entering»the 
carriages that Brother Exuperien had ordered, the 
officer of the guards commanded his men to shoot 
any of us who should attempt to escape, and to 
especially watch over the Chief of the band. 

At the police station, the captives were brought 
in groups before a sort of inquisitor, a young man 
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of twenty-five, who made useless efforts to learn 
the names of those who aided the Brothers to es- 
cape from Paris. One of the assistants of the inqui- 
sitor drew his revolyer upon a young Brother who 
had answered that he would never be guilty of such 
cowardice. « Ah, you wanted to quit Paris and all 
for the greater glory of God? All means are legiti- 
nrate to you ; very well, we shall see. Your teaching 
has nothing contrary to law or politics, but your fel- 
lows are « des chiens de Curés », 
But to poor Brother Exurernien and two of his 

Brothers were reserved the insults of Raoul Ri- 
gault, « Civil delegate » at the Prefecture of Police. 


— « You have not taken your precautions very 
well ; we have you now and you shall notescape us, » 

— « Why arrest us? » said Brother Exurerien, 
« we have done no harm. » 

— « No harm? Why it is you who do all the 
harm. For the last three hundred years, you have 
encumbered our country. » 

— «It is to religion that France owes whatever 
greatness she has still. » 

— « You are criminals because you indoctrinate 
the people. » 

An eye-witness to this scene tells us that Brother 
Exupenien then crossed his hands upon his breast, 
lowered his head and remained silent amidst all 
the insult and abuse of his accuser : He was praying. 


Twenty years later Brother Exuprenten, forthe only 
time he ever alluded to his incarceration, said to 
some of the Directors : « Raoul Rigault insulted me 


a, Pet iE een 


BRO. EXUPERIEN 64 


because we indoctrinate the children of the people. 
How beautiful is such a reproach, and how sad 
would it be not to merit it still! By the anger of 
such a man we may well judge of the necessity of 
our Mission. Let us indoctrinate our pupils by mak- 
ing them know, love and serve Jesus Christ. » 

After these interrogatories were finished all were 
grouped in a common hall, where they found in 
their robes three Brothers of St. Margaret ’s school 
amongst whom was the popular Director, Bro- 
ther Dagobertus. Brother Exuperien « the most dan- 
gerous of them all » was assigned to cell No. 35. 
He was able to leave it however for a few moments 
in the evening to encourage the Brothers and to dis- 
tribute among them nearly all the money he had 
about him. 

He did not know how long he was to remain 
captive in the cell; was he to be transferred to an- 
other prison? Without troubling himself about these 
questions, he began a retreat. A fragment of his 
Notes reveals the dispositions with which he entered 
it. We quote the substance of it: 


« Prefecture of Police ; Cell No. 35, Tuesday morn- 
ing May 9th. 

« From all eternity, oh, my God, Thou hast decreed 
the trials thatI now sustain. Grant me the grace to 
enter into Thy views and acknowledge and adore Thy 
holy Will. May my cell, rendered dear to me because | 
am here in defence of Thy holy Name, be to mea Ce- 
nacle and a Heaven ; a Cenacle where I may be in 
unceasing communion, with perfect resignation and 
gendvous love with Thy adorable Will; a Heaven in 
which I may be, more closely united to Thee than I 
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have hitherto been, Exercise over me the full posses- 
sion which is Thy due in these days of trial which 
will be, | hope, by a special effect of Thy mercy, days 
of benediction and salvation. 

« I wish —and it seems to me to be with all my heart 
— I wish from this day to suffer to the full extent of Thy 
desires, Act according to Thy Will, not mine, Have no 
regard to my reputation and life, but only to Thy 

“glory and Thy good pleasure. 

« MustI not drink the chalice that my Father has 
prepared for me, to expiate my faults and to cure the 
wounds of my poor soul. The Lord has care of me. 
What should I fear ? Will they question me to-day ? 
Shall I receive bad treatment from my judges? That 
is Thy affair, O Lord, and not miné, But sustain me 
in so difficult a situation. » 

« Fora long time Thou hast inspired me with a desire 
for a retreat ; I hunger and thirst for Thee and my de- 
fects render these aspirations sterile. Thanks, Oh my 
God, for forcing me to throw myself entirely into Thy 
bosom. The more unaccustomed is this cell, the more 


it shall sanctify me if I render fruitful the graces Thou 
dost lavish upon me. » 


The other prisoners were perhaps less heroic, but 
they were resigned to God’s dispositions. One of them 
afterwards wrote, « Soon we were joined by Bro- 
thers from Issy, who were brutally arrested atMont- 
rouge. We passed the two days of ourimprisonment 
at the prefecture fairly well. The more courageous 
cheered up the timid ones and the more pious 
brought our thoughts toward God who did us the 
honor to associate us in the sufferings of His Son. 
On the 11th of May we received the order for our 
transfer to Mazas. We were to be separated, and 
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perhaps forever. This thought wounded our hearts 
more than the threatened danger. » 

Brother Exupenien mounted with joy one of the | 
vehicles that conducted them prisoners to Mazas. 
All along the way were heard cries of « To death, 
to death with them ! » 

It was six in the evening, when the formalities of 
the task being fulfilled, the 25 Brothers were placed 
in cells. Their doors were locked and the long cor- 
ridors became silent again ! What impressions were 

~ madeon the minds of the prisoners! Were they to 
obtain liberty, or martyrdom ? Brother Exupenien 
continued the retreat he had begun. Near to him, 
the Fathers Olivaint and Caubert, incarcerated also, 
had the same occupation ; but above their dungeon 
the angels already held the Crown of Victory 
reserved for those put to death in hatred of the 
Faith. 


The only anxiety of Brother Excpgnien was in 
regard to the young Brothers in captivity. How 
could he write tothem ! A few words from the guard- 
ian of his cell soon showed him the intermediary 
that Providence had sent him, and at once led among 
the prisoners, to an exchange of notes, several of 
which are still piously treasured. 


To the Brother in cell No. 133, Brother Exupe- 


nieN wrote May 19 : 


« How are you? How do you employ the time ? Give 
a sign that you are alive. Oh my friend, what a great 
grace God has given us in offering us the occasion for 
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a tranquil retreat ! Eight days are already gone. Pray 
much that this retreat may mark an epoch in our reli- 
gious life. In our poor cell, under the eye of our Angel 
Guardian, let us beg our Lord to bless our dear Insti- 
tute and France so severely tried. » 


The prisoners were delighted by these little mis- 
sives and sent their responses by the same benevo- 
lent jailer; here is one among the seven that we have 
collected ; it is dated the 24st of May : 


« Very dear and well-beloved Brother Director. 

« I was finishing my meditation on the first gift of 
the Holy Ghost when I received your consoling letter; 
thanks for thinking of me. I had need of this encoura- 
gement, for during the last three days I have been 
somewhat down-hearted. 

« Ihave need of nothing but a new testament and 
it is scarcely possible to get one here. I supply its place 
by saying the rosary and by three meditations each 
day. If I thought that I could have sent you a letter I 
would have done so with all my heart, but I thought 
that they placed an inexorable guard over youas being 
the « Grand Coupable », 

« I write to you to day principally to ask you to pray 
for the children of the parish of Gros-Caillou who are 
preparing for their First Communion, If that Church 
is not closed they will begin their retreat this evening; 
beg God to grant them all the graces of which they are 
so much in need. » 


Brother Exupenien communicated with Rue Ou- 
dinot, but with great difficulty ; here is a fragment 
of one of the four letters that headdressed to Brother 
Alban-Joseph ; which the latter preserved as relies : 
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«I thank with all my heart him who had the thought 
of organizing the « Convoy of Victuals » : such atten- 
tion will be very acceptable to a poor prisoner who can 


- communicate with no one, I pity our young men sub- 


- 


jected to such rigid seclusion ; it is not pleasant to be 
locked up between four walls, to be constantly face to 
face with oneself, to see the heavens only through a 
skylight but God lightens the ills one endures for Him; 
He abandons not his servants in chains. As to myselfI | 
am as happy as possible. The week passed very quick- 


ly; I have not had a moment of ennui ; my time is 


: 
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divided from 4.30 A. M. till 8.30 P. M., and the good 
Master for whom | am prisoner makes joy abound there 
where naturally one would expect sadness and sorrow. 
Reading the /mitation at random, twenty times I came 
across this passage : « You wish, Oh Lord, only our 
salvation, and You turn all things to good for me, and 
though You expose me to adversities it is for my ad- 
vantage, for Your custom isto try those whom You 
love (Bk. III, Ch. 59). » Such thoughts sustain me and 
make me consider it a great favor to have to suffer for 
our Lord. My happiness would be complete were I to 
remain as hostage and have all the others liberated. I 
forget nobody, I pray for you all; do not forget me, so 


that I may draw from these trials all the good that the 


mercy of God has placed there for me. 
« Monday, 9 A, M. No, 80, 4st Division. 


Brother Exuperien, » 


If Brother Exuperren confided himself with total 
abandonment to the designs of Providence, the Ins- 
titule was in great anxiety regarding the prisoners 
at Mazas, especially as the violence of the Commune 
augmented. Brother Philip assembled at Apinac 27 
Brothets who had to flee from the riots in Paris. 
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Between his sobs he told them of the arrest and the 
imprisonment of the Brothers at Mazas. He said: 
« Brother Exuperien is a prisoner! What will the 
communists do with him? Oh, I know how happy 
he esteems himself to suffer for Jesus Christ, but 
what a loss to the Institute if he is put to death! » 
While the Superior-General was a prey to such 
cruel anguish, the expiring revolt redoubled its fury 
at Paris. On the 20th of May, Brother Calixte learn- 
ed that the Committee was to come and shoot all 
the Brothers who were at Rue Oudinot unless they 
agreed to leave. At once, the ancients and theinfirm — 
were placed with the very kind Brothers of St. John 
of God, and all the others disappeared until the 
end of the troubles. The sick and wounded from 
Longchamp were placed in the Mother House which 
was thus saved from a contemplated pillage by the 
Commune. | 
Brother Exurerten wrote to Brother Alban- 
Joseph from his cell at Mazas : « I fear | shall not 
have the happiness to die a martyr. » On the 24th 
of May, Mgr. Darboy and his companion hostages 
fell by the bullets of the executioners, at which 
news Brother Exuprerien wrote to one of the Bro- 


thers detained in prison with him : : 
7 
| 


« Yesterday they came to take the hostages to shoot 
them, how happy they are! Perhaps it will be our 
turn to-morrow! God alone knows; we are in His be-' 
loved hands. Let us pray; let us pray and excite our- 
selves to a true perfect contrition and remain submis- 
sive to the Divine Will. 

The anxiety of the Beoties in regard to the fate 
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_of our prisoners was increasing. What was to become 
of them? If the Army of Versailles took Mazas, 
would the Brothers be recognized as such in the 
disguise of civil clothes ? Two Brothers of St. Ni- 
colas, Rue de Vaugirard, the only school then open 
in Paris, tried to reach the prison, but the Commune 
was still in possession of these quarters : it was 
God alone who could liberate the captives. On the 
23rd day of May, a young Brother, twenty years of 
age, captive in cell number 93, received the fol- 
lowing missive from his Director of the Novitiate : 


« My dear little Page (the boy’s family name). How are 
youin your cell No. 93? Have you glorified the good God 
by your resignation and have you accepted your cap- 
_ tivity in expiation of your faults? If suchis the case and 
I have prayed for you every day in this intention, then 
_ your sojourn at Mazas will have been very salutary and 
shall be one of the dearest memories of your life. He 
for whom we suffer is faithful, and there is no propor- 
tion between our sufferings for Him and the recom- 
_ pense He has in store for us. Is your health good? Do 
you need something? Our delivery is near, for to-night 
the army of Versailles have entered Paris, Turn the 
little time that remains to good account. 


« lam yours affectionately. 


No. 80. « Brother Exupenien, » 
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Turn thelittle time that remains to good account : 
is not this advice in such circumstances an index of 
the soul of Brother Exurerien! Before their libera- 
tion they were yet to submit to many rude trials. 


In leaving the Capital at the approach of the 
Army of Versailles, the communists burned many 
a building, saying that they wished to make of Pa-_ 
ris a second Moscow. A hecatomb of hostages were 
murdered in cold blood, and Raoul Rigault said, 
« So long as there shall be ren who pronounce the 
name of God so long shall there be guns to fire. » 

From their cells on the 23rd, 24th and 25th of May 
the hostages heard the cannons roar, the tocsin 
sound, and at times the cry, « Let us burn Mazas »: 
even the jailers were nervous and answered evasi- 
vely the questions of their prisoners whom they con- 
sidered as so many condemned to imminent death. 

The morning of the 25th was the most critical of 
all. Garreau the Communist Director of the prison, 
had been with the Committee of Public Security 
where he had aceepted the terrible mission of burn- 
ing Mazas after all the hostages should have been 
shot. 


« The prisoners of Mazas » wrote Brother Exupenten 
on the 21st of June, 1871, « escaped well. The order to 
shoot us had been given aad the prison was to be burn- 
ed. Everything was ready for the execution of these 
cruel orders, but the invincible ardor of our troops 
overcame the projects of the Government of the time; 
but one man was shot at Mazas; this was the Director 
of the Prison who had agreed to carry out the orders 
of the Committee of public security. » 


7 "5 = es 
2 


ao _ae oP. 


we- 


Sore, ers 


Te a a 





70 BRO, EXUPERIEN 


The hour announced for the terrible death of so 
many innocent victims was precisely that taken by 
Providence for their deliverance. « On the morning 
of the 25th of May many bombs burst on the prison 
and neighbouring streets. » One of the prisoners 
wrote: « We received but half of our usual rations 
of bread, for the Committee had determined to letus 
Nive only the half of the day. Towards half past nine 
o’clock a bomb burst in the fourth division and sud- 
denly the cry was heard : « Let all who can save 
themselves! » The doors of the cells opened and 700 
prisoners found themselves together in the court 
yard. What was to happen? Persuaded that our last 
hour had sounded, several of the -Brothers made 
their confession in haste to a Polish Priest, Certain 
of the prisoners received guns; the others in bands 
of ten were placed on a barricade that was made un- 
der the railroad bridge close by. » 

Thanks be to God, the greater number of the 
Brothers escaped and went to seek refuge as best 
they could. Some of them were detained by the « Com- 
munists », and Brother Neomede-Justin was killed 
on the barricade. « May God’s Will be done », had he 
written from his cell at Mazas to Brother Exurenten, 
« Death is again to me if He wishes to call me to 
Himself » Two other Brothers captured by the sol- 
diers were saved only by their Scapulars and Ro- 
sary that gave weight to their protestations of inno- 
cence and delayed execution till information could 
be obtained which set them at liberty. 


In a document, too long to be given here, Brother 
Exupenren recounted his sortie from Mazas, his course 
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through the streets and his fruitless efforts to leave 
Paris; he tells how he and nine other Brothers 
found refuge in a house on the Avenue St. Mandé; 
the owner concealed them for thirty hours while 
the battle raged violently in the vicinity. And while 
the bullets riddled the walls of a hotel where they 
were concealed, Brother Exurerren presided at spi- 
ritual reading with as much calm as though in his 
own Novitiate. On the same occasion he madea 
conference in preparation for the feast of Pentecost, 
the following Sunday. . 

The next day found them as faithful to their reli- 
gious duties, and the civil war as terrible as ever. 
Their refuge is shaken by the cannonading and ex- 
plosion of a powder magazine close by. The prison- 

ers venture into the streets and after 18 days of 
absence enter their Community. They will never 
forget their flight through the City. The skies were 
litup by the fires of the incendiaries ; the streets 
were piled with debris ; the fusilading continued 
as severely as ever, and behold them now safe in 
the Mother House in presence of some other Bro- 
thers who re-entered it after being driven thence on 
the 20th of May. 

It is easy to imagine the joy of them all in being 
once again united. It was thought that they had 
been killed. « Pity me », said Brother Exurerien 
« for not being worthy of martyrdom. » Péres Oli- 
yaint, Caubert and their companions were at that 
hour massacred by the delirious populace. 

Here is an incident which clearly manifests the 
unshaken confidence he had in Providence. Of the 
entire personnel of the Novitiate but one postulant 


72 BRO, EXUPERIEN 


remained. The terrible revolt had dispersed all; to 
show that he intended to continue the work which 
had been for a while interrupted, he announced his 
intention of giving the holy habit that evening to 
the young man whom nothing could drive from 
those whose mission he wished to make his own. 
What a moment! and what emotions during this 
ceremony that took place almost by stealth, ina 
little cell in the presence of some of the liberated 
prisoners of Mazas, and of Brother Alban-Joseph, 
still dressed in civil costume. After the ceremony all 
went to get their religious habits from the hiding 
place in which they had concealed them three weeks 
before ; and now they put them on with joy. 

Little by little communications between Paris 
and theProyinces were established and Brother Phi- 
lip wrote from Velay to Brother Albert, Visitor of 
Paris : 


« I have received your letters with inexpressible joy. 
Our Brothers are delivered from prison, you have recei- 
ved Holy Communion with Brother Exurenien; he is 
then free! All, yes all, you tell me are free. O, my 
God! May Your holy Name be a thousand times bless- 
ed for this; truly it overwhelms me with joy; and 
all this at the very moment when the papers announ- 
ced that all the hostages had been massacred. » 


On the 9th day of June, the Superior General re- 
entered Paris, and on the 10th he sent a circular to 
have the Institute testify its gratitude to God for 
such a manifest protection, 


BRO. EXUPERIEN 73 


The civil war over, the Novices of Paris who 
had sought refuge in Caen and Clermont were re- 
called to the Mother House. On the 15th of June, 
1871, Brother Exurerien wrote : 


« We recommence to-day the exercises of the Novi- 
tiate, thanks to the arrival of 35 little novices from 
Clermont, whom we organized into three classes; in 
all we are about sixty. Brother Berain-Denis is very: 
sick, he can do no more. Brother Alban-Joseph, so ad- 
mirably devoted during the civil war, is taking a little 
rest, lam charged with the direction of all. » 


He was sorry that he was not permitted to bea 
martyr for the faith, and he wrote to his family : 


« God did not want me.I was not worthy of being a 
martyr. May His holy Will be done. But my sacrifice 
was made, I think. The three weeks of my imprison- 
ment at Mazas were perhaps the happiest and most 
blessed of my life. The disposition of the heart makes 
joy or pain and not the accidentsof life. When God sends 
a trial, he gives the grace to bear it with merit and 
consolation, Faith gives a divine appearance to every- 
thing; it makes everything beautiful, everything desir- 
able, even suffering, prison and death. » 


The same sentiments are manifested in a letter to 
a friend : 


« The trials] have just passed through have not 
sanctified me much because I had not the fidelity ne- 
cessary to take them well, But | found in the doctrine 
of total abandonment a solid support and a great con- 
solation, 
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« Lacknowledge that Iam humiliated to have been 
rejected as a piece of useless stone. God did not want 
me, because I was not mature. What a grand chance I 
missed of going to Heaven! Life is so sad, good is so 
difficult, men so miserable, and I feel myself so incon- 
stant and weak! My sacrifice was made, and made with 
no regrets! What consoles me is that God knows bet- 
ter than I what is necessary for me, I abandon myself 
entirely to His views in my regard. » 


Shortly after his deliverance he invited to a dinner 
a few persons who had displayed their sympathy 
with the Brothers by smoothing their difficulties 
during the Commune. One of the first of these was 
the warder of Mazas, who had carefully looked after 
the transmission of the Brothers’ correspondence, 
and the following morning the jailer was seen at 
the Holy Table at the Mother House, side by side 
with his old prisoner. 

Brother Exuperten thought it a duty to make 
known to all the Brothers the incidents in which 
the Institute was concerned during the eventful pe- 
riod from August 1870 to the end of May 1871. He 
arranged for the writing of several works, among 
others The Brothers of the Christian Schools during 
the Franco-Prussian War and The Episodes of the 
Commune and The Souvenirs of a hostage. 

His duties became more and more absorbing at 
the Novitiate : vocations were more numerous than 
ever, and the future of the district of Paris, in this 
regard was not unpromising. In May 1872, he 
wrote: « This year all our Novitiatesare replenished ; 
for my part | never received so many postulants. 
It is a good sign; God who sends us workmen 
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wishes to employ them. » In November 1872 there 
were 126 subjects in the large Novitiate at Paris; 
that is, 50 more than in August, and 142 little 
novices in the Junior Novitiate, these being about 
the usual numbers, in the best of times. 

Good and numerous vocations were particularly 
needed at this difficult time: In the classes and so- 


dalities was required a work so excessive that only. 


the most robust and zealous could endure, and be- 
sides, on the part of the administration many an 
obstacle was put to Christian education, and many 
an allurement was tried to laicize the teachers. The 
Superiors, guardians of the traditions of regularity 
and abnegation which till that time had been the 
strength of the Congregation, desired nothing so 
much as the perseverance of the Brothers therein. 

Brother Philip, that great workman in the expan- 
sion of our Institute said to Brother Exupentien : 
« God has given our Institute a providential in- 
crease, let us beg Him to crown His mercies to us in 
giving our Brothers an inviolable fidelity to their 
rules and to the Supernatural Spirit. Naturalism is 
the mortal enemy of Religious Orders ; it dominates 
in the world whence it seeks to invade us ». And so 
Brother Exuperten at once wished to re-commence 
the retreats of Thursday, but divers missions on 
which the Superior General had to employ him 
made this impossible for the moment. 

He wrote November 27, 1872 — « I have charge 
of St. Nicolas that is of Paris (Vaugirard), of Issy 
and of Igny. » Circumstances forced this abnormal 


arrangement and we see him exercising some of 


the functions of Visitorand Assistant without being 


oe 
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either. He had need of a clear view of things and an 
abnegation far from ordinary. « What a situation, 
but what courage also » said Brother Alban Joseph. 

It was especially for the relations with externs 
that the Superior found Brother Exuperten useful. 
There was a forced calm in the Capital, but the free- 
thinkers soon manifested their hatred against teach- 
ing orders. 

« Thaveall sorts of work, » wrote Brother Exups- 
nien in December 1872, « but alas, this means that 
all will be spoiled. The General Council of the Seine 
have a desire to render all teaching exclusively secu- 
lar. » After visiting several parties he wrote : « See 
me now, the newspaper delegate ; I“have been well 
received everywhere ; some menare better than their 
principles, but others are much worse. » 

In these various occupations of such diverse cha- 
racters, Brother Alban Joseph was the chief aid of 
his Director, and he had much of the direction of 
the Novitiate. On the 44th of November, 1872, Bro- 
ther Berain Denis died. Brother Exurerien wept for 
him and made the following eulogy in one of bis 
letters : 


« When I returned this morning I found Brother Be- 
rain had gone to Heaven. This sad separation is one of 
the greatest sacrifices of my life. God only knows what 
I lost with the life of this pious young man; every- 
body regards him as a saint, and Brother X.,. has well 
said at the side df his bier : « This is not a coffin, it 
is a reliquary. » Let us ask for grace to do all by the 
guidance of God, the movement of His spirit, and in 
view of pleasing Him. This was the disposition of 
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Brother Berain. Oh, may this holy religious obtain it 
for us too. Itresumes every other disposition. » 


To do all by the guidance of God was for the last | 
twelve years especially, the continual occupation of 
Brother Exuprrien, and because he was super- 
abundantly filled with the spirit of faith, which is 
the spirit of our Institute God is going to open out 
to him new horizons. More extended powers, more 
close intimacy with the higher Superiors, and more 
direct knowledge of the wider interests of the Insti- 
tute were to give him the opportunity of showing 
his calibre. 


CHAPTER VI 


Brother Exuperien, Assistant. General view 
of the exercise of his duties. 


(1873-1905). 


Brother Exuperien was elected delegate to the 
General Chapter of 1873 at which he was elected 
Assistant on the 19th of June. He saw in his new 
position only greater responsibility to serve God 
and to save sotile: A few hours after his election he 
wrote to one of the Brothers: 


« My fears had been but too well founded. A ter- 
rible charge has been imposed upon my weak shoul- 
ders, [do not merit the honor but l accept the troubles. 
Fiat! Pray for me that I may be a docile instrument 
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in the hands of God and thatI may in spite of my un- 
worthiness accomplish some good. Our relations are 
not changed; now more than ever I need friends who 
will give me their advice with entire freedom. » 


Brother Exuperien did not bring to his new posi- 
tion an experience of the direction of large commu- 
nities, nor the administration of a District : but he 


did bring a generous love for souls, and an ascend-— 


ency which men of God always derive from their 
courage in practising perfectly the virtues which 
they preach. Others better than he might prepare 
designs and give them success. None better than he 
reflected on the need which Institutes have of pre- 
serving their primitive spirit in order to resist the 
exterior enemies that would destroy them. His ad- 
ministration was to be essentially that of souls, and 
to continue ina more extended manner his spiritual 
direction begun in the Novitiate. It was to be for 
thirty-two years a continual effort to strengthen 
among us the spirit of faith and abnegation. 

Such an enterprise demanded that the workman be 
a man of God, a voluntary and perpetual sacrifice 
to the Lord, a man who places his joy in tribula- 
tion; one of those humble souls who attribute 
nothing to themselves of the merit of the works they 
are engaged in. — Such was Brother Exupenten 
when he was elected Assistant. A few months after 
his election he wrote : 


« The more I live the less I am of use, Honours are 
not the road to holiness, but I am a little consoled by 
the fact that I have plenty of trouble and trials; these 
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support me and help me to expiate my faults. God will 
act fully in me whenlam practically convinced of my 
nothingness and my impotence, when I shall depend 
only on God and not upon my own industry, when 
after doing all I can I shall consider myself a useless 
servant and shall repeat « it is the Lord who does it 
all »; when I shall havea horror of myself and of what 
Ido and shall say like St. Peter « Depart from me, O 
Lord, for lam a sinful man. » When I shall place all 
my hope in my nothingness and in prayer and await 
all from God. When I shall strive to renounce all my 
views, projects and actions in order to put God in my 
stead : « /t is no longer I who live but Jesus Christ who 
liveth in me.» When, finally, I shall do all by the 
guidance of God. Then God will act in proportion as 
I let Him and do not hinder His action, » 


Now that Brother Exuprrien is gone to receive his 
reward, it is possible to look back at the ensemble 
of his works to appreciate them, and it is allowed 
us to believe that God had raised him up for the 
accomplishment of special designs. 

What was this mission that was confided to Bro- 
ther Exuprrten? For all congregations and at all 
times, especially after a period of rapid extension, 
it is a special grace of God that souls therein are 
inspired to practise heroic virtue. Religious must 
always be on guard against mediocrity in their aspi- 
rations and acts; they must progress from better to 
the more perfect, and must seek their perfection in 
the close study and imitation of the Saint who is 
their Father and Founder. Such was the call of 
Brother Exurerren for more than 30 years. He in- 
cessantly demanded a renovation of soul by an in- 
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creasing fidelity to the virtues essential to our Ins- 
titute. 

Certainly, he never presented himself as exercising 
any very special mission, but by the aid of his 
Notes one can see the lights given him on this 
subject by our Lord and it was enough to have 
assisted at one of his many retreats to comprehend 
all the extent of his plan, of which we briefly give 
the outline. 

If the spirit of St. De La Salle enters more inti- 
mately into the life of his disciples, the supernatural 
will triumph therein. They will have more of the 
spirit of faith and of zeal ; they will be better reli- 
gious, and more apostolic teachers. Such is the 
result which at any price it is necessary to attain. 
But the means thereto? The spirit of the Founder 
dwells specially in his Rules, in his Collection and 
in his Meditations. It is therefore to these three 
chief sources that recourse must be had by Mental 
Prayer made fervently every day and multiplied dur- 
ing Retreats. « Without Meditation it is imposs- 
ible », said Brother Exurerien, « to relish the doc- 
trine of the Founder who was a man of meditation. » 
Hence so many efforts to make St. De La Salle 
better understood by his disciples ; so much zeal in 
aiding the Superiors to establish the Long Exer- 
cises, and the Second Novitiate in which the Bro- 
thers might increase in the spirit of mental prayer ! 

But itis very particularly by the Holy Communion 
that the soul is to receive light and strength to ad- 
vance, and so Brother Exuprrien urged his Bro- 
thers to live in such a way as to be permitted to 
receive Holy Communion more and more frequently. 
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« By an audacious reaction against the Jansenist 
spirit » he loved to repeat, « St. De La Salle pre- 
scribed for his disciples two communions a week 
and excited them to still more frequent reception, 
according to their needs and authorization. What 
would he not counsel to day — he who was always 
so faithful to breathe the spirit of the Church—when 
the doctrine of frequent communion meets with — 


_ very few opponents! » 


—_— 


« Fervent and frequent communions » he conti- 
nued, « will cause grace to superabound in our 
souls and will dispose us for a most efficacious 
apostolate. Like our holy Founder and according 
to his teachings we will seek, above all to rear our 
pupils according to the Gospel maxims ; like him 
and in his spirit, we will extend our solicitude to 
the pupils who have quitted our classes, and by 
works of perseverance truly christian we will offer 
them a safeguard for their faith and their vir- 
tue. » 

We know the brave initiative of Brother Exuperien” 
in this matter. His Association of St. Benedict Jo- 
seph Labre was an audacious undertaking. It is the 
general type on which all works for youths and 
young men may be shaped by modifying them ac- 
cording to local conceptions and exigencies. 


Such in general were the main lines of spiritual 
progress which Brother Exuperten wished us to 
accomplish. By his prayers, his examples and his 
penances, by his retreats of all kinds, by his spiri- 
tual directions and daily exhortations; by his cho- 
sen auxiliaries to whom he communicated his de- 
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vouring zeal he has exercised amongst us a durable 
and beneficent mission. 
> His directorship of an important Noyitiate for 
twelve years served him very much in this mission. 
Here he made a serious study of the ascetic life and 
in particular of the spirituality of St. John Baptist 
cde la Salle, and placed in community a great number 





of Brothers disposed to follow his strong lead. His — 


authority as Assistant lent aid to his zealous exhor- 
tations, and his long termas such was providential. 

The perseverance of Brother Exurerien in his ef- 
forts for good was the admiration of all who saw 
him act. A priest who knew him intimately for 
twenty-five years said of him : 


« My conviction is that God has raised up Brother 
Exurenien to produce an increase of the supernatural 
spirit in your Institute. He has given him a rare power 
toact and to suffer, and a great persistence in putting in 
practice the means necessary to infuse anew the spirit 

_of St. De La Salle among you. In this regard the gifts 
he has received are of an eminent degree ; in other res- 
pects he seems to me to be perhaps, less endowed. But 
we are not to complain that God has not favored him 
with gifts of a great administrator when we think of 
the choice qualities which make the apostle and the 
saint that He has given him. All this seems to me to 
be entirely providential. » 


4 


Long before becoming Assistant he felt a mysteri- 


ous force impelling him to pray and to suffer for © 


the spiritual needs of the Institute. In his Notes of 
March 19, 1866, we read : 


: 
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« Allpowerful and eternal God, though unworthy asI 
am, confiding in your infinite bounty I take the solemn 
promise to offer every day to Your Divine Majesty my 
sufferings and my life for the salvation of souls and in 
particular for the sanctification of our Institute, 

« I beg of You for the Institute the good formation and 
perseverance of the Novices ; the efficacy of the retreats, 
wisdom in the nominations and the elections; an in- 


crease of the spirit of sacrifice, and of reparation, the 


love of the sufferings of our Lord and the multiplica- 
tion of voluntary victims; devotion to Mary, Mother of 
Grace, the propagation of devotion to St. Joseph and 
the triumph of the idea of Brother Barmier (fervent 
communions in the Institute). 

« By the same promise and for these ends I will pa- 
tiently and without murmur endure humiliations, con- 
tradictions, sufferings and death, and beg You each day 
to accept me as victim, and to lead me by way of the 
cross in imitation of Your Divine Son. 

« Taccept also all sorts of humiliations in retreats 
and instructions so that Jesus may increase and I dimin- 


ish. I make the sacrifice of all spiritual consolations 


if it be for the greater glory of God. 

« Agonizing Heart of Jesus, Victim of love for us, 
deign to unite me to Your holy dispositions. Compas- 
sionate Heart of Mary be propitious to me so that] may 
faithfully accomplish my promises. Supplicate the 
Holy Spirit to bless me with His mostabundant graces. 
Amen. » 


A letter dated at the commencement of 1870 re- 
veals perfectly the disposition of Brother Exurerten, 
It shows his desire that God might shower on the 
Institute an abundance of the spirit which animated 
St. John Baptist De La Salle and his first disciples. 
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« The desire to sanctify ourselves and to secure a 
real return of the Institute to its primitive spirit comes 
from on high, Let us pray, make reparation in union 
with our Lord. Of ourselves we are nothing, in Him 
every thing. We have our Lord with us in nearly a 
thousand Tabernacles, and there are in the Institute 
more thana million communions a year, And how 
anany masses are heard! Our progress in the spiritual 
‘life will come from these sources. We possess Him who 
has said: « Behold I will renew all things. » The Holy 
Ghostis strongly breathing this primitive spiritin some 
souls that I know intimately.A holy religious has said 
to me : A man who feels the needs of his Institute and 
who prays for this intention, specially if he does so by 
the movement of the spirit of God becomes for his So- 
ciety, as it were, an organ of respiration. 

« All my dreams, my prayers and my sacrifices tend 
irresistibly to this object. | begin to realize that prayer 
and abandonment to God are everything for the great 
work of the perfecting of the spiritual life of our dear 
Institute. All my prayer on this point is in the Colleet 
for the XXIVth Sunday after Pentecost : « Quicken, © 
we beseech Thee, O Lord, the wills of Thy faithful ; that 
they, more earnestly seeking after the fruit of divine 
grace, may more abundantly receive the healing gifts 
of thy Mercy. 

« I wish to use my providential position only for the 
greater good, provided that my sins and my defects 
place no obstacle thereto. Let us ask above all, diffi- 
dence and contempt of ourselves. When we have this 
spirit God will do great things by us. » 


As Assistant he felt that God wanted him to pre- 
pare the means for the increase of fervor in the In- 
stitute : for this purpose he multiplied his prayers 
and sacrifices. But this dominant solicitude did not 
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turn him from his administrative duties toward the 
districts of Paris and of Le Puy which were confided 
to him. 

We have already remarked that his aptitude for 
the management of material affairs were notas mark- 
ed as his talent for spiritual direction. But he was 
a good judge of men. He was not self-opinionated 
and often adopted the plans of others when he 
thought them better. He had entire confidence in his 
co-workers. And to no one did he give more abso- 
lute credence and freedom to execute his projects 
than to Brother Alban Joseph, Provincial of Paris. 
This latter, with his great practical sense, calm tena- 
city, and encouragement to his helpers was able to 
realize the designs of his Assistant, and then each 
would give the other credit for the success of the 
Common work. 

The great tact of Brother Exurerren joined to an 
exquisite urbanity of manner caused him to be em- 
ployed by the Superiors to represent them in the re- 
lations of the Institute with secular authorities. He 
thus came into contact with the Clergy of many dio- 
ceses, with academic authorities, public function- 
aries and notable laymen who directed important 
Catholic works. 

With his friends he had a delicate and religious 
abandon free from all familiarity : with adversaries 
he was always conciliatory and thus rendered less 
irritating the differences which arose. With everyone 
his intelligent zeal made him an apostle. He was 
what he often said a religious should be, « A man 
of God in his dealings with externs. » 
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From 1868, Brother Philip confided to him diffi- 
cult missions in relation to ministries and public 
authorities : and Brother Irlide continued him in 
the same role which he always kept afterwards. « By 
his upright character and disinterestedness to pers- 
onal success and lack of the artificial subtlety of 
diplomacy he gained universal sympathy for the 
Institute of which he was the delegate. » He had to 
labor seriously to defend the Brothers from oppres- 
sive measures while their schools were Communal, 
They had in him an advocate always ready to plead 
their cause when the schools became free. 

The intercourse of Brother Exurerten with Messrs. 
Jules Simon and Gréard; Me d’Hulst and Ms de 
Ségur; the Viscount Armand de Melun and the 
Marquis de Ségur, Doctor Ricord and many others, 
would furnish very interesting details. We will men- 
tion but one instance among thousands equally in- 
teresting. Brother Exurerien greatly admired the 
talent of the great journalist, Louis Veuillot, and 
the affection of the latter for him was sincere. One 
day as they were talking, in the Univers office, the 
indefatigable Champion of Catholic causes said: 

— Do you know, Brother Exuegnsen, that there 
is something among several others lacking in me? 

— God has so wonderfully endowed you both in 
mind and in heart, that we scarcely think of what 
you lack, we so much admire what you possess. 

— I should have been your pupil, because | am 
a child of the people. 

— Providence has its designs. But you would then 
have less hatred for Godless schools, and we would 
have missed many a beautiful page, 
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Then, suddenly a priest enters. « Brother Exure- 
niEN, Lhaye the honor to present to you my con- 
fessor. He is so amiable as to think my time pre- 
cious; he comes to me, whereas itis lwho should go 
to him. » And Louis Veuillot then retired to an ad- 
joining room to make his confession. 

Some time after Brother Exurenien asked permis- 
sion to cull extracts fromthe works of Louis Veuillot, 
to be united in a volume intended for youth. He 
received the following response : 


« My very dear Brother : 2 


« My field belongs to you. Take a sheaf at your will: 
Laceept this honor which I would not have dared to ask 
of you. | wish Ihad been your pupil. | had a good right 
to such a privilege, by my birth and my fortune: it is 
not my fault if | have had different teachers. I am the 
poor son of poor people. God has given me the grace to 
enter upon the « good way » but had I been your pupil 
I would walk therein more surely and more rapidly, 

« But, correct, retrench at your will : give them 
the titles that please you I beg of you to take charge of 
it all, for | am beginning to feel old and fatigued and 
am very busy. 

« You will reward me beyond my deserts if you 
kindly pray for 


« Your respectful servant, 


« Lours VEvuILLor. » 


There is one class of proceeding by which Brother 
Exuprenien caused many a poor soul to repent before 
betag called to give an account of a misspent life. 


Let us recount these a little. 
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With certain men in Parisian Society his official 
relations were on more than one occasion colored 
by sympathy and then by intimacy. In his apos- 
tolic zeal he used such occasion to discreetly recall 
belief in religious truths so long held in abeyance. 
Then the hour of death showed them the emptiness 
of all earthly honors and pleasures. It was at such 
time that Brother Exuperien intervened and spoke 
kindly of the « Great Duty ». He spoke with so 
much indulgence that the poor dying man would 
generally be the first to lament and condemn his 
own past errogs. And then he would himself ask 
for the priest to come. But who can ever tell by 
what prayers and sacrifices Brother Exvuperien ob- 
tained such signal grace for these poor, deluded 
men? Always diffident in himself, he interested 
some elect souls in the work, and to those after 
God he always attributed the success. 

The general direction of the communities put 
him in connection with the clergy of various dio- 
ceses. The letters of many bishops sent us at his 
death, manifest their esteem. We will give them la- 
ter on. 


Mer. de Ligonnés, Vicar General and Superior 
of the Grand Seminary of Mende writes us : 


« With all my heart lam among the friends who de- 
plore the death of the Venerable Brother Exurenien. The 
divine Master has given him a glorious and cordial 
welcome on high, and his protection over us will be 
powerful; I should have been happy to receive his 
blessing as he was departing for Heaven, but I shall 
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always depend upon his aid in all the works with 
which I may be connected. 

« Lhave long admired Brother Exurenien. I have ra- 
rely known any one whose mind was more widely _ 
open to all that could in any way give glory to God or 
salvation to souls. No matter what were the difficulties, 
he was always certain to accomplish prodigies of cha- 
rity once a supernatural motive could be assigned. 
The good he accomplished at Lozére is incalculable, 
and always his chief concern was less material pros- 
perity of works, than the spiritual advancement of 
souls, 

« Ihave often noticed a veritable audacity in his un- 
dertakings joined to a calm and self-possession that 
could come only from sanctity. All his administrative 
occupations could not distract him from exercises of 
piety long and fervent; from the direction of souls, 
the promotion of studies, and all with a single object 
in view, that which St. De La Salle would have, had he 
been in his place. 

« He was at the same time an administrator, an apo- 
stle, an ascetic. The good he has done will remain. I 
hope that by his intercession with God the establish- 
ments which he founded may overcome all obstacles 
that threaten them, and that he shall see them re-open 
more prosperous than ever if a momentary tempest 
shall disperse them. 

« Let us pray, hope, act, and count on him who 
during life was one of our strongest supports. 

« Please accept the expression of my most respectful 
and religious sentiments, Most Honored Brother, 


« G. De Liconneés. » 
We cite some fragments of letters addressed to 
us by ecclesiastics who had relations with Brother 
Exupenien in ‘Paris : 
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« I have always admired the great religious spirit of 
Brother Exurenien and his ardent zeal for the perfec- 
tion of his Brothers, together with his rare qualities 
of mind and heart. I have always received great edifi- 
cation by his true sanctity and I shall treasure it as 
one of the dearest remembrances of my priestly life. » 

«It was my good fortune to often meet this great 
servant of God, and I always came away deeply moved 
by his sincere piety. That which impressed me the most 
in him was his spirit of faith which made him turn all 
subjects of conversation toward God and the good of 
souls; and to this same end he bent all the energies of 
his active nature. When the conversation turned on 
other subjects he soon became silent or disappeared al- 
together. Itis this spirit of faith, which is the distinc. 
tive mark of the disciples of St. De La Salle which he 
would like to see reign in them all. » 

« Brother Exurerren showed himself in all things and 
for all, the man of God. More than any one else, did he 
comprehend this first question of the Catechism, which 
resumes his life, viz; that man, and withmuch great- 
er reason the religious was created to know, love and 
serve God, and solely for that purpose, He has now rejoin- 
ed in Heaven those Brothers of the Christian Schools 
who had in an eminent degree the spirit of St. John 
Baptist De La Salle. I hope that numerous and well- 
informed witnesses will send you ample material with 
which to write a beautiful volume, the life of a Saint. » 


Brother Exurerien was a member of the Superior 
Council of Public Instruction from 1897 to 1904, 
where he represented free Catholic education. He 
was named as member of the Committee of disci- 
pline and of cases in litigation. This Committee had 
power relative to the opening of schools and to the 
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disciplinary measures pronounced by Academic 
Councils. No matter how absorbed he might be by 
his various occupations, he always found time to 
study the questions that were to come before the 
Committee and always to be present at the meetings. 
And he received in these gatherings the respect and 
sympathy that were shown him everywhere else, Of 
this the following lines bear testimony : 


«1 have preserved pleasant remembrances of Brother 
Exurenien, with whom I had relations during several 
years at the Superior Councii of Public Instruction. He 
had a very well-balanced mind ; he maintained his own 
opinion with firmness, with real ability, and with such 
sincerity that we all were compelled to do him homage, 
Often we were in contradiction, one with the other, 
without bowever using one unpleasant word. He was 
an excellent colleague from whomI have always re- 
ceived polite and courteous treatment... 


Another writes : 


« I knew Brother Exurenien at the Superior Council 
of Public Instruction, He was always an object of the 
respect and Sympathy of his colleagues, even of those 
who least shared his opinions. The cause of Christian 
Education received in him an authoritative defender 
who consecrated thereto his zeal and indefatigable de- 
votedness. » 


This same zeal and devotedness that all admired 
in Brother Exurerien shone conspicuously in the 
works he undertook to form fervent religious and 
apostolic teachers, We shall study the principal of 
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these works and show some of the virtues that Bro- 
ther Assistant practised in his fruitful Apostolate. 


CHAPTER VII 


Brother Exuperien and the Schools ; 
his ideas on Education. 


During the sad crisis that preceded the death of 
Brother Exurenien, he often cried out: « What is to 
become of the Schools of Paris? Letus save the child- 
ren of Paris. » And how often had we not heard 
him utter this same sad cry of the heart during the 
45 years that he consecrated to school work in the 
Capital! The youth of these schools did not know 
him personally, but he was nevertheless one of their 
greatest benefactors. As Director of Novices, as As- 
sistant he had the constant solicitude of forming to 

, St. De La Salle disciples animated by his spirit so 

as to give these children teachers who were to con- 
duct them to Jesus Christ. 
_ Of Paris, Brother Exuperien understood the needs 
and the resources; he loved its great charity, its 
urbanity, the intensity of its intellectual life. If 
anyone spoke disparagingly of the great city in his 
presence, Br. Exurerien defended it as one would 
defend a person beloved, whose faults are well recog- 
nized but who is cherished notwithstanding. 

When Brother Exurenien took direction of the Dis- 
trict of Paris, there were 117 communities from 
which the Brothers directed 251 schools public or 
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free in ten different departments. Some of these com- 
munities since divided, had thirty or forty Bro- 

_ thers. The Community of St. Augustine which had 
45 Brothers under Brother Marius, had been divid- 
ed; but the Community of St. Nicolas-des-Champs 
whose Director was Brother Angelum had four 
quarters, 25 classes and 1200 pupils. Under the di- 
rection of Brother Nicolaiis, succeeded by Brother. 
Adelminien, the Community of the Holy Child Je- 
sus, with four quarters, had 19 classes and 1100 
pupils. The following tables will show what our 
schools of the department of the Seine were before 
1880, and what activity was necessary on the part 
of Brother Assistant and his Visitors of that time, 
Bros. Angelum and Anthymius. 


DATES HOUSES | Brothers |ScHOOLS|CLASSES| PUPILS 


34 Déc, 4875 805 440 | 29.644 
— A877 900 430 | 28.888 
— 1878 913: f 433 | 28.182 
— 1879 869 387 | 23.936 





Immediately after the Commune competitions 
were re-established between the communal schools 
of Paris whether lay or belonging to the teaching 
Orders for the admission of candidates to the higher 
municipal schools. The successes obtained in these 
competitions during thirty-five years, from 1844 to 
4879 was an official attestation of the excellent teach- 
ing in our classes. Brother Assistant encouraged the 
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oS 


Brothers to maintain the fair name of our Schools — 


ry but often warned them not to set their hearts on ex- 

“a terior results so as to forget the essential object of — 
e our mission. In 1874 he wrote: 

a 

; 


« If our pupils were as well prepared for the battle 
of life as they are for the contest of examination, it 
would be marvelous; consoling results are obtained 
in the competitions, but this is insignificant when 
compared with the true end to pursue. God blesses us 
for our intentions and views not for the labor and suc- 
cess. To pursue external advantages is to seek one’s self, 
to be soul-hunters is to love God and procure His 


glory. » 
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In addition to the fatigues incidental to the classes 
during the day, the Brothers added — not however 
without help — the meritorious labors of Courses 
for Adults, from 8 to 10 in the evening. Those of 
St. Nicolas-des-Champs and of Ste. Marguerite were 
' justly renowned. In some of these schools, numerous 
soldiers came; as many as three hundred of them 
to St. Nicolas. Statistics show more than 4500 pupils 
for these evening courses in 1875, while in 1879 
there were but 1580, 

. These figures have their significance. The dimi- 
nution in the number of pupils in the day classes, 
as well as in the evening classes, coincides with the 
administration waged against the Brothers in the 
abusive and retroactive interpretation of the law of 
March 15, 1850, Long before the laicization of pro- 
grams and obligatory instruction of 1882 and that 
of the staff in 1886 the Communal Schools of Paris 
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were to be taken from us. En 1877 the payment of 
the Brothers was diminished by fifty francs. In 1878 
it was still further reduced by two hundred francs 
and the capitation grant for each pupil was reduced 
to two francs and seventy centimes annually. « In 
recompense for your success », said Brother Irlide to 
the Directors of Paris, « they are trying to starve 
you. But this is nota reason to be less zealous in 
preparation for the examinations. In a certain sense’ 
these area question of life or death for our schools. » 
But already the death of these same schools had 
been decreed, the stroke was their laicization in 
1879 and 1880. 

From the start Brother Exuprrien recognized the 
divine will. He writes in his Notes of 1878 : 


« God never deceives himself; but we deceive our- 
selves whenever we judge differently from him and 
blame the orders of His Providence. All that he per- 
mits is for our good..He draws matter for his glory 
from the miscarriage of our best projects and from the 
destruction of that which seemed most stable. Do not 
the trees need to be pruned, renewed ? So it is with 
men and institutions, Let us do all the good that we 
can in our new situation, like the farmer, who saves 
what he can from inundations and sudden disaster to 
his harvests. Draw good from everything, Abandon 
nothing, but act as if everything which imperils us 
should soon go crash like a baseless scaffolding. Think 
of the beginnings of our Institute; it has become so 
prosperous, so living, only because it has been sorely 
tried. » 


Catholic charity surpassed itself in its determina- 
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tion to replace the Communal Schools that were 
taken from the Brothers, by free parochial schools. 
So generous were the gifts and sacrifices, the clergy 
of Paris were so devoted, and so pressing were the 
invitation of Cardinal Guibert and his Coadjutor, 
Mer. Richard, that Brother Exuperten and his Visi- 
tors set to work to correspond to advances so fayor- 
able and honorable. « If you but knew what heavy 
sacrifices are made to support our Schools » said he, 
« you would, my dear Brothers, be greatly encour- 
aged. Let us be devoted to accomplish what is ex- 
pected of our zeal. » 

In order to permit the pupils to remain longer in 
our classes, four commercial schools were created 
where the older pupils were admitted after a com- 
petition. In 1880, the year after the laicization of the 
schools, we had in the department of the Seine 60 
communities instead of 47 in 1873, and 85 schools 
instead of 88. The District of Paris then had 99 
Communities and 155 schools. 

Although they were more numerous, the commu- 
nities were less important. The dispersion had mod- 
ified some old customs but at the same time there 
was a compensation by the regularity of the houses, 
by the suppression of schools not in the house, by 
the facility with which each Director could attend to 
a restricted number of classes. The trammels against 
Christian teaching were now. shaken off and the 
schools were permitted to be truly such as the hoiy 
Founder had wished them to be. This was the great 
preoccupation of Brother Exupenien, He asked : 


« Are we going to realize the type of schools created 
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by St. De La Salle? How culpable we should be, if our 
children were not formed to all the virtues of their 
age, according to the expression of Canon Blain. The 
most monstrous kind of laicization would be that of 
the heart of a religious vowed to teaching. » 


A Brother Director writes : « In spite of all sorts 
of difficulties Brother Exurenien began a regular. 
campaign to have the pupils assist at Holy Mass at 
least once or twice a week, and to establish in all 
schools the retreat at the opening of the scholastic 
year. He was more than ever insistent on the pre- 
scriptions of the Rulein regard to the Catechism. He 
did ali that was possible to have the children fre- 
quent the Sacraments. In order to attain these ends 
he gave a new impetus to the Christian formation of 
the pupils. He established in the classes the Apo- 
stleship of Prayerand Sodalities which till then were 
mainly confined to‘our boarding schools. He pub- 
lished a brochure which contained practical means 
for this purpose. » 

To deseribe the devoted energy of Brother Exure- 
rien from 1873 to 1905 for the district of Paris, and 
the intelligent assistance rendered by Brother Alban- 
Joseph the Provincial, and by the Brothers Visitors, 
would be to write the history of that vast district. 
The Chapters following will give a mere glance at 
the works undertaken by the dear deceased. He loved 
equally all the communities of his district and often 
gaye evident marks thereof. We know the divers 
interests that must be reconciled in the proper run- 
ning ¢f parochial schools ; he always brought there- 
to that spirit of moderation and firmness, which 
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prepared a way for the success of their united efforts. 
The schools of the Work of St. Nicolas placed him 
in relation with the committee that administered the 
affairs of the establishments in Paris (Vaugirard), 
Issy, Igny, and Buzenval. M. Crépon des Varennes, 
vice-president of the committee and honorary coun- 
cillor of the Court of Cassation, writes an apprecia- 
tion of Brother Exurerien : 


« The eminent Cardinal Guibert said in speaking of 
the Work of St. Nicolas : It is the first in my diocese, 
and Brother Exurerten regarded it as the Chef-d’@uvre 
of the works undertaken by the Brothers of the Christ- 
ian Schools in Paris. It sufficed him to see this grand 
population of over 3000 boys, this « Hive » of intelli- 
gence, gay, winsome, contented, to know that it was 
not the head alone thatis formed in our establishments, 
but likewise the heart, the soul on which are lavished 
the best and most touching attentions; and that each 
of these establishments was a veritable moral sanito- 
rium. Such a result is not to be obtained in a day, 
and I do not hesitate to affirm that Brother Exurenten 
was the chief instrument in the creation of such esta- 
blishments that permitted so many families to find 
for their boys a shelter, that they would vainly seek 
elsewhere. 

« It is not for me to say how holy this good religious 
was; I am happy however to give testimony to the man, 
the determined workman who spent himself absolutely 
with self-abnegation and courage in his numerous 
undertakings especially that in which he cooperated 
with us. » 


From 1873 to 1882, and from 1890 to 1905 Bro- 
ther Exupenten was charged with the District of Le 
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Puy. He greatly loved that region for the deep faith 


and simplicity of its people, for the sympathy they 
had with the Brothers, for the good done there by 


his inferiors and for the numerous religious voca- 


tions that were there developed. 

In 1873 there were in this district 26 houses and 
32 schools; in 1880 there were 32 houses and 40 
schools, and in 1904 there were 48 houses and 48 
schools. So that by the divine blessing, the support 
of the bishops and clergy, the confidence of the 
people and the pecuniary sacrifices of the Institute, 
he saw the number of establishments almost doubled 
during his administration. 

The laicization of the schools was later here than 
in Paris, and caused admirable devotedness on the 
part of the Brothers, and manifested an obstinate at- 
tachment to them on the part of the people. The 
schools were reorganized and Br. Exuperien thanked 
Notre-Dame du Puy for aiding a district whose 
adversaries had determined to destroy its works. 


It was with joy that he made there his annual vi- 
sits. Even the Communities situated in the most 
mountainous parts had the pleasure of welcoming 
him. He loved to say : « Here is my house » at each 
of these communities he visited. And he had very 
good reasons for saying so. He was rejoiced to see 
God's work being done, classes filled with children, 
and Novitiates where numerous vocations promised 
good teachers for these classes, He used to say : 
« Paris has greater resources, your country has 
greater faith; it is fair that you should be aided ». 
He knew the financial embarrassments of his Com- 
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munities; to help them he distributed what other 
communities better circumstanced and generous be- 


nefactors placed at his disposal. When he returned’ 


to Paris he would declare « | am consoled, happy, 
and penniless. » 

Yes he was happy in hin « dear» District for 
which he labored with so much ardor. He received 
the friends and benefactors of his communities. 
He was the personification of cordiality to the parents 
of the Brothers through whose villages he passed, 
- and with affable cordiality called on them to salute 
them. His presence there always caused them a filial 
joy; he was surrounded and questioned, and he 
answered without growing weary. « It is now 
thirty years since I firstknew Brother Exurerien, » 
wrote a Brother.« He always loved us much, but in 
proportion as he increased in sanctity he became 
more expressive in his testimony of affection. » 

He did not restrict himself to presiding the annual 
retreat; he travelled throughout the District. He 
was rejoiced when he beheld any improvements in 
the buildings, and at times he would say « that’s 
right: build, adapt, improve, this is necessary and I 
will help you in it, but take care that God has a large 
part in all these preoccupations. Theyare not worth 
one quarter of an hour’s meditation well made, ora 
slight sacrifice offered to Our Lord. » In his journeys 
from one Community to another, Br, Exurenren 
usually had Brothers toaccompany him; these were 
profoundly impressed by his virtues. A Direetor 
writes « We were talking on serious matters when 
suddenly he asked the time and suspending the 
conversation said : « In union with all our Brothers 
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who are praising the Most Blessed Virgin at this 
moment; Dignare Me laudare te &c; and then we 
recited the beads. » Another Director adds « Never 
did Brother Assistant visit anything through curios-| 
ity. He had a keen sense of the beautiful and yet he 
generally appeared to be indifferent to the most ad- 
mirable sights. In the streets, on the railways, in 
cars, he occupied himself in saying his beads, in 
making the way of the cross, in reading or in medi- 
tation. In hismoments of greatest abandon one could 
but admire his noble soul under control by self- 
abnegation, filled by divine love. One remained 
awestruck to see oneself so poor in the presence of 
a man in whom no one ever perceived anything but 
exalted virtue. » 


In 1891 Brother Exuperten met with an accident 
in Le Puy. One of the Provincials recounts it thus : 

« It was the last day of the annual retreat. A long 
established custom allows the Brothers to go to 
Notre-Dame du Puy to place their resolutions under 
her care by receiving the Holy Communion at the 
Basilica. About one hundred Brothers had gone 
there that day, 

«A moment after the Holy Communion they 
heard a noise as of a body falling on the pavement. 
It was Brother Exuperten who had fallen and struck 
his head with violence on the stone floor. Exteriorly 
only a bruise could be seen, but the shock to the 
neryous centres was so great that he was unconscious 
for several hours. How did he fall? Brother Visit- 
or, who slept in the room next to his, had heard him 
during a great part of the night at his exercises of 
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piety and mortification, therefore he was worn out. — 


He was brought at once to the adjoining boating 
school where the physician still found him unecon- 


scious. But he soon recovered his senses when they 


began to take off his clothes, and he tried to 
prevent it with great energy. He was compelled by 
force to submit, and it was then found that his body 


was covered, practically, with instruments of pen-_ 


ance.» , 
But the alarm of the Brothers was not to be of 


long duration, for two days later he went to visit the 


Brothers at Chambon who were making the thirty 


days’ retreat. Soon after he was at Clermont where — 


by mistake he left in his room some jnstruments of 
penance which are now preserved as relics, At Paris 
he was forced to takea rest, butas soon as he could, 
he went to Athis to make a retreat. There he spent 
an entire night inthe chapel where he was found in 
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the morning lying beside his Prie-Dieu chilled with 


the cold. 


Why so many austerities ?— Among divers other 
intentions one was to obtain for his Brothers, the 
graces necessary to render their apostolate fruitful 
among the children. Voluntary suffering correspond- 
ed with the high idea that Brother Exupenien had of 
the work of education. It is useful to know of his 
ideas on this matter in order to judge of the value of 
this part of the Apostolate of this worthy religious. 

As he never tired of repeating in his retreats and 
private exhortations all is supernatural in the work 
of education : the end that is proposed, the vecation 
of the teacher, and the means and conditions to be 
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employed. A few citations will bring to light his 
thoughts on the subject : 


« There are but two forces in the world : Jesus 
Christ and the Demon. Between these two there is a 
terrible combat, the theatre of which is the school. Itis 
absolutely necessary to Christianize youth, or there 
will be established a condition of society worse than 
heathenism. Let us make ourselves saviours of souls: 
this is the most beautiful title of a Brother of the 
Christian Schools. The mission of redeeming captives 
was beautiful, but is that of a Brother less so ? The 
Brothers must be zealous members of the real Anti- 
slavery League, for by their vocation they are to safe- 
guard the innocence of childrenand thus put them ina 
position to avoid the hard, shameful slavery of the 
passions. » 


If the teacher is a true Apostle, the salvation of 
souls is for him a work that surpasses every other. 
Brother Exurerten wanted his Brothers to give 
great care to the teaching of profane studies but he 
warned them not to be deceived : 


« To instruct children may be but a trade ; to make 
them true Christians is an Apostolate. As far as the 
soul, Heaven, eternity are above the body, earth and 
time, so far also is the formation of souls more noble 
than secular studies. » 


And he continued in his usual manner by asking 


pressing questions. 


When you see your pupils what thoughts are up- 


permost in your mind ? That they may do you creditat 
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the examinations ? or that rather by the grace of God, 
through your prayers, your sacrifices and their cons- 
tant efforts they may live in innocence ? How deplor- 
able if we considered only those things that make 
‘external show! Remember that God will be content 
only with devotedness animated by the spirit of faith.» 


Christian education, so much recommended by 
peother Exurenren, does not then, consistin propos- 
ing to the children a certain number of pious prac- 
lices or in reciling prayers, Before all, it strives to 
inspire them with the Christian spirit, and to cause 
them to regulate their lives by the Gospel maxims, 
He writes: 


« Let us not deceive ourselves : Our chief work is to 
teach the catechism and to form Christians who will 
live according to the Gospel. If we failed in this, our la- 
bors would be lost. If such negligence became general, 
the Institute would have no more reason to exist, since 
it would have forgotten the inspiring idea of its Found- 
er. Each Brother fulfils his role and is of worth before 
God only as far as he understands this obligation and 
gives his care, his zeal, and his life to accomplish it. » 


This is a beautiful role ; but how can one acquit 
oneself well thereof? The indispensable means so 
often recalled by Brother Exurenien are : Love of 
souls, the care to advance daily in perfection, the 
spirit of prayer and of sacrifice, humility and diffi- 
dence in oneself, 

In reference to the love of souls, Brother Exurnr- 
nen wrote toa Brother Director : 
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« St. Paul wrote // /had the gift of prophecy, if 1 had 
understanding of all the mysteries and of all science and 
had not Charity, Lam nothing. 1 apply these words to 
the teacher and say: If you had all sciences and all 
professional qualifications, and if you accomplished 
wonders in your class-room, these would profit you 
nothing if you had not love for souls which is a form 
of charity. To love souls is to seek to place them on 
the road to Heaven; it is to instruct them in their 
duties, to preserve them from evil and to lead them to 
good, and especially to teach them to know and love 
Jesus Christ. How insignificant is all else besides this 
grand affair! Do you strive by all means in your power 
to pursue this great aim, the only one worthy of God 
and of you ? » 


The Supernatural love of souls leads the Educator 
to seek help from God who alone gives force to the 
will in the struggle against the passions. Brother 
Exuperien said : 


« To speak for a few minutes each day to children 
or young men; to speak words that carry and penetrate 
is difficult. 

« To teach every day catechism that enlightens the 
mind, warms the heart — who by human strength 
alone can flatter himself that he succeeds therein? 
There is no other means than to be a man of medila- 
tion because God alone can enable us to reach souls, 
The power of persuasion is in prayer. » 

« In order to promote the Christian spirit in our 
classes and works of perseverance begin by praying 
with ardent faith and unlimited confidence, He who 
loves the solitude of the Tabernacle in order to pray, 
will see results of his prayer that will astonish himself, 
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Therefore let men of zeal be before everything men of — 
prayer, if they would have their works succeed. » 


i i 
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ay 
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It was not mere formulas of prayer multiplied | _ 


with Our Lord, in a word, the interior life. It was — 
in this constant union with God that he saw the 
only preservative against the dangers of a too great 
activity. « The more our life is consumed by a fever- 
ish activity, the more we must refreshen our soul 
by frequent returns to Our Lord. » ‘Nad 


= 
: ana 
He wrote to a Brother Director : ; 


« Till now you haye worked more than you have — 
prayed : for the future you must pray more than you. 5 
act. Prayer is the counterpoise against self love and 
confidence in oneself. The Directors aré bound to main= 
tain this spirit of prayer in the souls of their Brothers — 
as much as they are obliged to keep the lamp burning 
before the Most Blessed Sacrament. » « You workhard » | 
wrote he to a teacher « but be careful to give Our Lord 
shares in all you do: If the Lord is not the architect of 
the house, he labors in vain who would try to build it. 
You exhaust yourselfin excessive surveillance; have 
Our Lord and the Angel Guardian always by your side, 
If the Lord does not keep the city (which is here the 
souls of the children) it is in vain they who guard it . 
watch over it. God seeks for interior men dead to self 
esteem, to accomplish His work, These will not fileh 
away His Glory. » 


Christian teachers are in some sort Cooperators 
with Christ in the redemption of men, But as Bro- 
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ther Exuperten said « It costs to be a saviour » and 
he explains his idea thus : 


« In the army of Apostolic workmen one can distin- 
guish the body and the soul. Those who work with - 


merely human motives even should they wear them- 
selves out compose the body; those whom the spirit 
of sacrifice renders like unto Jesus crucified a 
the soul. » 


See-here the great means of successful work, to 
render oneselflike unto Jesus crucified. On the sub- 
ject of Apostolic suffering, Brother Exuperten was 
inexhaustible. His own pateobal experience made 
him vividly realize the truth of this doctrine. He 
said; ; 


« Nothing attracts souls so much as a mortified 
man; the word counts for little in doing good for souls ; 
it must be accompanied by prayer and sacrifice, It 
needs men who are either already crucified or who 
are in the way of crucifixion. Nothing without the 
cross, but everything with it. We save souls in propor- 
tion as we suffer to bring down upon them the Di- 
vine grace, » 


To the spirit of prayer and of sacrifice, the edu- 
cator must join humility, diffidence in himself, and 
confidence in God. He writes : 


« God leayes the works of the proud sterile and 
crowns with benediction instruments that are humble 
in Hjs hands. « One has power over souls in proportion 


to one’s persuasion of one’s own impotence, and one’s 
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confidence in expecting all from God. The more I love 
abjection the more I shall become the fit instrument 
of God. Humble prayer operates more efficaciously 
than personal effort, and the two should be combined. » 


And he continues to explain this favorite doctrine: 


¢ Nothing is more harmful to us than this deeply 
rooted confidence in ourselves, our industry and our 
personal resources ; theoretically we justly say with 
St. Paul « Of myself I can do nothing »; and we be- 
lieve the words of Our Lord: « Without Me you can do 
nothing» ; but in practice man is naturally pelagian. 
He thinks he suffices for himself, at first he has re- 
course to his own efforts, he makes use of his own me- 
thods, he prepares his plans before asking help from 
God. There are so few persuaded of their own absolute 
inefficiency, » 

« Always to go to God to beg His help would be true 
humility, and in this way we would spare ourselves 
many acts of stupidity, How many towers of Babel there 
are! We work, we fatigue’ ourselves, fight against 
want of success and pride mingling with it all, we 
would be killed sooner than give in, But, because God 
counts for nothing in this activity nothing results 
therefrom. When it is not holy obedience that engages 
us at a work, ordinarily it is pride. » 


He writes further : 


« Christian education ought to be for the children 
an appeal to rise, by struggling against the allure- 
ments of their evil nature, And here again itis ab- 
solutely necessary that he who would appeal to others 
be himself on the height. You must, therefore, do 
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yourself and very perfectly all that you ask your pu- 
pils to do. » 


All these counsels of Brother Assistant may be 
resumed in his oft quoted expression « Sanctify 
yourselves and God will make use of you. » 


From the foregoing it might seem that Brother 


Exuprerien recommended the exclusive formation of 


the Supernatural in the children. It is very true that 
he vigorously insisted on this all important matter. 
But he did not limithimself to recommendations of 
a purely religious nature. When occasion required 
it, he warned the teachers against the danger of 
developing the memory at the expense of the judg- 
ment. He wished them to form the conscience and 
to strengthen the will of their children. 
- A Brother writes ; 


« | well remember a long conversation I had with 
Brother Assistant in reference to the forming and the 
strengthening of the will in youth and young men. He 
admitted with humble simplicity that he had much 
neglected in his conferences to bring out the truth that 
grace is to act upon the nature of the child to trans- 
form and perfect it; and that the educator is to form 
the man in the child, whom he is to make a Christian 
of convictions and courage. I beg of you to turn your 
boys into men of will. How unhappy for society if 
there be scarcely any who have a determined will to do 
what is right in spite of the obstacles that present 
themselves! We have many teachers of science, history 
and literature ; have we many leachers of energy? » 


In the mind of Brother Exuperren, it was a strict 
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obligation for the Brothers to apply themselves to 
study, of a differentnature no doubt from that of sav- 
ing souls, but justas imperative, « and », — writes 
one who knew him well, — « if he seems to have 
had little esteem for clever teachers who were that, 
and nothing more, he favored with all his authority 
intellectual pursuits. He encouraged them to work 
for useful diplomas, but when they were obtained 
he was not over profuse in his compliments. » Un- 
substantial meat that does not nourish the moral 
nature ; « sweet breads fit for little children » and 
often he contented himself by remarking. « That is 
very good : thank God: use it as an instrument. » 

Of late years he strongly urged that the Brothers 
apply themselves to the study of Pedagogy. An old 
teacher writes « There is not a question in pedagogy 
that I have not heard him treat with competence, as 
well as with modesty. I always found his judgment 
sure and far from utopian, » 

Aided by Brother Alban-Joseph who realized his 
designs so happily, he established courses for the 
Brothers of Paris at our Community of St. Nicolas 
(Vaugirard) : Summer Courses were pursued at 
Buzenyal : then a Scholasticate for superior courses 
which latter was in full prosperity when it was 
struck down by the events of the present time. 


He wrote : 


« lam not afraid that the more true science we have, 
the less interior life we shall possess, In themselves 
these {wo are not incompatible. Glorify God by your 
intelligence, but comprehend how empty is everything 
thatdoes not lead us tolove Our Lord bétter. Study and 
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have others study much and well, but always in order 
that Our Lord may be better served. How the most 
learned man isa poorcreature if he has not the eminent 
science of Jesus Christ » 


It was then the glory of God that Brother Assistant 
sought by every means ; and because this glory isso 
much promoted by good vocations to the priesthood 
and religious lifehe made many, and fervent exhor- 
tations on the subject. 

While talking one day to the superior of one of the 

« Petits Seminaires » of Paris, he said : « Among 
the graces that I fervently demand of God for our 
free schools good vocations to the priesthood and 
the religious life are very near my heart. » This 
priest, now Curé in one of the parishes of the Ca- 
pital, writes us, « Brother Exuperien understood 
that the recruiting for our Parisian Clergy must be 
done on the spot because the young man reared in 
Paris better understands its spirit, difficulties and 
needs. » 

God allowed Brother Assistant to see his desires 
realized. Statistics of 1895 show that of the 254 
students in the Petit Seminaire of St. Nicolas du 
Chardonnet, 161 had been Brothers’ pupils. The 
Superior of whom we spoke above wrote to the 
Brother Superior general: « During thetwelve years 
that I have directed this seminary two thirds of our 
students have come from your schools. Those young 
men have had the custom of frequently receiving 
the Sacraments ; and the excellent primary instruc- 
tion that they had received prepared them well to 


make the secondary studies. » 
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According to the statistics of 1905, fifty one per 
cent of the students in the Petit Seminaire of Ver- 
sailles had been in our classes. The same statistics 
for the dioceses of Le Puy and of Mende ; —50 0/0 
of the Petit Seminaire called the Grande Chartreuse, 
49 0/0 of the Petit Seminaire of Monistrol ; 59 0/0 
of the College Seminary of Langogne, 62 0/0 of the 
Petit Seminaire of Mende. 


The Bishops often expressed their satisfaction to 
Brother Exurerten in regard to this matter and he 
repeated to them that this was precisely one of his 
most favorite preoccupations. Our good Brother As- 
sistant had frequent relations of an administrative 
nature with these Bishops, and their esteem for him 
has been evidenced by many letters sent us after his 
demise. They have not limited themselves to words 
of condolence, but in long letters have given expres- 
sion to their admiration for his virtues and his la- 
bours. 


ARCHBISHOPRIC ' Archbishop's House, 
OF Paris, March 7/05. 
PARIS 


My most Honored Brother, 


Iam happy to learn that one of my priests, the Su- 
perior of the Basilica of Montmartre, wrote you the 
day after the death of dear Brother Exurenren and ex- 
pressed the sentiments of regret amongstus all herein 
the diocese of Paris where he labored without ceasing 
so many years in the Christian education of our child- 
ren. 


Of all the priests around me, the Abbé Peuportier 
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(Superior of Montmartre) has been best able during 
recent years (through being connected with one of your 
principal works for youth), to appreciate the remark- 
able qualities of the virtuous and modest religious 
and devoted educator, who was your first assistant. 

We can say of him as my venerated predecessor Car- 
dinal Guibert wrote after the death of Brother Philip : 
« While many others exercise their zeal to spread 
among young men false ideas that will lead their 
minds astray, excite them to unlawful desires, and ins- 
pire only presumption and the pride begotten of igno- 
rance, he worked efficaciously to make the children of 
the people honest men lacking neither in instruction 
nor the virtues still more necessary. » ‘ 

I have joined in your prayers, my most honored 
Brother, for the repose of the soul of him whom you 
mourn ; with you I will always piously preserve his 
memory, 

Accept my most honored Brother, the expression of 
my respect and my. devotedness. 


+ Praners, Canpivan Ricuarp, 
Archbishop of Paris. 


Bisnopric Bishop’s House, 
OF Le Puy, Feb. 20/05. 
Le Poy. 


Most Honored Brother : 


It is consoling to me to be allowed to render homage 
to the memory of the venerable Brother Exurrnten, It 
was in 4894 at the time of my nomination to the 
Bishopric of Le Puy thatI first knew him: and our rela- 
tions both by letters and actual visits have been very 
frequent especially at the epoch of the lively discussions 
regarding the laws relating to the Congregations. His 
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information was exact, his zeal enlightened and his 
devotedness admirable. 

I have always held him in great esteem and friend- 
ship beholding in him a true model of the religious 
virtues, the indefatigable workman in the cause of 
Christian education, and the zealous promoter of the 
spiritual and pedagogical formation of your Brothers.. 
Very few of your members it appears to me have me- 
rited so well of your Congregation. 

He has rendered an inappreciable service to the dio- 
cese of Le Puy by establishing numerous and very 
flourishing schools here and in maintaining them al- 
most without expense to our people who are gene- 
rally so poor. The Haute Loire has given you many 
good vocations, and it is to him chiefly that you owe 
it; and the Junior Novitiate of Vals is his special 
work. 

And his personal qualities! I have always appre- 
ciated and admired his tact, his discretion, his modera- 
tion in all things, his spirit of kindness and charity. 

If the cause of the venerable Brother Benilde is pro- 
gressing so well itis in great part due to his initiative. 
Shall we not some day think of undertaking the cause 
of Brother Exupznien himself? 1 sincerely hope so ; it 
would be so agreeable to me to be allowed to depose in 
his favor. Receive my very dear Brother, the expression 
of my religious and devoted sentiments. : 

+ Constant, Bishop of Le Puy. 


Bisnopric Bishop’s House, 
or Troyes, Feb, 19/05, 


Troyes 
My most honored and very dear Brother : 


At the news of the death of the regretted Brother 
Exurenien I could write you but a very few lines, re 
serving for a longer letter my impressions of this sad 
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event. But I long to speak with you about our dear 
deceased. 

When you wrote me your anxieties regarding the 
health of your first Assistant, you told me that his death 
would be an irreparable loss to the Institute : I found 
in these words the exact expression of my own deep- 
est convictions. Brother Exurenien was one of those 
men that it is difficult to replace, or rather that can 
never be replaced. I have found very few, if any, that 
inspired me with the same esteem and confidence that 
he did. My situation at Le Puy and my cordial relations 
with your Brothers enabled me to see him often in the 
most intimate manner ; together we have often treated 
of delicate affairs. At each of his visits he gave me the 
great pleasure of mounting the steep declivities which 
led from the Boarding-School to my dwelling, And at 
such times, what long and pleasant talks we had to- 
gether ! How our hearts used to beat in unison. 

My veneration increased each time I met him, be- 
cause I discovered each time not new virtues (he had 
them all) but virtues presenting themselves under a 
new aspect. Often] found myself lamenting that so 
complete a man had not the Sacerdotal character, What 
good could not such a priest as he accomplish in his 
ministrations ! But he had that which makes the priest 
of whom itis said, Sacerdos alter Christus because 
he was a living image of our Divine Saviour. I say de- 
signedly, « living » for he really lived only by Jesus 
Christ, and were it not for his profound humility, he 
could apply to himself the words of the Apostle, «I live 
now, not I, but Christ liveth in me, » 

It seemed as if there were nothing terrestrial or hu- 
man about him, but that all was supernaturalized ; his 
look, his words, his walk, his action, his intention, 
his affections: nothing in him reflected the human; 


but all breathed of the divine. 
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What modesty, what affability, what patience, what 
piety! How often have I found him in the Cathedral 
when I went there myself to make my visit to Jesus in 
the Tabernacle and to Notre-Dame Du Puy. At such 
times I saw him without his seeing me and it seemed 
as though I beheld an angel in ecstasy before the 
throne of the Eternal, 

Often he reserved for me the very agreeable surprise 
of serving my Mass, and I recall the edifying remarks 
of the assistants about the humility of his attitude and 
the fervor of his piety. In speaking of him we used to 
say « What an austere Christian » ; austere for himself 
alone, for we were not ignorant of his austerities ; but 
always so good, so charitable, and kind toward all. 

Isaid above that he was a complete man : I think it 
is impossible to find another person with similar gifts 
of mind, soul and heart. He was master of all situa- 
tions; he recommended himself to the admiration of 
both friends and enemies by his perfect equipoise of 
character, Educator, master of the spiritual life, admin- 
istrator — he wasall these with that superiority which 
virtue guarantees to the man who sees only God and 
his duties, 

Volumes would be required to write of his works in 
detail, but it is only just to mention especially those 
works of perseverance which have for object to conserve 
to your former pupils the inappreciable gifts of a 
Christian education : What impetus did he not give 
to your Junior Novitiates! And what was his joy when 
thanks to the generosity of a Christian lady, he was 
enabled to erect this beautiful building here in Le Puy, 
which [ had the happiness to bless! His activity was 
equal to everything: but in the midst of the most ab- 
sorbing works he knew how to preserve that peace of 
soul that radiated from his benevolent countenance, 
And now he is no more ! But though he has disappear- 
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ed from our sight, he will not disappear from our 
lives ; he will live in our memory and in our hearts; 
and God will accord to this good and faithful servant the 
only recompense that a Saint could wish for, viz, to- 
form by his examples, saints like himself, 

lam dear Brother in Christ, 


+ Gustave Apo-rue, 
Bishop of Troyes. 


BISHOPRIC Bishop’s House, 
or Versailles, Feb. 24/05, 


VERSAILLES 


My most honored Brother : 


In spite of the sadness of the present hour and the 
preoccupations for the future, you begin to gather do- 
cuments and testimonials which may be of service in 
the writing of a life of the very dear Brother Exurrrien 
of saintly memory, This is a pious thought and the 
friends of the Institute can only rejoice and felicitate 
you therefor. The life of your deceased is surely one 
that may be proposed as a model to others. 

Mer Goux considered Brother Exurenien as one of 
the lights of the Institute and as one of those rare men 
whom Providence raises up intimes of trial for the 
salvation of their brethren. His mission was indeed 
providential;a mission which he accomplished with 
all the more efficacy ashe brought theretoa complete 
detachment from himself, a humility sincere and deep. 
This mission was to promote among the disciples of 
St. De La Salle and among the young men who had 
come from their schools, a great desire of the spiritual 
life, and a more ardent zeal for the practice of Christ- 
ian duties. From this mission sprang the numerous 
retreats to which he consecrated the best of his life, 
God alone knows the good which he accomplished by 
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this means, and if the walls of Athis could speak they 
would tell of the devotedness of the enthusiasm, and 
of the generous impulses that these retreats excited in 
souls. 

Msr Goux knew all these things, and in Brother 
Exurenten he esteemed above all else the man of God, 
So the intercourse between the Prelate and the humble 
Brother was marked by reciprocal confidence and 
touching cordiality, 

The time came when the strength of the good Bishop 
gave way, and I was the intermediary to treat with 
Brother Exurenien of the affairs that brought him to 
Versailles. I shall always retain a most pleasing sou- 
venir of those meetings, which became frequent in 
recent days, and in which learned to know this great 
and beautiful soul. He was very frank with me ; I was 

struck more than once, by the depth of his insight and 
the supernatural spirit which enabled him to see men~ 
and things in their true light. 

-[ have myself experienced the ascendancy of his 
eminent qualities. 1 can therefore readily understand 
the impression he must have made for the Catholic 
cause in the University and scholastic meetings or even 
in the governmental gatherings where his functions 
called him. This was produced above all else, by the 
habitual calmness of his upright soul, by the loyalty 
of his character, joined to a remarkable keenness of 
mind and the constancy of his judgment which was 
always enlightened bya superior intelligence and still 
more by superior Christian principles, 

It is thus he appeared to me. and I thank God for 
having known Brother Exvurenten. In losing him, dear 
Brother Superior, the Institute has sustained a greal 
loss ; or to look upon it as he himself always regarded 
all things — in the light of faith — God has given you 
another protector in Heaven, 
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It was in returning from Versailles where we had 
passed a happy hour together that he met with the 
accident that shortened his life. Let us console our- 
selyes for God has spared him the dolorous experience 
of beholding with his own eyes the realization of that 
which he feared so much for his Congregation, and for 
the Church of France. 

Please to accept, my most honored Brother, the 
homage of my most profound respect. 

L. Lesianc, 
Vicaire Capilulaire. 


CHAPTER VIII 
Brother Exuperien and Works for Youth. 


After the sanctification of its members, the dom- 
inant solicitude of our Institute has always been 
to conduct youths to God in preserving them from 
the dangers that menace their faithand their virtue. 
But these dangers vary according to time and place 
and in proportion as the Christian Spirit reigns in 
families and society. Hence the creation of works of 
perseverance to continue the educative effect of the 
schools; and hence also the changes that have been 
successively introduced into these various works. 

The history of primary teaching for centuries past 
reveals little or no preoccupation on the part of the 
teachers to follow the child after he had finished his 
school days. In the eighteenth century, notwith- 
standing the happy initiatives of St. De La Salle, the 
family was relied on to strengthen the education 


given in the school, At the beginning of our Society 
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there were too few Brothers and too many schools 
to open and too many preoccupations to allow the 
Brothers to attend to works of perseverance for the 
pupils after leaving school. And still, how useful 
they would have been ! 


Toward the year 1840 symptoms of a religious 
revival began to manifest itself among the working 
classes. Then small groups of fervent Christians 
joined together so as to strengthen the individuals 
in their good resolutions. In our schools was esta- 
blished a society called Society of St. Francis 
Xavier for the moral and religious instruction of 
adults. From its inception, the Abbés Le Dreuille, 
Crozes and Massard were most devoted and the 
Brothers everywhere displayed a zeal that was stimul. 
ated and encouraged by Brother Philip and Brother 
Arthéme, Visitor of Paris. Such men of action as 
Messrs. Henri de Riancey, Raymond Brucker, Casi- 
mir Gaillardin : men of oratorical fame in the church 
as Péres Lacordaire and de Ravignan, brought to 
the workmen in these societies religious and social 
instruction : but at St. Marguerite’s, at St. Nicolas- 
des-Champs, at St. Sulpice’s and in many other places 
it was the activity of the Brothers that maintained 
these societies so flourishing before 1870. These 
workmen loved their old teachers and this affee- 
tion was of great assistance to the clergy in enabling 
them to exercise the sacred functions of their mi- 
nistry, 

As director of Novices or as Assistant, Brother 
Exuperien had relations only with the ecclesiastical 
or lay directors of St. Francis Xavier. The Franco- 
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Prussian war hastened the decline of these different 
societies. However they still counted 2600 members 
in 1875 at Paris, and 2400 in 1879. 

The Abbé Crozes, general chaplain of the prisons 
and director of the Society at Ste. Marguerite said to 
Brother Assistant « Our associations were of im- 
mense utility in their day. Today it is the « Catholic 
Circles » and « Patronages » to whom the future 
belongs ». 

At this time these « Catholic Circles » had takena 
rapid extension under the direction of Mr. Maurice 
Maignen and Comte de Mun. The « Patronages » 
had already been a long time established. In 1843 
Brother Philip atthe request of the Viscount Armand 
de Melun created « L’CEuvre dela Jeunesse » in our 
school of Ste. Marguerite. This was the first « Pa- 
tronage ». The schools of St. Augustine in 1847, of 
St. Thomas Aquinas and St. Ambrose in 1852, and . 
of St. Denis in 1853, followed this example. Others 
outside our society manifested a laudable zeal in 
creating and sustaining these works, notably the 
Brothers of St. Vincent de Paul. Catholic youths 
were henceforward to be protected by divers socie- 
ties, all of which hada common end in view, viz: 
the Christian perseverance of the coming genera- 
tions. 

From the yery first, Brother Assistant manifested 
the greatest zeal for the extension and perfect organ- 
ization of these « works » for the young. No doubt 
he received great aid in this matter from Brother 
Joseph, at the time Director of the Circle of the 
Franes-Bourgeois, and he did his utmost to enroll a 
greatmany Brothers in this»work established for 
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youths and young men. According to the remark of 
one of the Brothers Visitors « Obstacles were great 
in 1873; the time did not seem favorable for the 
creation of new means for such an apostolate. How 
could the clergy in union with their parochial work 
inside the church devote themselves to such works 
as these outside? » « We may devote ourselves as 
much as we can », said Brother Exurerren, « but it 
is especially by the Sacraments and the word of the 
priest that the Christian Spirit is strengthened in 
souls. We must haye priests in these works. » And 
on his side Viscount de Melun said to Brother Exu- 
pertEn: « My dear Brother, your Institute is a power 
to Christianize youth, are you going to abandon 
us? » Instead of abandoning them new « Patron- 
ages » were created. 


In spite of the absorbing nature of our functionsas 
teachers these « Works » for youth were multiplied 
in Paris. In 1875 we directed 47 of them counting 
3018 young men. In 1877 there were 24 of them with 
3616 young members, and in 1879, 23, counting 3478 
young men. In 1893 when the « CEuvres de la Jeu- 
nesse » celebrated their golden Jubilee at Mont- 
martre, the Brothers had 538 Patronages in the de- 
partment of the Seine with 5000 young men attached 
thereto. 

But such Societies are of more worth by thespirit 
of theiradherents than by their numbers. And itwas 
to this vital point that Brother Exupenten turned his 
attention. A transformation seemed necessary in 
some of them or at least a complementary work that 
would sustain the spirit of true piety, « Our Patron- 
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ages confine themselves too much » wrote he, « to 
; merely shielding the young men from evil surround- 
ings. They require a more intense and by this means 
a more apostolic Christian life. » In 1877 i. e. five 
years before the establishment of the Association of 
St. Benedict-Joseph-Labre he wrote : 


« The end to attain is not only the performance of 
the obligatory practices of Christianity but the reign of 
the Spirit of Christianism. Without: such spirit these 
« Works » are a body without a soul. What would be 
necessary to enliven with such a spirit the Societies of 
St. Francis Xavier? It would be necessary to form a 
Congregation with chosen souls. Who would care 
little for human obstacles; God wishes to be the sole 
Author of this Work, » 


‘God was to be the author, but at a time that was 
thought to be the least propitious. A Director wrote: 
« The laicization of the Schools of Paris in 1879 and 
1880 deprived us of large buildings in which had 
been established « I’Giuyre de la Jeunesse », the 
existence of which was_ thereby compromised, 
It required the energies of Brother Exuperten 
to maintain these in such unfavorable circum- 
stances, although they were now more necessary 
than ever. 


When these were re-organized, Brother Assistant 
required that they should be truly Christian. He did 
not Oppose recreative entertainments, but he re- 
guired them to be limited in number and that a 
solicitous supervision be there exercised. He wrote: 
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« One can amuse oneself in elevating the soul. 
Why then do so only by debasing it ? His idea was 
that a young men’s Society should never degenerate 


so far as to be only «a well-conducted tavern ». A ~ 


member very active in these works at Paris wrote: 
« I could well see that the only motive that guided 
Brother Exuperien was the good of souls. His first 
ambition for the young men was to see them become 
perfect Christians. Promenades and « seances » 
were in his eyes only accessories, good to distract 
the young men and keep them from being worse 
employed, but he often repeated that the exercises 
of piety, frequentation of the sacraments, retreats 
and recollections at Athis were the means of making 
the Patronages so many hearth-stones of the Chris- 
tian life. » 

These retreats which so many priests and laymen 
proclaimed the most fruitful of all the works under- 
taken by Brother Exupenien could be introduced 
only after special preparation. Would it not be ne- 
cessary to have atthe starta body of select members 
to form staunch adherents? The retreats of Athis 
were not possible till after the creation of the Asso- 
ciation of St. Benedict Joseph Labre. The details 
relative to the beginnings of this pious society have 
been furnished us by one of the first members, and 
particularly by a Brother who from 1882 to 1905 was 
the devoted co-operator with Brother Exuperien in 
these enterprises. 


On the 21st. May 1881, at the general reunion of 
the « Works of youth » held annually at Passy, Bro- 
ther Exurerren determined to put into execution a 
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long-cherished project. He said to the Chaplain of 
the Mother House, Abbé Chaumont: « Surely in this 
group of young men that we have just seen there are 
many whom a stronger and more vigorous train- 
ing in Christian virtue than that of the young men’s 
Societies would transform into Apostles. We must 
discover them, group them, form them and utilise 
their services to better our Works. » The Chaplain 
was too zealous not to receive this proposition 
with joy. 


On the 9th of June following were gathered in the 
Mother House, Brother Exurerien, the Abbé Chau- 
mont, and the Abbé Gabiller (both of whom were 
disciples of Met de Ségur) and nine young men. In 
this first meeting it was decided to: 

(1) elaborate a special regulation for the Asso- 
ciation ; 

(2) to find a spiritual Director ; 


(3) to choose a patron. 


A young man (subsequently a priest) proposed to 
his comrades to place themselves under the protec- 
tionof St. Benedict Joseph Labre the humble pilgrim 
who had just been canonized, Such a choice was 
itself a bold stroke. Could any one think that Pa- 
risians would take him for patron whose extraor- 
dinary penances scandalized a frivolous and impious 
world ! St. Benedict Labre on the contrary, at once 
aroused the enthusiasm of his new clients. He was 
a French Saint and so recently raised to the highest 


honors that few associations were yet placed under 


his protection. He was an ardent adorer of the Most 
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Blessed Sacrament, an admirable penitent and a 
heroic contemner of the spirit of the world.Certainly 
there was enough in these considerations to attract 
ardent souls. They were not awed by the defiance 
thus cast at the spirit of the world, not by the 
thought of the eminent Model whom they were 
taking as patron and whom they were to honor by 
their virtues. And so, unanimously, was St. Benedict 
Joseph Labre recognized as their patron. Brother 
Exupenien rejoiced at this, for he had a tender de- 
yotion to the « French Saint. » 

The first members of this Association were all 
young men noted for their piety and who had given 
proofs of militant Catholicity. To this new under- 
taking, they brought the enthusiasm of their 
twenty years, the energy of their faith and an ardor 
to make others truly good, that no obstacles could 
discourage. They were to be the good leaven that 
was to transform our young men’s Associations 
in Paris. 

They recognized that Ged tries institutions that 
He wishes to confirm. Certain persons feared that 
he new Association would be injurious to parochial 
works, others, that they would weaken the Patron- 
ages. But Brother Exurerten sustained the memb- 
ers of the new Society and saidto them: « Be the 
good leaven of our works, Prepare for them the re- 
novation of the Christian Spirit, and for this pur- 
pose purify yourselves, that is, fight everything that 
leads to evil and give your hearts to Our Lord. Go 
ahead with a prudent and holy audacity. Let nothing 
stop you unless it be the Will of God: and regard 


trials asa sign of the divine protection. » This holy 
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 -« audacity » together with devotion to the Holy 
Eucharist was the great resource of the Founders 
. of the Association of St. Labre. Soon they drew 
to themselves the sympathies of Cardinal Gui- 
bert and of several of the most influential priests 
in Paris, The Abbé Le Rebours, pastor of Ste. 
Madeleine, took under his protection the section 
organized in his parish, and M* d’Hulst, rector 
of the Catholic Institute, preached to the mem- 
bers during Advent in the Church of the Carmes. 

From 1883 Brother Exurenien had presented Bro- 
ther Alban Joseph, then the Director of Novices, to 
the members of the new Association. From 1885 he 
himself withdrew little by little in order to leave 
full liberty of action to his co-laborer who was now 
Visitor of Paris, and to the auxiliaries whom the 
Jatter was to draw around him. Brother Exurerten 
reserved for himself the discreet role of intimate 
adviser, and that other still more important, viz : 
intercessor before God. « That which is of most im- 
portance and merit in spiritual works » he wrote 
« isnot the ardor we bring thereto but the renun- 
ciation of our own will and the seeking after abjec- 
tion». 

The association was a work entirely spiritual, 
therefore, it should place its firmest confidence in 
prayer. It placed all its interest in the hands of God 
and He blessed it and fertilized it by making it the 
Mother of many another work animated by the 
spirit of St. Labre. « Oh, Brother Exupenien, » said 
Viscount de Melun, « your St. Labre is a veritable 
saviour of our Patronages. » 

Brother Joseph,Superior General, whom all good 
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works from whatever source delighted, one day 
said to the Brothers Directors of Paris: « I cannot 
express my joy at the prosperity of the Association — 
of St. Benedict Joseph Labre. But God forbid that 
we should cast the least blame upon our predeces- 
sors’ action in these works. They did all that was 
possible in difficult times, to save youth. Let us 
imitate them by perfecting their work ». The 
holy pilgrim protected his devoted servants. They 
who at first proposed to admit but thirty or forty 
members into the association, saw the numbers 
progressively increasing till in 1904 there were 
1093. 

The first work toward which the members of the 
Association turned its attention was the nightly ado- 
ration of the Most Blessed Sacrament in the Basilica 
at Montmartre. At first there were a few Associates 
there every night to keep Our Lord company and 
often among these was Brother Exurenien. Then 
were made regulations for the Adoration : the Pa- 
tronages of Paris had their night fixed and without 
abreak forthe past twenty years they have sent 
adorers to watch every Saturday night before the 
Most Blessed Sacrament at Montmartre. 

To devotion towards the Blessed Eucharist the 
Pilgrim joined a singular love of poverty. His 
young clients imitated him in spreading around 
them a love for the poor; it is to their Association 
that we must give the credit for the multiplication 
in our classes of the little « Conferences of St. Vin- 
cent de Paul » ; the first of these had been established 
at St. Ambrose’s in 1866 by the pastor who afler- 
wards died Cardinal of Rheims, the abbé Langé- 
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nieux. To-day these « little Conferences » number 
39 containing 590 members. 


To further perfect the members of the Association 
Brother Exurerien had recourse to retreats. In 1882 
they were at first held at Chaville. But the acquisition 
and arrangements of the magnificent property at 
Athis allowed more liberty to extend this work. 
The following table gives a few details of such 
extension. God alone knows the marvels that were 
thus accomplished in souls. 


1883 | 1888 | 1893 | 1898 | 1902 


1 All sorts of per- 
sonsin Retreat} 40 ) 784 | 41,016 966 


Associates of 
Saint-Labre in 
Retreat) 2...) -*St 175 329 466 


Present at the 
recollections.| 76 |1.088 806 | 41.258 | 1.187 








To these figures it is necessary to add over 6,000 
attendances atthe reunions of the divers sections in 
Paris. See what this creation of Brother Exuperten 


has become : 


« The work of perseverance, » he said to one of 
the Founders of the Association of St. Labre « has 
two fields of action. One of these is entirely spiritual 
and your Association deyelops itself therein under 

6. 
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the impulse of God’s Spirit who sanctifies its mem- 
bers. The other field of actionis economic, and this is 
reserved to the syndicate of the employees ». The 
‘member who reports these words adds: « Brother 
Exurerien understood that a syndicate cannot live 
upon economic or social theories nor upon money 
given it by influential patrons, but by the devotedness 


of those who form the soul of the Society, andby the — 


attachment of those to whom personal services are 
rendered. » Brother Assistant greatly encouraged 
the Syndicate of the Employees ; he gave his sup- 
port to Brother Hieron who during twenty years 
consecrated thereto all his activity with abnegation 
and success, " 


In connection with this work we must not forget — 


the priests who were charged by the Archbishop of 
Paris with its spiritual direction. The Abbé Gabiller, 
so devoted from the first, and Abbé Paguelle de 
Follenay are no more. After them it was Abbé Peu- 
portier who longest consecrated himself heart and 
soul to the Association. From a long letter in which 
he gives his appreciation of the fruitful career of 
Brother Exurerten weextract the following passages: 


« Full of zeal for the sanctification of his Brothers, 
he was not less so for that of the young men who had 
left the schools of the Institute. How often before the 
first sad laicization, had he not groaned to see so little 
perseverance in the Christian Spirit among the former 
pupils of the schools of Paris, It is true that the patron- 
ages already existed, but how far they were from 
reaching his ideal! In many places they were but reu- 
nious to prevent the total shipwreck of the faith of the 
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young members. To attain this object only the mini- 
mum of obligatory practices was required : the assis- 
tance at holy Mass on Sundays and some rare Commu- 
nions on the great festivals of the year. This was little 


itis true; but at least the first step was made, and the 


soil was prepared for a more complete organization 
from the supernatural point of view. » 

Another danger menaced the most intelligent pupils 
in the religious schools, who were entitled, as results 
of competitions in all the schools of Paris, to a scho- 
lJarship in the superior municipal schools. We do not 
wish to attack these schools in which thank God were 
to be found some professors who respected our creed 
and who were above blasting the Christian senti- 
ments in the soul of the student; but it cannot be 
denied that not all of the professors were of such a 
character, and besides the official neutrality in which 
religious matters were left in such institutions of 
learning was of itself a danger for the faith of the 
youths therein, and a great hindrance to their reli- 
gious habits, so weak in boys of 13 or 14 years of age. 

The parochial schools became more independent asa 
result of the laicization, and it was no longer necessary 
for the good name of Christian Education to enter 
the lists each year for the competitions. And Brother 
Exurenien at once began to remedy the abuse leading 
to the dangers mentioned above, He obtained permis- 
sion to open in Paris four Commercial Schools in which 
pupils who obtained the best results in the competi- 
tions among the parochial schools might enter for two 
years to complete their studies. 


« And to crown such a useful work he procured for 


these same children the inestimable benefit of a retreat | 


et the end of theirstudies. During ten years I was able 
to testify to the admirable results obtained at necessari- 
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ly heavy expense for the support of these schools. 
Many religious and sacerdotal vocations were there 
discovered, nurtured, and prepared for their full devel- 
opment in these schools thatwere so thoroughly Chris- 
tian. Andstill greater were the numbers of those young 
men who after finishing their studies became models 
for their comrades and exercised a fruitful apostolate 


‘in their respective spheres. When itbecame a question 


of closing one of these schools for lack of funds, I en- 
couraged Brother Exurerien with all my heart to at- 
tempt almost the impossible, to maintain them all, The 
catastrophe, which to-day is so menacing, was then 
averted, thanks to the generosity of a person who 
agreed to pay all the expenses ofthe school that was in 
danger of being closed. » 


« The Association of St. Benedict Labre was founded 
by Brother Exueenien and the Abbé Gabiller to combine 
the select members of the Patronages so as to give them 
a spiritual direction more substantial than they had 
hitherto received. » 

« They reasoned well that young men are by nature 
ardent, and respond generously to any appeal to their 
heart and would thus be led toa piety more than or- 
dinary. » : 

« The marvellous results that were soon the recom- 
pense of his zeal showed thathis reasoning was well 
justified. In a short time after its establishment this 
work which seemed destined to have but a few memb- 
ers, counted over a hundred fervent adherents. It 
passed the thousand two years ago when I was named 
Pastor of Montmartre and was consequently obliged to 
give up the direction of it. » 


After having rendered homage to the devotedness 
of Brother Alban Joseph « that man of faith, of au- 
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thority, of initiative and persevering will », the su- 
perior of the Basilica continues thus in reference to 
Brother Exuperten. 


« How great was his joy when he came to Athis dur- 
ing these retreats and compared the piety and genero- 
sity of these young souls, so enamored of the religious 
ideal, with what he had witnessed at the beginning of 
his religious. life. It was an object lesson: which he 
loved to give to strangers telling them that no school, 
however good and religious, can produce results other 
than mediocre without the aid of Patronages. He 
often added that even these latter would never form 
more than a small number of staunch and solidly 


virtuous characters without the Association of St. 


Labre. 


« And yet there was.a something wanting which was 
to be supplied in December 1897. The former associates 
of thissociety often complained that they were depriv- 
ed of the benefits of those retreats just at the very time 
they needed them most: i. e. after their marriage. 
They would be so happy to receive, in their dear solitude 
at Athis, the counsels necessary in their new condition 
of life and to recall in moments of trial the sweet con- 
solations of former days. lt was not an easy thing for 
us to resist such demands that were more than once 
made and which were so much in accordance with our 
own thoughts on the matter. But as this would be an 
important innovation, and would demand a hospitality 
at Athis of four extra days each year, Brother Alban 
Joseph and I timidly presented our request to Brother 
Assistant. How soon we perceived that we were wrong 
to entertain the slightest doubt of the success of our 
enterprise! From the first our cause was won, the 
difficulties were straightened out, and the section for 


married men was formed. Modestat first, as all impor- 
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tant works are, it counts now an important number ¢ 
husbands conscious of their Christian duties and 5 
ponsibilities who are all anxious to impress upon the — 
mind and heart of their little ones the sentiments of — 


faith and piety with which they themselves are a A 
i 
+n 


ated. » 

«"Alas, these beautiful works, as well as many othe ; ma 
are to-day threatened with destruction, and the closing = 
of the house at Athis will sound the death-knell of the — 
retreats and recollections — always so fruitful in hea be 
enly benedictions. Brother Exurerien could not bear to 
think of such a terrible evil and sought by all means to 
continue the works from which so much good was de- ty I 
rived. God spared him the sad trial of seeing the cat os 
strophe which he feared so much ; we may say that hi ea 
last prayer and his last thoughts were for the Institute 
and for the Young Men's Associations. About fifte 
days before his death I was in his sick room and begg 
him, when in Heaven, to remember our young mali 
He took me by the hand, and with grateful words — 
thanked me for the little thatI had done, and promised — 
me that he would cerlainly remember my request, 
And to-day, that Brother Exurgnien is with God, lam _ 
persuaded that his prayers will prevail for our works — 
and they will not be destroyed. ‘ ee 

Pardon me, my most honored Brother, for these lines 
which are perhaps a little too long; they will however 
show the religious esteem in which I held your dear 
and venerated deceased, In coming in such large 
numbers to his obsequies, the members of the Associa- 


a 


tion wished to show how much they appreciated the 
good he did them. In the time of trial and adversity 
we recognize our true friends. You will permit me to 


claim this title especially in the dolorous circumstances 
that surround us. 
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t. : 
_ « Accept, most honored Brother, the expressions of my 


most profound and religious respect in Our Lord. 


« J, Peuportier, 
« Honorary Canon, 
« Superior of Sacred Heart, Montmartre. » 


rhb Pt Fey eee 4 


Thus, as Abbé Peuportier realized, Brother Exu- 
_ PERIEN always had a most tender and anxious care 
_ for the works of perseverance, the direction of 
_ which he confided to others. Certainly it is not an 
_ ordinary merit for one to have the same solicitude 
_ for an organization directed by another as for one 
_ immediately in his own care, Brother Exuperten 
_ Was too prudent and single-minded in well-doing to 
accumulate responsibilities which might one day 
crush him with their weight but he had too much 
zeal to lose interest in the works of his own crea- 
tion. Therefore, to the end of his life he received 
accounts of the results obtained in these various or- 
ganizations, of the good done there, and he always 
maintained relations with men whose assistance 
might be enlisted for the different groups. To the 
central Council of the « Works », at the Archbi- 
_shopric of Paris, he always brought the help of his 
long experience and ardent zeal. He followed the 
editing of the Bulletin des Geuvres dela Jeunesse, 
which he had established in 1882, and of which 
to-day there are over 6000 sent throughout the 
world monthly to continue the good work. 
To act as an apostolic man was the sole preoccu- 
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pation of Brother Exurenten, and he wished to see 
the ‘rame spirit in all who were occupied in any 

[ ! 
way with youth. A Brother writes, « When any one 
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spoke to him about our Young Men’s Association 
he interested himself in everything concerning it— 
but that which occupied him most of all was to know 
what part God had in the efforts and in the results. 
He often would repeat: « To gather together a 
number of young men, to witness their good con- 
duct, and to see them prepare for a good future — _ 
ail.this is excellent: but let all be done according to 
the spirit of God.In your prayers, in your vigilance, 
and sacrifices, propose to yourself to fortify these 
young men against evil so that they may grow up 
Christian models in society. Look less to the good 
already done than to that which may still be accom- 
plished. » 


The thoughts of Brother Assistant regarding the 
good to be accomplished by the works of perseve- 
rance for youth will appear in the following quota-_ 
tions : 


« The director of a Young Men's Society should haye 
no other end in view than the glory of God and the 
good of souls. This purity of intention excludes all per- 
sonal satisfaction, all sensible consolation, all natural 
attraction in the various conversations with the young 
men, and in the different relations necessary in all 
such works, 

« He must wish to please only Jesus, to have Him 
loved and served by the young men, He must close his 
heart to the least sentiment of particular attraction. 
Let him love the young men, but with a supernatural 
love, in God and for God, and love all with an equal 
love, He should prepare himself to suffer interior pains 
and contradictions, because Our Lord has predicted 
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such to his disciples: « All who work for the salvation 
of souls must suffer for the love of His Name. » Bro- 
ther Exuprnren proves that in all works, true success, 
and solid progress in virtue, are always in proportion 
to the spirit of mortification of those whom God has 
called to direct them. 

« He must propose to attain a high degree of per- 
fection, because it is our defects, or our tepidity that 
put an obstacle to the good that could be done in the 
works in which God deigns to employ us, A vessel 
will not overflow unless it be full, and the Charity of 
Jesus Christ must superabound in us in order that we 
may communicate it to the souls of others, » 


A Brother in charge of a Patronage one day re- 
marked : « This young man will listen to nothing. 
He takes no advice to heart. » And Brother Assis- 
tant replied : « Have you prayed ? — Have you hu- 
miliated yourself enough, have you suffered enough 
for him ? » | 


One day when he exhorted a Brother Director to 
establish a society of perseverance in his school, he 
received this response : 

« What on earth can Ido? fam in need of so 
many things. » 

« Then you will depend the more upon God. 
Works that, at the siart, want for nothing run the 
risk of perishing very soon. » 

« But the staff is entirely insufficient. » 

« Spend yourself first and God will give you 
what is necessary. Purchase a staff by your deyot- 


edness. » 


as exoreniey 


« The works of perseverance » he con Guwedd « care 


very pleasant. They are prosperous in oopeaial iS 
the young men progress in Christian virtue, and those | 
who direct it become more and more Apostolic. I un 
derstand the necessity of some recreation, but do not 
forget that above all you must aim at souls. Do not. 
seck to attract the attention of men, but rather 


gain the favor of God, » 


pee 


Here we see the ascetic doctrine of Brother 


-Exurenien as well as his fundamental principles 


the obligation of self abnegation in the apostle, 
humility and mortification, and the necessity of 
begging God's assistance by fervent prayer accomp-— 
anied by a generous detachment from all personal 
views. These same principles are manifested agalt 
in his spiritual counsels. 


ain 


CHAPTER 1X 





The spiritual counsels of Brother Exuperien. 


An eminent religious of our Institute who for 
many years had recourse to Brother Exuprnien for 
spiritual advice said of him : « He has great lights. 
As priest he would have been an incomparable di- 
rector of souls. » This religious was no other than 
Brother Joseph, Superior General. 

By spiritual counsels we mean the advices that 
Brother Assistant gave in response to the many 
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; spontaneous communications addressed to him by 
the Brothers : his exhortations to inspire the love 


and the practice of holy olfservances and to excite’ 
all men of good will to advance in the divine ways. 


He contented himself strictly with this and never 
encroached on the role reserved to the priest. 

A Brother thus characterizes the spiritual coun- 
sels of Brother Exurenien : 


« The counsels of Brother Assistant may be resumed 
in two points, viz : to renounce oneself, and to act 
only by the guidance of God the movement of his spirit 
and witha view to please Him. The first of these presuppo- 
ses the progressive destruction of all obstacles to the 
spiritual life ; the second is the establishment in our 
soul of the rule of Jesus Christ by docility to the Holy 
Spirit and the generous practice of the virtues. There 
is no other limit to this transformation of soul than 
the degree of sanctity assigned thereto by God himself 
for each one of His elect. Often did Brother Assistant 
recall the obligation of a religious to tend to perfection. 
If it be said to the ordinary Christian : « Let him who 
is just be justified still and let him who is holy be 
sanctified still » ; this precept of continued progress is 
of still greater obligation for a religious. They are in 
the way of perfection and to voluntarily refuse to ad- 
vance would be to violate a duty of one’s state of 
life, It is to them that are applied the words of Pro- 
verbs : « The way of the just is as a brilliant light that 
goeth forth unto perfect day. » 

« Brother Exurenien often insisted on the vigorous 
resistance that must be opposed to temptations, exte- 
rior occasions of sin, the illusions and sophisms of 
the world and the predominant passion. He recalls the 
dispositions: with which the Soldier of Christ should 
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combat in order to submit his heart to the divine 
Master, viz: desire to advance in the spiritual life, a 
constant good-will, fidelity to God’s grace, delicacy of 
conscience, interior recollection, purity of intention, 
and exact regularity in the smallest things. » « {n the 
combat, we must secure God’s assistance by prayer 
and the Sacraments; we must weaken the empire of 
the senses by mortification generously practised. Then, 
according to our cooperation with God’s grace, we 
will live the life of faith, practise virtue, and be united 
to Jesus Christ. » To live in union with Jesus was the 
chief recommendation of Brother Exurernten who thus 
interprets the device given us by our Holy Founder 
Live Jesus in our hearts! 


In its application this direction was far-seeing, 
replete with kindness, vigorous and patient. A word 
spoken to Brother Exupenien was sufficient to show 
him the state of one’s soul; his experience and 


perspicuity gave him such correctness of view that 


many a Brother was surprised thereat. In sympath- 
izing with the weakness of certain temperaments. 
with precarious conditions of health and in bearing 
with the defects of all, he was in a heroic degree 
charitable. He consoled, and did so with suavity. 
According to divers necessities, he knew how to en- 
lighten, spur on to action, or moderate those whom 
he conducted — especially did he pray for them and 
suffer for their intention. He never despaired ofany 
one so long as he found him loyal. Often he granted 
pardon with such magnanimity as only the saints 
could have learned from the Sacred Heart of Jesus. 
He never pretended that he was not deceived by 
some, but many a time he appeared to-let himself 
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be persuaded in order to gain for God ‘the soul of 
his interlocutor. A Brother recounts the following 
incident : 


« One day I spoke to the Brother Assistant about 
a matter in which a Brother had deeply wounded 
me. And, as usual on such occasions, | magnified 
the wrong done me, and showed myself unwilling 
to excuse the wrong-doer by allowing for inadver- 
tence or good intention. Brother Exurenien looked 
fixedly at me and replied: « I think you are right and 
that your Confrere is wrong! You will go and make 
the Stations of the Cross to obtain for this Brother 
the degree of perfection that you believe you yourself 
have attained. » And he then bade me good bye with 
a knowing smile. I made the Way of the Cross and 
asked for a little humility. » 


The vigor of Brother Exuprrten in dealing with 
certain souls was astonishing. Now it was the cry of 
alarm to point out the threatened danger. Then it 
would be a vehement appeal for regularity. He offer- 
ed to this one an occasion ofa meritorious sacrifice 
by a brusque refusal, to that one he gave an occa- 
sion of merit by giving him a sudden change without 
the motives thereof. Many have found him hard in 
certain circumstances : but once the firstemotions 
of feeling had died away they acknowleged his 
justice. The great esteem which this Man of God had 
for his Brothers was manifested by his way of deal- 
ing with them. Those to whum he granted much 
were the ones he looked upon as children whom it 
was necessary to attract or to coax, On the contrary 
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— those whom he would lead « with drums b at 
as he said were obliged to give him many a. 
of solid virtue before he would thus honor 
He held no long discourses in his private ¢ 
tions but in a few brief words he would respond 
the questions submitted to him. The following are 
a few such : 
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a tions. » : : 
« God alone can give you complete triumph ove 
r nature, but it would be your destruction to have it 
etagited too soon. » 
F « Take for your motto « Never alan anythin, 
p Jesus. » z 
« Nothing is better in our weakness, than to : 
that which humiliates us ; and never to be discour: red 
a7? or saddened at the sight of our own impoteigel ia 
Rsi3 « Let us justify the divine plan in our regard : letus 
become saints. » or 
« A religious united to God but without ae re 
talents will produce more good than many oth - 
remarkable natural qualities but who are content t¢ 
remain in the natural order, » 
« Live without desires or fears: or rather d 
y only the glory of God and the glory of Heaven, 
P fear only sin. » a 
« Learn of Jesus to be meek and humble; this is the — 
true policy and is sure to succeed sooner or later. » 
« The ruin of a soul commences the day it volun- 
tarily neglects mental prayer, » 











« Nothing tends to destroy the spring of the will so 
much as to constantly do that which is pleasant, » 
« Act notas you see others do, but as you should act, » 
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« We lack character because we lack conscience. 
Let us obey the Rule and our conscience : God will be 
with us. » 


Since spiritual direction is an application to the 
individual of the principles of perfection it will be 
of yalue chiefly in proportion as it is adapted to the 
age, the situation, the necessities and the degree of 
virtue attained by the person to be directed. Brother 
Exurenien applied these principles with great tact. 
Ifat times he seemed to forget in his conferences’ the 
different degrees between mediocrity and the heights 
of perfection, he made himself all toall in his private 
talks. To some he made an earnest appeal for 
perfection, to others an appeal as much as their 
fervour and courage enabled them to do. 


He was always patient, kind and encouraging 
with the young Brothers. He recommended them to 
the paternal solicitude of the directors ; and he 
begged the professed Brothers to edify them by 
examples of obedience and regularity. « For a reli- 
gious » he wrote « the first apostolate is the fra- 
ternal apostolate ; let us be apostles among our 
young Brothers by our example. » 

He wrote to a director : 


« As director you hold the place of God. You are 
vested with His authority and you are the depositary 
of His rights ; therefore you should imitate Him in 
His way of governing. Never forget that of all His per- 
fections, goodness is the one He most manifests to us, 
Your charity must not be limited to sentiment, but 
must be shown in deeds. Have a father’s heart for the 
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young Brothers. Look upon them as children of predi- 
lection whom the Lord has confided to you in order to 
purify their hearts, to lead them to perfection and pre- 
pare them to be worthy servants of Jesus Christ. Pro- 
vide with care and without counting the trouble forall 
their spiritual and corporal wants, In this way you will 
obtain the key to their hearts, And once you have that 
you can fashion them as easily as one shapes the soft 
Wax. » 


Often Brother Exurrrien used to say, « The Insti- 
tute shall be just what the young Brothers become», 
hence his particular interest in them. It was for them 
that he wrote the « Souvenir of the Novitiate », the 
« Motives for encouragement » and the « Motives of 
Zeal ». It was to them that he addressed a large part 
of his correspondence — no matter how pressed he 
might be with other business he always immediately 
answered their letters. A young Brother of the dis- 
trict of Paris who had been sent to Madagascar re- 
ceived from him the following letter : 


« At Madagascar as at Paris, and even more so from 
some points of view, you must put your trust in God 
and expect all things from him, The good Master is 
in Madagascar as well as in France, and if you have 
left many things you have found a little chapel where 
you can receive Jesus in the Holy Communion and 
obtain all the help you need. God is never outdone in 
generosity. Do not forget that nothing essential will be 
lacking to you if you continue pious and regular, You 
may have to suffer and perhaps suffer much, but have 
courage, God will be with you: He will give you an 
infinite recompense for all that you will do for Him. 


Write to me, my dear child: the counsels of those who 
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wish your soul well shall always be useful to you. 

« Seek only to sanctify yourself sothat you may be able 
tosanctify others. You shall be happy when this Apos- 
tolic desire becomes your sole ambition. 

_ «May the good God preserve you, my dear child, and 
bless you and make you more and more worthy of your 
- yocation. | am dear Brother, 

« Yours affectionately in the Heart of Jesus. 


45th March 1898. 


« Brother Exurerien. » 


The application of the law of July 15, 1889 sadden- 
ed the paternal heart of Brother Assistant because 
he saw his young Brothers obliged to enter the 
military barracks. And now a new apostolate was 
imposed upon him and for fourteen years he gave 
himself to it heart and soul. 

He organized a series of retreats for the Soldier- 
Brothers : retreats preparatory to their departure — 
retreats during their term of military service, either 
at Easter or at the time of the district Annual re- 
treats ; — and retreats at their re-entering Commun- 
ities. What solicitude did Brother Assistant mani- 
fest during these days of retreat! He encouraged 
and exhorted them ; he calmed the fears of these, 
and pointed out dangers to others who seemed to 
be but little concerned about them. He multiplied 
his exhortations : he had so many things to say. 
« My children, I fear less for you the scenes of im- 
morality, than I do the habits of idleness, of criti- 
cism and independence that you are in danger of 
contracting — God knows where He is sending you 
and His grace will be with you; but if you let go 
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the hand of God what will become of you? » He 
recommended the frequentation of the Sacraments 
and a tender devotion to the Most Blessed Virgin. 
« The Daily Beads — the entire rosary if you can, 
will be the viaticum of a Soldier-Brother. » 

The retreats held during Holy Week were noted 
for the fervor with which Brother Exurerren spoke 
in his conferences, for he was very much deyoted 
to the Sacred Passion of Our Lord. On one of these 
occasions at Athis his ancient condisciple at Béziers, 
M. de Pellerin who afterwards became a magistrate, — 
visited him. Brother Exuperien invited him to pre- 
side at the exercise of the Way of the Cross in the 
grounds ; he did so without a book and with much 
unction. 

Once, during these reunions the retreaters gave 
Brother Exuperien the title of General of the 
Soldier-Brothers. He smiled and said, « Since you 
recognize me as your general, go to Him towards 
whom I wish to lead you, Jesus Christ the general 
in chief of us all. » A Soldier-Brother who knew 
Brother Exurrerien only by. his conferences was 
afraid to approach him saying « He is too austere 
for me; he is a man girt all around with iron chains». 
The Parisian Brother to whom this was said replied, 
« My good friend just go to him once and you will 
find that the iron is on the exterior but the velvet is 
within ». And after an interview with the Assistant 
the Soldier-Brother declared that never before had 
he seen so much courtesy joined to so much fatherly 
kindness and he repeated « Yes, heis velvet within». 

During themonth of April 1904, Brother Exuprrien 
was compelled to remain in the infirmary. Here he 
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had about a dozen Soldier-Brothers come to his sick- 
chamber, and in the words of one of these: « He - 


spoke to us of our duties with such great affection 
and earnestness that many of us were crying when 
we left his presence. » 

In order to obtain for his dear absent ones in the 
army the strength and grace to maintain themselves 
in their holy Vocation Brother Exurerten multiplied 
his prayers and his penances. He recommended 


them to God by the following prayer that he him- 


self composed : 


« Oh, Lord, chain fast Thine enemy; permit him not 


to vavage Thy chosen flock. If Thou sustainest not 


these poor children what will become of them? What 
triumph for Satan when he can compass the fall of a 


_ young religious ! 


_« What can! do, Oh Lord, to prevent such a stroke? 
Nothing, nothing of myself. Lord have pity on us! Keep 
Thou, and render faithful these young Brothers who 
wish to love Thee. , 

« Most Blessed Virgin Mary, watch over an entire 
family that I consecrate to you. Accept my efforts, the 
desires that | lay before you, and the little that I do in 


-expiation and reparation. | shall redouble my efforts 


for humility, detachment, and the spirit of prayer, to 
obtain that your Son may sustain these religious who 
are so exposed and that He may preserve them from 
all evil. » 


Not content with praying and suffering himself, 
Brother Exuperten formedanalliance of prayers and 
sacrifices to do violence to Heaven, He published a 


few pages on this subject, in which he writes : 
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«In order to obtain from the Divine’ Bounty abund- 
ant graces of strength and perseverance for those sub-, 
ject to the military law, nothing seems more necessary 
than to join to our united efforts, the powerful help of 
suffering united to the pains of Our Lord Jesus Christ. 
We must then find voluntary victims, energetic hearts, 
resolved to embrace the spirit of penance and repara- 
tion, supplicating the Divine Master toapply the merits’ 
thefeof to our Soldier-Brothers. » 

« By a total abandonment of body and soul one places 
oneself at the disposition of Our Lord, so that in a 
certain manner He Himself may suffer in us and by us. 
The first and most simple of these offerings isevidently 
the offering of whatever crucifies nature in the obliga- 
tions of the common life and, consequently, strict regu- 
larity. A pure intention in our apostolic work and in 
the employment marked out for us by obedience consti- 
tutes likewise a precious treasure which may be dir- 
ected by the Communion of Saintsand with God’s good 
pleasure for the preservation and constancy of our — 
Soldier-Brothers. Finally religious Jaid by God’s hand 
on the cross of sickness and infirmity have in their pos- 
session the inappreciable treasure of resignation and 
patience. » 


It was judged to be of great utility to establish, - 
during the painful period of the existence of the 
military service, periodic correspondence between 
the Brothers on service and their Superiors. It was 
to establish this that Brother Exupenten in March 
1890 inaugurated the Monthly Indications for the 
Soldier-Brothers. He supervised the composing and 
printing of this work till August 1904. 144 leaflets 
had thus appeared and brought to the young 
Brothers in the army that consolation and advice 
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so much needed in their precarious condition. 


More intimate relations existed between the young 
Soldier-Brothersand their Assistant who responded 
with admirable regularity to every letter he received 
from them. He used to say: 

« It is the first of my duties; so much they need 
to know that we love them. » 

In March 1896 he wrote : 


« My dear Child, there are many ways of serving God 
well. Yours is hard, but it is very meritorious. Never 
forget that holiness consists in the accomplishment of 
the will of God. Try to do good to those whom you teach. 
(He gave some lessons at the Barracks.) Give them good 
advice now and then quietly, and induce them to make 
their Easter duties if you can. Pray and make some 
sacrifices for that intention. » 

« Ask yourself how you realize the ideal of the 
soldier of Christ. Become a witness to Jesus Christ be- 
fore the regiment, a victim of reparation, an apostle. 
Bring Our Lord to the Barracks. Pray the Angels Guar- 
dian of your comrades thatthey may make them better. 
Spread around you the spirit of the Gospel ; the source 
which feeds that spirit is the Holy Eucharist. » : 


On the 24th of April, 1900, Brother Exupenten 
wrote toa Brother in barracks in Southern Algeria, 
who could not have any relations with a priest or 


any of our communities : 


« My dear Child, your letter breathes somewhat of 
discouragement, Fight that feeling; it is not inspired 
by faith. According to the advice of our holy Founder, 
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let us strive to recognize and adore the will of agg 4 
everything that happens to us; it is the sure means of 
consolation in all our trials and of increasing our me- — 


~ 


o rits. God knows well where His Providence has led you; 
Bs let Him act, and learn to bless. Him for Wiad , 
-——-You need many things, but. Our Lord knows how to 
ae: supply all when one corresponds with His graces. The 
important thing for you is to show great good- -will and 
wa + to omit nothing that you can do. Let the beads or the 


. ‘rosary, and bSaion iaforg prayers, replace the exercises _ 
that force of circumstances renders impossible. Write 
to me as often as you think it useful; I shall always | 
make it my duty to answer you, my fsee exile. Lam ze 
anxious in regard to all Soldiers, but particularly those 
who are isolated like you. Believe in my affection in Ou a 
Lord, and in my sincere wish to be useful to you. » ‘ 


_ 


« Brother Exurenten. » 


, sti 
os. The spiritual direction of Brother Exupenten was 
not merely adapted to the situation, whether abnor- 
mal or not of the Brothers who wrote to him : he 
made himself « all to all » in order to correspond to — 


the varying necessities of each. The age of the Bro- 


thers, their inclinations, the obstacles against which — ‘a 
ial they have to fight, all these demanded, speci coun- 
; sels and Brother Exuperren excelled in the art of 


guiding each one in that way that was best for him, 
Foremost and with all he insisted on the life of 
faith and of recollection, on the hatred of venial 
sin, love of regularity, the fervent reception of the 
Holy Eucharist. He dealt with special points accord- 
ing to the dispositions of his Brothers. 

ToaBrother whom he knew to be inclined to multi- 
ply unreasonably his practices of devotion, he wrote: 
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« Devotion to the Rule, i. e. exact fidelity to all it 
demands is an admirable devotion for a Brother. Do 
you wish to Jessen the number of your daily faults, to 
form yourself to the practice of virtues, and glorify Our 
Lord? The surest and shortest way is to be perfectly 
regular. The most holy religious and the most useful 
to his Institute is not the one whois the most Jearned, 
who occupies the highest position, but rather he who 
is the most faithful to his Rule. Occupations very obs- 
cure in themselves, butconformable tothe Rule, are mo- 
remeritorious than the most brilliant followed through 
a motive of self-will. The genuine Brother is known by 
his regularity and exactitude in the least details of the 
holy Rules. Fear lest you deprive yourself of the gra- 
_ ces attached to fidelity to the smallest point of Rule. 
Above all, never contribute, by your example, to the 
violation of a single prescription of the Rule in the Com- 
munity. » 


Oppositions that arise from the variety of charac- 
ters associated in the community are inevitable, and 
they may become the source of great merit. In refer- 
ence to this, Brother Exuperien thus exhorts one 
of his correspondents : 


« I know all the difficulties of your situation. Do not 
exaggerate them in your imagination, and take mea- 
sures to sanctify yourself by penance and humility. Io 
your trials and the little conflicts that may arise be 

always careful to turn to God w ho enlightens and con- 
soles. Seek your support in mental prayer and in the 
Holy Communion, Obtain, through our Blessed Father, 
the grace to animate all your actions by views and senti- 
ments of faith, recognizing and adoring in all things 


the holy will of God. » 
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He also wrote : 


_ « Perfection consists less in the victory over pride 
thanin the fight against self-will. It consists inthe im- 
molation of self. It suffices to have sound judgment to 
know what light is lacking to our intelligence, what 


strength is wanting to our will and to acknowledge ‘ 


our imperfections both physical, intellectual and moral, 
Thas, there is a form of pride which even pagans c&a 


fight against. But the stripping ourselves of self-will | “¥ 


and the immolation of selfare quite other matters. This 
is a degree of perfection too high for human nature to 
attain to, and it is only man sustained by grace, the 
Christian borne forward by the example of Jesus who 
is capable of it. That is the ideal of perfection, and the 
religious who has arrived at this habitual immolation 


practises his vows in their fullest extent. He can say in~ 
all truth « /t is no longer I who live but Jesus Christ who— 


liveth in me. » 


. 


iA 


i 
i 


>> 


A certain Brother revealed to Brother Exupenien 


the works of zeal that he felt impelled to undertake. 
Brother Assistant advised less action and more of 
interior life : 


« Do not be too preoccupied with what you can do 
for others, The important point is to perfect the tool 
and to lay it, more and more perfect and docile, in the 
hands of God. The good to be done depends neither on 
position nor circumstances and still less on talents and 
human support. All consists in union with God and 
dependence upon Providence, « He who liveth in Me 
and in whom J live beareth much fruit. From the breast 
of him who has faith will spring a stream of living water.» 
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Ardent souls in their desire for perfection wish to 
do all that lies in their power to correspond with 
God's will, but their nature is sometimes too impet- 
uous and uneasy. Brother Exurerien knew how to 
moderate their impetuosity : 


« To aim at fervor is an excellent disposition, but we 
yust know how to be content with what we can do. It 
suffices t6 have good intentions, to wish earnestly to do 
good and to try one’s best to cealize it. It is not neces- 
sary, it is often times dangerous, to have the feeling, 
the relish of fervor. Be diffident of your too ardent de- 
sire to advance, and specially to estimate your progress. 
I believe that the more one advances the less progress 
he thinks he makes. We must have an immense desire 
for perfection, with resignation to God’s views in 
regard to His distribution of spiritual gifts, and the 
greater or less facility he grants us for advancing in 
the interior life. » 


Sometimes Brother Exuperien had to deal with a 
poor young religious whose vocation was in danger 
from some sudden trial. On such occasions he used 
all the resources of his charity, and of his long ex- 
perience, his prayers and penances to prevent the boy 
from taking a resolution always to be regretted. How 
many vocations has he not thus strengthened ! A 
Brother writes: «] have known a moment of discour- 
agement, a time so painful that it seemed they must 
be the last of my religious life. Some few lines, 
feverishly scraw led, informed Brother Assistant that 
I was leaving the Institute. He sent for me I shall 
never forget that reception so paternal, those words 
so good and wise. All these went so directly to my 
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soul that I felt my trouble vanish. There was no — 


further question of my leaving. » 
Another Brother says: «1 was so tried in differ 


ways and so violently that | thought God allowed it — 


to show me that I was not called to a Brother’s life, I 
determined to open my whole soul to Brother Assis- 
tant at the annual retreat. In few words, I made — 
known to him my determination and the motives 
therefor. But less than fifteen minutes talk with 
the holy Superior dissipated all my griefs. It would 


be difficult for me to say what took place in the | 


short interval; but I know that his words were so 
encouraging and so convincing that all my former 
ideas of leaving disappeared without my knowing — 


how. It must have been a very special blessing that’ 5 


God attached to the words of Brother Assistant, 
and since that moment I have regarded him as an 
instrument which Providence used to make known 
to me His will. » 

Here is a letter of Brother Exuperien written for 
a similar purpose : 


« My very dear Brother : 


« The world has its attractions for you? Nothing 
very astonishing about that: It has seduced and lost 

many another. But when the illusion was dispelled 
then the reality appeared, They had let themselves be 
deceived. They had become spiritually bankrupt, and 
now their troubled conscience would not allow them 
to relish the miserable pleasures whose appearance fas- 
cinated them. Have you considered the matter, child: 
lo become bankrupt of God % 


« After having received so many races, made and 
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renewed so many resolutions, to give up the work be- 
gun with such joy and merit? God will raise servants 
who will take up the work of faithless workmen, But 
what shall He give to those pusillanimous spirits who 
feared difficulty ? It is but a passing temptation that 
assails you. Look at your Crucifix and say to yourself 
«I too have been attached to the cross by those bless- 
ed nails, my five vows. Ought I wish to come down 
from this throne of honor to join the crowd of the in- 
different or the impious ? » But you may say, there are 
souls in the world who are very agreeable to God. I 
know thereare and|I know some of them whose admir- 
able virtues make me ashamed of myself; but they 
have a vocation to live in the midst of the bustle of the 
world, But you ? 

« I pray for you, for 1am, as you know, your best 


friend. 
« Brother Exuperien. » 


Brother Exuperien fully realized that the strength 
of a congregation is in its number of generous souls 
living the interior life under the eye of God, in for- 
getfulness of self and of the world. Souls that love 
meditation, self-renouncement and holy austerities. 
Or as he loved to put it : « One of those souls dis- 
engaged from themselves and who refuse God no- 
thing, procures Him more glory than a great num- 
ber of religious fairly ‘good but not sufficiently 
spiritual, » 


« A religious congregation », he writes «has much 
more need of saints than of scholars : but what a grace 
if they are both saints and scholars! An Institute 
sfands only by the number of its saints. When that 
number is insufficient, everything falls to pieces like 
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a building that loses the pillars which held it up, » 

« Since we must expect more from prayer than from 
action, is it not reasonable first of all to organise prayer 
and patit at the service of all the interests I pursue ?» 

« Intercessors, prayers are the great protectors of a 
Society, One such thoroughly united to God does more 
than many others. 1 must ask for such from Our Lord 
and become one myself, » 

A Brother Visitor writes of him : 

« He knew chosen souls almost by looking at 
them, and he knew how to direct them. No matter | 
how distant were those favoured correspondents, 
little letters were almost always en route for them 
from Brother Assistant to fan the sacred fire of 
divine love, ardor in prayer, the spirit of reparation 
for the Institute and of intercession for the young 
Brothers, One of his greatest pleasures was to re- 
ceive one of such epistles in which he could read 
the expressions of exquisite piety. He rejoiced in 
the powerful action of grace in those hearts that 
beat in union with his own. 

It was to such that he particularly destined his 
brochure « The spirit of Victim inthe Institute of 
the Brothers » and the opuscule « Sur la conduite 
du Saint-Esprit, d@’aprés saint Jean-Baptiste dela - 
Salle. » 

In 1886 he wrote in his Notes : 


« Lord make known to me those whom you wish to 
enter in the way of reparation, Give me the surperna- 
tural instinct to recognize them and grant me a favour- 
able occasion to find them, » 


« Some religious seem to have lost the meaning of 
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the Cross. Voluntary and generous Victims can alone 
lead them back. Crucified souls are the terror of the 
demon; he is in dread of the material Cross, and much 
more of crucified souls. » . 


God put such religious in the path of Brother 
Exvurerten. Now, it was men in authority like Bro- 
ther Alban-Joseph, Brother Arnould, Brother Pas- 
sarion and Brother Alpert ; again it was men em- 
ployed in the Noyitiates, like Brother Attique, 
Brother Berain-Denis, and Brother Brendan-Amedy } 
others were occupied in humbler functions like 
Brother Prime or Brother Malon, refectorian in the 
Mother House, whose spirit of mortification he ad- 
mired and whose remark he loved to repeat « When 
I suffer, I think that I am struck by a hand wounded 
with love for me. » 

He compassionated their trials as one who had 
himself passed through the dolorous way ! 


« The habitual state of generous souls is tribula- 
tion : weakness, opposition against the good they wish, 
powerlessness to pray or to work, interior trials, all 
sorts of temptations, disgust for good. The Lord is 
pleased only with humble souls, and there is no true 
humiliation except in the view of our faults and our 
real imperfections, for humility is truth. I believe that 
the greatest grace God can give a soul is to inspire 
him with a disgust for himself, » 


Was it a time of spiritual consolation ? Then 
Brother Exuprerien recommended them to walk 
accerding to the lights given, since it pleased God 
to send them, but to remember to provide for the 
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a4 
time when darkness would again invade their 4 


soul ! 


i 
« True progress», said he, «is judged by the facility — 
with which we abandon ourselves to the will of God — 

and by our more intimate and more constant union 4 
with Our Lord. Walk in the light since God illumines — 
and guides you, but place no reliance on your actual — 
dispositions. Troubles, inquietude, interior anguish, 7 
soon dejection, spiritual apathy will recommesaian 
T hope: nothing is more dangerous in the spiritual — 
life than tranquillity and peace. Let us bless God 
especially for the troubles and trials He sends us, This 5 
is solid and sanctifying. » ". he 


Brother Exuperren had too much of the spirit of hd 
St. De La Salle, he had too deeply at heart the wel- — 
fare of our Institute, not to see the immense impor- _ 
tance of the selection and the proper spiritual form- — 
ation of the directors of our communities. (id 

One day he called a young professed Brother and | 
told him that he had proposed him to the Superior — 
General as a Director of a community in Paris. 

—« Dear Brother Assistant », replied the new 
director in tears, « I cannot accept; I have neither 
yirtue nor learning, nor talent for administra- — 
tion. » ‘ 

— « My child, I have been looking for some one 
who is persuaded that he can do nothing of him- 
self. — Go; may Our Lord be with you. » 

It was in this way that Brother Alpert was placed 
at the head of the Community of St. Joseph des 


Alsaciens. 
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On one occasion a Director who had just receiy- 
ed his obedience said : 


— « Dear Brother Assistant, you know well that 


I cannot direct others : I am unable to direct myself 
even. | beg of you to leave me with my pupils where 
I shall be in peace. » 

— « Do you then believe that you are made Direc- 


tor for your own ease? To be in charge of others, 


in a Congregation, is to bend the shoulders to a 
burden. Go my child; give Our Lord half shares in 
all you do, and begin by perfectly doing, yourself, 
all that you will command your Brothers to do. » 


The Directors actually in charge were the object 
of continual solicitude on the part of Brother Exu- 
penieNn, In this, as in all his works, he labored for 
their perfection by self-imposed practices of morti- 
fication and penance and by frequent and fervent 
exhortations in his many letters. 

In season and out of season, in times of retreat and 
on all occasions he held up for imitation the exam- 
ple of St. De La Salle. 

At Paris he had special facilities for frequent short 
re-unions for the Directors. Since the establishing 
of the Competitions for the scholarships in Munici- 
pal Schools, the Directors had monthly reunions 
for the discussion of scholastic questions. 

« When appointed Assistant, he always knew how 


‘to terminate these reunions by a short exhortation 


to religious perfection. Finding the time too short 
for his zeal, he determined that these re-unions 
should be alternately pedagogic and religious, espe- 


cially for the Directors. At afternoon was thus con- 
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secrated to the exercises of a short retreat every i 
second month. » , 
In his conferences on these occasions, Brother — 
. Exupenien recalled in incisive language the heavy 
responsibilities of those who have the direction of — 
others, and the obligation to serve as guides for — 
their Brothers. His doctrine on what he used to call = 
« Supernatural Administration » may be resumed — 
in the words that he used hundreds of times after — 
the expression of St. De La Salle: « First, do per-_ 
fectly all that you demand of your Brothers. Be for / 
them a model of what you wish them to become. » 


These words he paraphrased one day as follows: — 


a 


« Allow yourself to do nothing that you could not — 
allow your Brothers. Grant yourself nothing that under ; 
the same circumstances you ought not to grant them. Do 
not allow the Rule to be mitigated for yourself, who 
ought to insist on its fulfilment by the Brothers, Let 
your motto be : Always to be pleased to be with my Bro- : 
thers ; always to wish to be treated as my Brothers ; to apply ; 
myself to be inall things @ model for my Brothers. 


We must admit that there was nothing in the 
doctrine of Brother Exupenren that was pleasant to — 
nature. He well understood how crushing, especially 
in recent years, are the occupations of the Directors. 
He admired their devotedness. He pitied them in 
thus being burdened with the care of the classes, 
and with the administration of the Community, as 
well as in their relations with the authorities, 
both civil and religious. But notwithstanding all 
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_ them in everything, but he was most delicate in his 
this, he never relaxed a bit in his doctrine but con- 
tinued to repeat, « A Director must tend to holiness 
and must see only God and souls. » He explained him- 
self to one of the Brothers in regard to this subject : 


« There are many ways of governing men. There is 
the way of the politician which makes hypocrites of 
the inferiors and dupes of the Superiors. 

« Then there is the easy-going style i. e. a kind of 
imitation of goodness which can never suffice for the 
religious. 

« Again there is human prestige, that is learning, a 
natural gift for authority, strong understanding, good 
judgment: Directors must possess and cultivate these 
qualities butsuch prestige is not sufficient; their great 
means of direction should be the ascendency which holi- 
ness alone can give. » 


He writes in his Notes : 


« Three characteristics of the saints must be found 
in Directors: 4st. Saints refer everything to God, think 
of Him only, and estimate all things by His standard. 
2nd. They are interested even to a degree of suscepti- 
bility in regard to all things relating to Jesus Christ. 
3rd. They have a great solicitude for souls. 

« Let us therefore burn with the love of God in order 
to inflame all our Brothers therewith. » 


Brother Exurerien loved his Directors very much. 
He sympathized with them in their maladies, in the 
different troubles that necessarily fell to the lot of 
those in authority. Without doubt he would have 
wished that the love of the Cross alone, animated 
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relations with them. A Director wrote to him for 
permission to allow a Brother who had been over-— 
worked to take a short vacation. He answered 
« Indeed it is granted very willingly; but you | 

yourself dear Brother Director, so overwhelmed f 















Have you no need of a little rest ? » as ie 
When he repeated to the Directors that they were A 
the guardians of the Rule and that they were oblig- 
ed by their examples and watchfulness to see that — 
it was observed, he never forbade those legitimate 
recreations that render Community life agreeable. 














any way and that the recommendations of the Su- | 
periors were observed, he willingly authorized any. 
thing that could give the brothers rest and relaxa- 
-_. tion of mind. He wished the Directors to take means ’ 
a to make themselves loved by their Brothers by render- 
ing them happy, but never through weak condes-_ a 
cension or compromise with the spirit of the world, 

















4 The Notes written by Brother Exurenren in 

P regard to the duties of those who rule our houses te 
are very extensive. They touch on the spirit of prayer 

, of sacrifice and detachment; on the necessity of 


maintaining regularity in Community, of preserving os 
the children from sin ; of suffering and making repa- 
ration for those of whom they have charge; of the 
infinite value forthem of the Holy Mass and the Holy 
Communion. Here are a few extracts from these 
Notes. 


« The great professionnal duty of a Director is tobe 
a man of prayer, and to form men of prayer, p 
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Py ise Christian fortitude in sufferings is the most power- 
A ful instrament for good that Providence has placed 
- inour hands. » 


me « To eee how to suffer is the first of our duties. 
The man most capable of directing others in the ways 
of salvation is he who has the widest experience of 
divine things and who knows best how to suffer. » 


_ « The Brother Director is the leaven that must raise 
the Community, What would happen if that leaven 
were inoperative ? »~ 


_ « Jesus Christ is the universal Director. In a Com- 
munity the Brother Director is but His substitute, and 
must act only by His impulsion, In Jesus Christ is the 
plenitude of grace requisite to Directors and of the 
divine lights they ought to.receive and communicate. 
Directors then must live in the greatest dependence on 
the Holy Ghost; say and do ie what He }oapere, if 
they wish to ah any real good. 


; 


« There is a way of saying things, of correcting ab- 
uses, and pointing out dangers, that will not discourage 
or wound. The Holy Ghost alone communicates this- 
gift when one abandons oneself to His guidance. » 


We complete these thoughts bya few extracts from 
letters of Brother Assistant to some Directors : 


« Do God’s work no matter what happens; if money 
be needed for this, He will furnish it all the more pro- 
vided you trust in Him, If He honors you by making 
you pass through tribulation have great hope for the 
future of the work you are engaged in. » 


« Recognize the will of God in the obstacles you 
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meet to the realization of your plans for yourself and 
for others. Do your best to accomplish as much good 


as possible, but be contented with the results. Do not~ 


be discouraged at the distance between the miseries of 
life, and the perfection of your ideas and desires. » 


« Supernaturalize all your occupations, administra- 
tive and otherwise. When our intention is pure all is 
pure and contributes to our sanctification. On the con- 
trary everything becomes an obstacle when the heart 
is not well turned towards God. Refer everything to 
God; put your own personality and your ease under foot. 


Die to yourself and you will help souls to live in God, — 


God often changes souls in proportion as they change 
themselves. » 


«We should be still more intolerant of our surround- 


ings were it not that our own misery is in full view, 
and that we can see our wounds, humanly speaking, 


incurable. I never forget the remark of M. Olier : « Let 
us cherish our vileness. » 


But is not such an entire subjection of our nature 
to grace a beautiful, but impossible task? Thanks 
be to God, our Institute has always known some 
Directors of whom it could he said that they were 
« the living Rule. » 

At times Brother Exuperien has been judged too 
absolute in his teachings, and to such he answered 


« We risk nothing in aiming very high ; our poor~ 


human nature will take care to do its best in pulling 
us below our purpose ; and besides, it is not my 
doctrine ; re-read the Counsels of St. De la Salle 
to Directors and see if he does not demand that 
they be saints. » 
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- Brother Assistant had still another very convinc- 
ing argument which his humility forbade him to 
use, viz. his own conduct. ‘ 


CHAPTER X 
Brother Exuperien aud retreats. 


The day after the death of Brother Exurerien we 
received from the Rey. Father Watrigant, S. J., a 
letter from which we quote : 


« Enghien, Belgium, Feb. 6, 1905, 


« My very dear Brother : 


« I just now learn of the death of the excellent, the 
apostolic, I shall even say with conviction, of the 
saintly Brother Exurenien. His life may be resumed in 
the words : He was a true son of St. John Baptist de la 
Salle. Like to his founder he had discovered the precious 
pearl of perfection, and like him he sold all to possess 
it; he used the same means to acquire it as did St. De 
La Salle, viz. the spirit of faith, of prayer, of penance, 
zeal for his Brothers, and for all with whom he had 
any connections. This spirit he cultivated by the holy 
exercises of retreat. 


« | remember well how he related to me the power 
of grace in his regard during a retreat at Laon under 
the eminent master of the Spiritual life, Pére Fouillot. 
{t was there that he determined to become an « apostle 
of retreats » which had been for him such a powerful 
means of sanctification. You know better than I, how 
frnitful his life-has been in this respect and what super- 






‘natural leaven he has been to thousands of 


_ ther Exuperien, it is necessary to place oneself at the 
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« To understand the life of such a religious as Bro- 


point of view of the supernatural and the Apostolic 
and to recall the teachings of Our Lord and the teach- — 
ings of St. De La Salle. Our Lord has wished to be the 
grain of mustard seed that became a large tree on the 
bratiches of which the birds of the air came to rest; it 
has been the same in varying degrees with all th 
saints, Was it not so with Brother Exupenien? He wa: i 
little, very little indeed through the humility of his — 
heart, but he grew by the practice of charity and of a Gs 
the virtues. Oh! how many branches of good works — 
have grown from this sturdy trunk! How many souls, — 
thanks to him, have come to rest and find peace an 
shelter in the branches thereof! I do not know all t 
works of which he was the inspiration and eh, 
but the retreats at Athis suffice to show his Apostolic 
Shs » 


ig 


be 


« 1 have often spoken with Brother Exurgnien about 
the work of the Retreats. It seemed to us that in imitat- P 
ing St. Ignatius and St. De La Salle we were imitating 
the Divine Master who formed His disciples insolitude _ 
and in the Cenacle. and that thus also, must be formed 
Apostolic men who were to be the leavyen of Apostolic _ 
associations. 

« Iwill not speak here, very dear Brother, of the 
marvellous history of « Notre-Dame des Retraites » at 
Athis. When I lived there for a few months two years 
ago, I spent delightful hours with Brother Exupenren. 


During these talks the dear Brother would forget the. 
pastin his anxiety to provide for the future. He wished 
to consolidate, enlarge and perfect the Retreats, first 


for the Brothers and then for the boys of the classes, 
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A and the young men of the Patronages. I hope he has 


left his mantle upon a new Eliseus, and the race of 
the apostles of the Cenacle will not be extinguished in 
your Apostolic Congregation... » 


Brother Exurrrien was indeed of the « race of 
the Apostles of the Cenacle », for God kept him in 
the solitude of the Novitiate, and afterwards in that, 
still more profound, of his own personal retreats. 
From these he came forth burning with zeal to gain 
souls for the good master and to suffer much in 
working for their salvation, He employed all the 
resources of his rich nature to perfect the retreats, 
regarding them as the most useful means of salva- 
tion. The penetration of his intellect; the force of 
his will, the fervor of his prayer, and the generosity 
of his sacrifices all converged toward this one point, 
viz. to augment by the retreats the spiritual life in 
our Institute. 


His name will remain inseparably connected with 
retreats. It was by his initiative or with his co- 
operation that divers forms of retreat were organized 
and were the means whereby many souls were re- 
newed in the spiritual life, His own personal exper- 
ience had demonstrated the mighty power of the 
Spiritual exercises, and he tried to imbue all his 
conferences and publications with the spirit thereof, 

Retreats for Superiors and Visitors, for Directors 
of houses of formation and of boarding schools; 
retreats for the Brothers charged with the works of 
the Patronages and with manual labour; retreats 
for the Soldier-Brothers and forthe Lay teachers in 
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our schools ; retreats of twenty days before the first 


vows, and of thirty days as a preparation for Profes- 
sion ; the Second Novitiate where the religious may 





perfect himself in the Spirit of St. De La Salle, in- 
all these works we find the hand of Brother Exuperten, — 


He was also the organiser of the retreats at Athis in 


which we find the pupils of the Superior Schools — 


of Paris and the young men of the Patronages, and 
the employees of our houses; the retreats for the 
Brothers who were about to depart for Military 


service and for those who had just returned there ¥ 


from. Does such an enterprise not merit the grati- 


tude of the Institute ? 


Brother Exuprrten considered these retreats — 
worthy of the best efforts of the Institute, which could 


not better testify its maternal solicitude for its — 


members than by offering them each year the op= 


portunity of making a retreat under the most fayor- 
able conditions. 

« What is there comparable to a good retreat ? » 
asks Brother Assistant : and he adds that a Superior 


gives the most authentic proof of his affection when — 


he offers an inferior a supplementary retreat. To a 
Brother whose long and painful occupations had 
exhausted him, he said: « Goand pass a few days 
at Athis; you can there make a good recollection. 
What vacation is worth that for you ? Persons go to 
warm baths to re-establish their broken health: 
what such treatment is to the enfeebled body, that, 
a good retreat is to the soul. » This areument was 
unanswerable. In truth, we find in retreat, if nota 
radical cure for our spiritual languor, at least en- 
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lightenment by our Divine Physician on the nature 
of our evils and the remedies to be applied thereto. 
But this is a divine work and it belongs to God to 
prepare souls for it, to bless the exercises and make 
them produce their effects. The Notes of Bro- 
ther Exupenien in regard to Retreats contain the 
following : 


Before the retreat : « To prepare the seed that it may 
bear fruit and that this fruit may remain. To pray 
for a serious preparation, in a particular way for the 
intention of the Brothers of whom one has charge and 
in a general way for all the Brothers. » 

_ « To make meditation on the principal subjects that 
will be treated of, and so prepare for them by per- 
sonal practice. » 

« To connect my spiritual life wath the instruc- 
tions of the Retreat and to reform myself in order to 
dispose others to receive well the word of God. To 
excel in overcoming obstacles where there is need to 
obtain serious results. » 

« To put myself under the influence of the Holy 
Spirit with the view of obtaining the lights of which I 
shall have need to do the good thatGod expects of me. » 

« To add sacrifice to prayer — to multiply acts of ge- 
nerosity, of mortification, in order to obtain for each 
Brother a good will to profit by the extraordinary 
helps that will be given during the retreat, » 

« [I will perfect myself in my duties to the Most Holy 
Eucharist, to obtain, in this respect, progress through- 
out the Institute, and that a multitude of Eucharistic 
souls may be raised up to enter fully into the spirit of 
our Blessed Father in this regard, and to inspire it 
around them. » 

« L will try to practise to the best of my power, every- 
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thing that is difficult in the virtues that are the | 
ject of my Vows, so that in spite of my deep wretch- 
edness and unworthiness. | may obtain the descent 
on alland each, of the benedictions which will make 
us enter more perfectly into the spirit of the formula of 
our Vows: Jo procure Thy Glory, O my God as far as I 
am able, and as far as Thou wilt require of me. 7 
« IfI do not obtain better results, in spite of my ; 
efforts and my ardent desires of good, it is hecaeae 
do not pray enough and am not humble enough, and 
do not practise enough what I wish to obtain from 
others. » - 
During the retreat : « To try to put myself in the b 
possible dispositions to enter fully into the spirit o ; 
each exercise, in order that all the Brothérs may obtain 
the fidelity to correspond with the movements of grace, 
« To pray much to our holy Founder and to allt 
protectors of the Institute, the holy Angels, St. Joseph, 
our Lady of Seven Dolors, and to Our Lord, that all 
the Brothers may draw most abundant fruits felis th 
holy exercises of the retreat. » 


After the retreat: « To keep my stock of impressions, 
sentiments, and resolutions, and excite myself to b 
very faithful to the engagements that I have nail 

« To pray to obtain watchfulness and generosity for, 
those who have followed the exercises of the retreat. » 

« To apply myself to the utmost to practise whatever 
is most difficult in my precepts, with the view of facili. 
tating the acceptance thereof by others. » b 
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Such resolutions were not a dead letter for Bro- 
ther Exurenten. « I heard him once declare » writes 
a Brother Visitor « that he had prepared himself for, 
several months before-hand for certain retreats. In 


™ 


: BRO. EXUPERIEN- sa 474 


particular those for the Superiors, and for the Di- . 
rectors of our houses of formation, preoccupied 
‘him much. He did not tell us the nature of this pre- 
“aration, but we knew its object was not to sketch 
out what he had to say but to draw down graces 
by the fervour of his prayers and the rigours of 
his penitential exercices. » 

A Secretary of Bro. Assistant wrote : When the 
time for the annual retreat for the Brothers, at Pas- - 
sy, approached, he entered into a more profound 
recollection ; he took little food, slept on the bare 
floor of his room, or on his bed without taking 
off his robe. He got us to write letters to some fervent 
Communities, to recommend to their prayers @ 
matter of sovereign importance. ; 

From the moment the retreats began, Brother 
Exuperien was really under the constant impulse 
of Grace. Even though exhausted he would over- 
come nature and after a few conferences, would 
become as alert as ever. He was stricken with loss 
of voice, and inyoked Brother Irenee, who on seye- 
ral occasions obtained for him a sudden cure. » 
« Nothing » it was often said « set Brother Assistant 
on his feet again, like the presidency of a retreat ». 

He once said to a Brother « I could not sleep all 
last night, so much was I seized by the thought 
I belong to God : 1 am going to God. » Every day he 
gave two Conferences to all those on retreat, and in 
a supplementary reunion forthe Directors only, he 





expatiated on their duties and responsibilities. And 
when he found any Soldier-Brother among his au- 
ditors, he always gave them some appropriate coun- 


sels. But even these Conferences did not satisfy the 
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zeal of Brother Assistant. He was the first to impose 
‘upon himself the very fruitful but herculean task 
of talking to each one in particular ; and when the 
day was finished for the others, he would still pray 
for hours in his room or on the gallery of the cha- 
pel in Athis, and after that would deliver his body 
to rude macerations. One of our Brothers Provincial 
says: « We know now that he carried on his breast 
a fairly large crucifix studded with sharp spikes. 
Day and night he wore an iron belt about his loins 
_andiron bracelets on his lacerated wrists. His sleep, 
tortured by such instruments of penance, was in- 
terrupted by frequent vigils. Perhaps he went seve- 
ral times during the night to the Chapel to remain 
an hour before the Blessed Sacrament ». In order 
to conceal his austerities, he tried to avoid having 
anyone sleep in the room adjoining his, and thus, 
alone, he had more liberty for what Lacordaire 
calls « the little follies » of a religious smitten with 
the love of Our Lord. , 


From the beginning of August till the end of Sep- 
tember, he presided over five or six of these labor- 
ious retreats at Passy, Athis, Beauvais, Le Puy. 
Still, to listen to himself, he did very little there. He 
gaye the credit to the Brothers Visitors, and espe- 
cially to the priests who gave the sermons. Of these 
latter he spoke with a respect and gratitude which 
seemed to increase yearly. Butif he regarded himself 
as a useless servant, the Brothers admired his abso- 
lute devotedness, his knowledge of spiritual things, 
and his kindness which formed such a happy con- 
trast with the severity of his doctrine. 
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A retreat in Paris can hardly be imagined without 
Brother Exurenren. And if ever he was absent, — an 
unheard of occurrence — how often would not his 
memory be recalled. The little tracts or brochures 
that were given forspiritual reading, or which were 
read in the refectory, were they not his? These leaf- 
lets were but the merest synopsis of the solid doc- 
trine that he explained in his general Conferences : 
they could thus serve as a reminder in the free mo- 
ments of the retreat of that living and fruitful expo- 
sition which all were charmed to hear. 


In his Conferences, his words were simple, per- 
sonal and practical. Because he was sure of his doc- 
trine, and because he was totally indifferent to ora- 


torical success ke was not put about by the number 


of his auditors, nor by the dignity of their position. 
It was a happiness for him — not to talk — but 
rather to exercise the « Apostolate of the Word. » 
The words « Veni» and « recta sapere » in the 
prayer to the Holy Ghost were always pronounced 
by him at the beginning of his Conferences with 
an accent that will never be forgotten by those who 
heard him. At once he would begin his subject, and 
as he was full of it, he became animated and his sen- 
timents and ideas were translated, so to speak, on 
his mobile and expressive countenance. Now in 
smiles, he would suddenly grow sad, and from 
vehement reproaches he would pass to the most 
touching appeals. When his emotions became in- 
tense, he would place his hands for an instant 
before his eyes, and then cross his arms upon his 
‘reast and his voice would alter as though he were 
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in Sera He would deliberately scan his worse 
striking upon the table. Often he would “a 
his words, full of meaning, by « Yes, yes » in such | 
a manner as to cause some of his audience to smile. _ 
But that interrupted neither the vehemence of the 
speaker nor the attention of his listeners and the | 
latter might be numerous for his high, clear, reso- 
-nant voice reached far in spite of its weakness, : 
His ideas came forth in abundance. His expres- — 
sions were apt, clear, simple, and not far fetched. 
One cause of this richness of thought and facility in 









of the very best ascetic writers ; the other was the 
habitual meditations on the ane ang the Epistles — 
of St. Paul. His citations from authors or from the 
scriptures, seemed to come felicitously in. his Con- — 
ferences, so full was he of his subject. y 












However, he did not limit himself to a plan laid = 
down before hand. His favorite maxims, his fami- — 
liar considerations, came so often to mind and — 
seemed so « capital » in his eyes, that he frequently 
gaye utterance to them at places where they seemed 
at first to have no relevancy. His Conferences were — 
not however mere improvised talks. He prepared — 
them well, not at his desk but in the Chapel and at 
his Meditations, and in his constant occupations 
with things divine; they were his meditation conti- 
nued aloud. He truly spoke from the abundance of 
the heart, and his heart was filled with Jesus Christ. 

There was atime when Brother Exurenten had 





to reproach himself for having multiplied his exhor- 
tations during retreat. « | have spoken too much. 
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It is time that I should let Jesus speak to souls. » In 
_ 1902 his throat was so sore that he begged Brother 
Alban Joseph to make some Conferences in his 
place. 


« I have exhorted too much and have not suffered 
enough in my life. | ought therefore be silent and let 
Our Lord take care of the retreat. And besides, anyone 
can do better than I. It is well to realize how little we 
can do for God's work and to rest in an act of confid- 
ence toward Our Lord, I have asked Him to speak to 
the hearts of the Brothers what I cannot express: He 
alone can render human words efficacious. » 


One of the merits of Brother Exurerien’s words 
was his absolute sincerity shown by the fact that he 
practised excellently all that he recommended. His 
conferences put into words his own spiritual life, 
hence the predominance of exhortation over doc- 
trinal development. He spent little time in speculative 
meditation, but hastened to the practical, and to 
testify in works his love for Our Lord. He proceeded 
in the same way in his Conferences. In a few words 
he presented Jesus Christ or our holy Founder prac- 
ticising a Virtue, and after a short time in ponder- 
ing over these models, he would turn sadly to show 
the opposition between their conduct and ours, and 
would cry out : 


« What ashame forusto be such delicate members 
of a Head crowned with thorns. We complain for trifles. 
Are we Christians at all ? We have offered ourselves 


‘entirely to God, and we steal ourselves back from Him 


Set Aa 


PN a eee 
‘ a 


B 


— 
7 


a a 6 ht 





—— < 


ov 


‘able with a tendency to continued severity ; and still — 
















little by little. What rapine in the holocaust! Weare 
the Antipodes of the Gospel. How sad! we have seers 
feeling of Jesus Christ. » , 

« Which then is right; the Gospel or the World? 
Jesus Christ, or Satan ? Poor Jesus Christ: Who loves 
Him with a disinterested love ? Who prefers Him in , 
all things to himself? » =a 


It.avas easy to see that Brother Exurenten did not 4 
try to gain his audience by any subtle artifice. On 


the danger of painting the picture too dark ; but he — 
was always careful to avoid satire or sarcasm, ne 
matter how earnest he might be in his denunciatie 
of inconstancy or human frailty. During forty years 
he denounced every weakness of the heart ; the insta- 
bility of the will, and all calculations of self-love; — 
he showed himself always vigorous, often implac- — 


he never drew a portrait causing pain to anyone by — 
making him the butt of laughter. If charity had 
not penetrated his heart, his sword-like word would 
have wounded in a way that the guilty ones would _ 
not soon forget. But he had too much humility and 
goodness to act in this way. This constant kindness _ 
in a nature so lively and energetic against the faults 

of fallen nature, was very remarkable. 


He used all sorts of comparisons in his Confer- 
ences : the thermometer, the telephone, organs, the 
knotty planks that the plane smoothes down, mi- 
crobes that are destroyed by sterilization. Very often 
the simile was merely suggested and left to be de- 
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__ veloped by the audience. Thus souls seduced by « the 
( _witchery of bagatelles » are like « captive balloons 
whose cables must be cut »; or « like barn-yard 
_ fowl unfitted to fly and eepiie in scratching the 
ground in the small enclosure that confines them. » 
The great principles of the Spiritual life, are like 
« nails» that maintain the solidity of a work, and 
often and often he recalled to his audience the ne- 
cessity of « driving the nail home. » He pities those 
- who « go clutching at all human pleasures, incap 
able of being satisfied with any. » Are they not the 
_ mere « Phantoms of religious who have the appear- 
ance of Brothers, but not the reality ?» By an un- 
t en comparison, attention and routine become, 
one « the artist who plays ravishing compositions 
et on the organ », the other « a mean mendicant who 
= grinds out his barrel organ ». « Alexander cried 
when he thought of the kingdoms that remained 
 unsubdued by his arms ; should we not weep atthe 
view of so much spiritual progress that we have yet 
to make ? Alas! we stamparound a little in the same 
place and are satisfied. » ; 
At times, however, Brother Exuperren was more 
detailed in his comparisons: 


« We are asorgans builtat firstand properly attuned 
by God, and then put out of tune by original sin and 
by our own actual sins. Jesus Christ is the restorer 
ofthis harmony, and the Holy Ghost who prays ia us 
and draws out harmonies whose power and quality 
vary according as we allow the Divine Workman to 

_ perfect his work. » 


« Our retreats, our recollections and our communions 
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- should produce more than a mere passing effee 
the momentary brilliancy ofa common metal burnishec : 
over, We must unite to our miserable nature in ever 
.. increasing proportion that infinitely precious met hy 4, 
Jesus Christ, and then little by Httle everything grows” 
better, more spiritual, more divine in our affections — 
‘and our works. Jesus Christ will then possess us more 
and _=more till in Heaven we will be penetrated by the 
- divin® essence; and « We shall then be transformed — 
into God Himself, because we will see Him as He is. » 
-- « To send the water or gas to the top ofa building, 7 
pipes are the first essential. So must it be in the Spiri- 
 tuallife: we must have some such connection between | é 
the soul and God; this is established by mental praye: 
and the recollection on which mental prayer dependsin 























«Itis with certain faults, as with the first spittir c 32 
of blood : they are a danger-signal. The mountain ait 
must be opposed thereto, i.e. mental prayer well made, » 
anda strong nourishment, which is the Holy Commun- | 
ion. It is indispensable to guard against any imprud- 
é ences, i. e., occasions, Without this precaution, thing 


become Keavaxsied and the evil becomes irremedis bing 
d <a 


: « As long as fish are fish and larks are larks they “ 
; can be caught, the former by the bait the latter by the | 
looking-g -glass. And we who have so often been caught — 

r in the trap of the demon, shall we be perpetually his — i 
; dupes? » 













The first characteristic of the doctrine of Brother 
Exurerien, was its elevated austerity. « The religious 
life is an engagement to practise very perfectly the 
Gospel maxims and the Rule. Our ideal must be 
Our Lord Himself. St. De La Salle also in whom 
Our Lord has made certain of His Virtues shine with 
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_ a peculiar lustre : the love of the Cross, submission 
to the Will of God, the Spirit of prayer, humility 
and zeal for souls. » The meditation and the con- 
stant practice of these eminent virtues created in 
Brother Exuperren an attraction for all that is most 
repugnant to nature, and his conferences were fil- 
led with this spirit. 

When anyone objected that the Gospel and our 
Founder taught other doctrines as well as those, so 
severe, to which he returned with insistence, he 
would agreethat they were right, ‘and that he should 
more frequently speak of the passages of the Gospel 
relating the kindness and goodness of Our Lord. But 
immediately after, he would hasten’ to prove that 
the essential for areligious, is abnegation, and that 
the essence of the doctrine of Our Lord and of St. 
De La Salle is contained therein. 

But the higher is this ideal, the greater the dis- 
tance that separates us from it; and in such dispro- 
portion Brother Exurerren saw reasons for humiliat- 


ing ourselves and treating with rigor the enemies of © 


our own household. The remedy he proposed was 
always the cross. The results shall be the freeing of 
the will by abnegation, and happiness by voluntary 
suffering. The cross, abnegation, renunciation these 
were the constant subject of his Conferences, and 
gave unity to his teaching. In these we find the reason 
also for his predilection for certain maxims : 


« If you wish tobe my disciples, renounce yourself, take 
up your cross and follow me. » (Lue tx, 23), « He who 
“toes not deny himself cannot be my disciple » (Lue x1v, 
27). « Ged forbid that I should glory, but in the Cross of 
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man » (Ephes. tv, 34). Fe 


the Gospel, and to these sources are we to look for 


_ ity are also due to the examples and writings of St. 
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Christ » (Galat. vi, 14). « The wisdom of the world is fol Hi, 
in the eyes of God » (I Cor. 11, 19). « Put ye on the “: 
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i 7 ‘ 
He had made profound study and meditationt of'-< 





the sublimity of his teaching ; its force and austell 


De La Salle, which he loved to cite in preference to 
all others, saying: « they are for us the code and the 
model of our sanctity. To what high perfection does. 
our Founder call us! » « When he speaks of recol- Fa 
lection, he requires it deep and continual; of mental — 
prayer, he wants it to be the most beloved of all our | 
exercises and desires every other exercise, even th a 
recreation to contribute to the success of this ; when — 
he speaks of obedience, and of the spirit of faith, he — 
can be compared to the most celebrated ascetic: " 
authors. » 

Brother Exurenien constantly returned in his con- — 
ferences to the necessity of abnegation and penance, — 
to the happiness that is found in carrying the Cross, — M 
and to the inconsistency of those who are not entire-_ 
ly devoted to Jesus Christ. These customary repet- % 
itions of the same essential points left the audience _ 
very much humiliated in being so far from what 
they knew he wanted them to be: but while admir- — 
ing the holiness of him who spoke, they often would 
like to hear a doctrine less crushing to poor human 
nature. 





Brother Exurenien’s friends would sometimes say 
to him « Is not your doctrine a little too austere in 
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general? Are you not afraid many will follow you 
_ only ata distance? » At such times he would answer 
_ « What I expose is not my doctrine, but that of the 
Gospel and of our holy Founder ; it is not too aus- 
tere, but we are too earthy. » 


‘ 


« A few extracts from his conferences will complete 
what we have to say on this point: Whilst an imper- 
feet religious asks himself: « How can J do asJ wish 
_ without violating my vows ? » the true religious is trying 
to see how he can deprive himself of what is permitted 
without looking singular, Between these two limits 
there are many degrees, Where are wein this respect? » 


‘od "FO, ® 


-« God communicates familiarly only with souls pro- 
_perly disposed. He cannot permit our heart to be di- 
_ vided between Himself and creatures. When a corked 

bottle is thrown into the sea the waters press around 

it on all sides without being able to enter. How many 
hearts are so closed to thie action of divine grace ? 
‘Create a void within for God to fill: this is one end 
of the retreat. » 


« Our progress is slow; we are crawlers : at least 
Jet us not stand still. What a folly to have sacrificed 
a family, earthly hopes, to enterreligion, and not make 
there a spiritual fortune ! Courage and struggle al- 
ways. Woe to him who panders to his passions in- 
stead of destroying them. It is not enough to strike 
down this Goliath — we must cut off his head. » 


The following notes were taken in the course of 
a conference he gave on the « Necessity of being 
renewed spiritually in Christ. » They show the 
spirituality of Brother Exuperren and his manner 


of talking towards the end of his life. 
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« Whata greatand necessary act itis for us to renew 
ourselves in Jesus Christ! The important thing is at 
first to purify our heart and direct its affections : 
Create in me a pure heart Omy God! What do we like? 
Where are our affections centred ? Ah, let us re- 
lish the things of God, not those of the world. But 
it is only supernatural love given by the Holy Ghost 
that can enable us to accomplish this. O Holy Ghost, 
kindle the hearts of thy faithful with the fire of thy love. 
This divine love transforms all within; itmakesa new 
man, the man of God. The man of God loves calm, the 
interior life; the man of the world seeks agitation, ex- 
terior things. We must therefore reform our incli- 
nations. Grant, O Lord that I may love what Thou lovest, 
and hate all that displeases Thee. Let us repeat this re- 
quest that we make every night, not merely with the 
lips. From the depth of our heart let us ask of Our 
Lord to love what He loves, that is the cross, and to 
hate what He hates, that is sin. » 

« All in us must be renewed io Jesus Christ that all 
may tend to His glory : the body with its senses, the 
soul with its faculties. It is therefore a total abnega- 
tion of our perverse or too natural inclinations, an ab- 
solute renunciation of ourselves to tend to that happy 
transformation in Jesus Christ, of which the Apostle 
speaks: « J live, no not I, but Christ who liveth in me. » 
We shall thus realize the demands of St. De La Salle 
«todo nothing naturally, by custom or through hu- 
mao motives, but all by the guidance of God, the mo- 
vement of his Spirit and with a view to please Him. 
Without a powerful grace, we cannot obtain victory 
over our ill-regulated passions, or become renewedin 
Christ. We must vanquish ourselves if we wish Jesus 
Christ to conquer. » « In orderto vanquish ourselves, we 
must kaow and command ourselves, this lightand this 
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r come from the Holy Ghost. Pray God to accom- 
-plish this prodigy in us, in giving us courage to fight 
A ourselves with ever-increasing energy. In proportion 
as we vanquish ourselves, we Ticiodit more free with 
_ the freedom of the children of God. » 

s _ « Who can tell the falls occasioned by a false liberty, 
by the spirit of independence? The spirit of independ- 
ence ‘or rather slavery for those who loose themselves 
_ from the Rule give up the liberty of the children of 
_ God to accept the slavery of an unmortified passion. 
oan practically disdains the precautions 
ef given by the Rule to preserve virtue ; now, virtue 
_ lives by precautions. In a certain way we must place 
ve iis sal upon the rails, i. e., the Rules in order to 
avert every catastrophe, and to make it go in safety to 
a great height of perfection. Perfect regularity is a 
means of renewing us in Jesus Christ, but without re- 
- gularity t there is death. » 

_ « If ap autopsy of spiritual corpses could be made, 
many maladies we should find proceeding from 
eereadasiy But our will is apt to tire of constant 
‘subjection. We must therefore strengthen it by retreat. 
One might call this putting an edge on the scythe, 
-Foughening the mill-stone. » 








ee To’ renew oneself in Christ, is to live an interior 

life. How much renovation remains to be done in us 

on this point! Do we not love the exterior life ? it is 

_. the soul’s ruin. Alas, there are some religious whoare 
so exterior that the spiritual in them is but a false ins- 
trument giving but discordant notes, It is like a store 
with a fairly good appearance in the show windows, 
but almost nothing of value inside. Itis a cracked wall 
that wants under-pinning by basing it on Jesus Christ. 
We shall be happy, our Congregation shall rejoice, 
and Jesus Christ too will rejoice when He can say of 
us « / renew all things. » 





~_ ™ = = _ 
ee es ee Pe a eel ee a ae, 


184 BRO. EXUPERIEN ~ 


The Rey. Pére Petit, S. J. writes us of his inti- 
mate acquaintance with Brother Exuprrien: « | 
have met few religious as well versed as he in spi- 


ritual things. » This testimony of which we know 


the great value, will be corroborated by all who 
have followed the retreats presided over by our ve- 
nerated Colleague. 


He was persevering in his efforts to have those 


on retreat make the Holy Communion, not on the 


sixth day as was then the custom, but on the fourth, 
i. e. at the end of the meditations, corresponding to 


the first week of the Grand Exercises, the introduc- — 


tion of which into our Society is greatly due to 
Brother Exupenien. 


We need not explain the important part he had 
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in the Capitulary Decrees of 1875 and of 1882 rela- z 
tive to the Great Exercises and the retreat of twenty : 


days. He never would refer to his intervention nor 
to his efforts to have the decisions put into practice. 


It is clear however that God expressly used him as — 


an instrument in this great work. 


The first of the Long Retreats took place in Paris 


in 4875, Although Brother Assistant appeared best 
qualified to preside, he sent the Visitor, Brother 
Angelum, saying « Because the Long Retreat is an 
innovation that has terror for some, lam going to 
attract them by sending a Brother to preside whom 
they love dearly. » Which should we admire most 
in this decision : the tact or the humility ? 
Afterwards on five occasions Brother ExurenrEen 
presided at the Long Retreat with admirable devot- 
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edness and success. In January 1880 he presided at 
Clamart where the Directors of the Novitiates were 
called together. He prepared for this months before- 
hand. He petitioned for prayers on every side. He 
spoke of the work to Mgr de Ségur who promised 
him to recommend it earnestly to Our Lord. At 
Clamart he had the pleasure of knowing the vener- 
ated Brother Arnould who repeated this thought 
of his : « Have you a horror of yourself? A horror 
of your own ease, of honor, of independence ? One 
man who walks along that way does more good 
than a hundred religious, faithful indeed to their 
duties, but who do not lift themselves to such a 
height. » 

in November, 1884, and in April and November 
1885, the members of the Regime, the Provincials 
and Visitors made the Long Retreat at Athis, presided 
over by Brother Exurenien. The most honorable 
Brother Joseph wrote to a Brother Visitor in 
December 1884 : 


« At the endof the General Chapter, from 15th, Novr. 
to 15th. Deer, 48 Brothers — Assistants, Provincials, Vi- 
sitors and Directors — made the Long Retreat with a 
fervor and enthusiasm for humiliation and mortifica- 
tion that recall visions of Vaugirard in the time of our 
Founder. » 


On the 14th of May 1885, he wrote : 
« I reply to you from Athis where 50 Brothers in 


office — Assistants, Visitors and Directors — are 
fnishing a 30 days’ Retreat made with a fervor, and 
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Nothing contributes more to encourage me, I — ; 
you, and to give me hope in the future of our i: 
Institute. » a nd: 
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Brother Exurerren remained the soul of this su~ 
> pernatural movement. This was recognized by th 
_ Superior General and by the Jesuit Fathers whi 
gave the Retreats. Here is the testimony of the Rey. 
father Adigard des Gautries : : 
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ea 
Zi-Ka-Wei (China), April 11th, 1905. 





7 | - 
My Very Dear Brother : i 
Pax Xti ; ; 
Ro Immediately after having received news of the de th 
of our dear Brother Exurenten I hastened to offer — x r 
.” him the Holy Mass and to pray Our Lord to grant your 
‘ = Institute men of his stamp who will be worthy to re- ec 
place him. oy 
WF The many Long Retreats that I gave during his te m —_ 
ae as Assistant gave me an intimate acquaintance wil 
Y him. All as far as lam concerned is resumed in this 
one fact: He was the Soul and the indefatigable organ- 
izer of the Great Exercises in your Institute. Whether 
the first idea of its introduction was his I know not, 
; but no one had a more important part in its execution. | 
. In the end of August 1876 I was first called upon 
to direct them ; the building and hall of Gros-Caillou, — 
gave us sufficient room but was far from possessing 
the conveniences of Athis, At that time three men had 
the chief direction of the Retreats: the most honorable — 
Brother Irlide, with his powerful mind and will ; and 
two of his Assistants: Brothers Joseph and Exupenten. 
Between the two latter were many contrasts, While 
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both had a perfect unanimity of purpose, and equal 
devotedness to the work, each seemed to me to be a . 
perfect supplement of the other as after events have 7 
well proved. 4 
Brother Exupenmn had penetrated the spirit and me- " 
chanism of the £ercises of St. Ignatius ; he had seized ; 
the idea of their flexibility which allowed them to be 
adapted to all exigencies, Knowing so thoroughly the 
Rules, the usages and the spirit of his own Institute, he % 
brought the greatest breadth of mind tothat adaptation, : 
not without its difficulty just then before experience 
and practice had simplified the apparent obstacles there- 
to. In this adaptation he was perfectly seconded by the r 
Brothers whom he knew how to choose as presidents : 
of the Exercises. Especially shall I here mention Bro- ; 
ther Angelum who presided in 1876 and 41877. His ; 
strong common-sense, his good heartedness, his clear me 
view of difficulties and expedients, his personal abne- 4 
gation were very precious in that first period of aceli- ( 
matisation of the Exercices. His successors and — not to 
name the living — especially the regretted Brother 
Alban-Joseph worthily continued the work ; the work- 
men of the first hour had the reward and_ hardships 
of a pioneer organization. Brother Exurerien was the 
inspiration and guide of the others, As I had seen him 
in 1876 so I found him in 1895, the last retreat in 
which I took part : this last consisted of special Exer- ‘ 
cises for the Directors, the large house at Athis afford- ; 
ing every material advantage to those on retreat. 


I was at first attracted by the immense activity and 
zeal of Brother Exurenien, for the perfection of the mem- 
bers of the Institute, ready for all sorts of journeys, 2 
works, and exterior relations which apparently allowed 
him no rest. 
‘He had a prompt decision without being precipitate, 
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His execution swift and sure, was always inspired by 
religious motives. If it was a pleasure to recognize the 
qualities and astounding readiness of the man of ac- 
tion, it was edifying to see the deep and tender piety, 
the high and righteous views of the spiritual man. All 
that concerned the Church or his Institute, all solid 


works of piety, as well as all means of perfecting school 


work attracted his attention. The Canonization of St- 


John Baptist De La Salle must have been for him a li- 


vely joy. He had worked so hard for this purpose as 
well as to perpetuate the Spirit of and spread venera- 
tion for the holy Founder among all his sons! He felt 
that fidelity to the idea of the Founder, specially 
illumined by God’s light, is the safety of religious fami- 
lies and he returned unceasingly to this thought. What 
he wished to accomplish by the Exercises very par- 
ticularly was to make the Institute bear the greatest 


possible crop of religious perfection and christian 


charity. It was a providential preparation to have begun 
his work before the days of the great persecutions for 
it will aid in preserving this same Spirit of the 
Founder in the days of trial andin maintaining all the 
members in the path of duty. It will help to prepare a 
fruitful future for your Institute, a christian democra- 
lic institution, if ever there was one such it is in the 
best sense of the words. 


Very dear Brother, | have been able, only to resume 
a collection of memories and appreciations bearing on 
a single undertaking, the Great Exercises. These sou- 
venirs are precious to me ; I love to count among my 
friends in heaven religious whom I esteemed so highly 
while | was working with them for the glorifica- 
tion of Our Lord by the Brothers of the Christian 
Schools. 


I recommend myself to your prayers, my very dear 
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Brother, and to the remembrance of the many Brothers 
whom I had for collaborators and auditors. 
1 remain, in Our Lord, 
The devoted servant of all, 
S. Apiaarp, S. J., 


Missionary in China. 


In August 1887 the most honored Brother Jo- 
seph inaugurated at Athis the Exercises of the Second 
Novitiate. It took one hundred and sixty years to 
realize the principle underlying this work ; it was 
voted in General Chapter 1725. Administrative dif- 
ficulties, the inability to replace Brothers in their 
employment, always rendered it necessary to post- 
pone the project. Just before the beatification of the 
Founder, the obstacles were removed and the Insti- 
tute gave its saintly Father a new proof of its desire 
to perfect by every possible means the Brothers’ su- 
pernatural life. Great was the joy of Brother Exu- 
perren, who exclaimed : « The Second Novitiate ! this 
is what I have so ardently longed for! » 

From 1865 he had recorded in his Notes his ardent 
desire to see this Third Year as he called it, esta- 
blished amongst us. This intention was present to his 
mind for twenty-two years and he offered to God 
prayers and sacrifices to hasten the day when the 
Institute could let its children avail themselves of 
this priceless benefit. From 41873, with the Super- 
iors he studied the means for realizing his cherished 
project and it was he who by his repeated efforts 
obtained the first re-union of Brothers for the Second 
Novitiate. 

In November 1887, Brother Exuperien was in Rome 
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when the decree de Tuto terminated the process of 
the Cause of the Beatification of our Founder. He 
here laid before His Holiness Leo XIII, the project 
of realizing the wishes of our Fourth General Chap- 
ter relative to the Second Novitiate. His Holiness 
was much pleased and charged Brother Exuperimen 
to transmit the expression of his pleasure to the Most — 
honorable Brother Joseph. 

The following letter will allow us to conclude our 
retrospect of Brother Exuperien’s connection with 
the Works of Retreat in our Institute. It is from a 
priest who for more than twenty years has given 
evidence of his unalterable devotedness to our In- 
stitute, 


Paris, Feb, 3, 1905. 


My most Honored Brother Superior General : 


I take the liberty to express to you my sincere con- 
dolence on the occasion of the death of the venerated 
Brother Exurerien. { have had very close relations with 
that excellent Brother during many retreats that I 
preached at Athis, It is impossible to give particular 
facts ; but I may say that the views of that dear Brother 
and my frequent interviews with him inspired me with 
the highest esteem and true admiration for that zeal- 
ous and faithful servant of God. 

Above all else Brother Exupenien was a supernatural 
man. I never noticed in him either a word or an act 
that was inspired by human motives. It was the spirit 
of faith that guided him in all things and made him 


speak and act. I foundin him asincere and tender love 
for Our Lord which was sustained and augmented by 
mental prayer and penance, His love for the divine Mas- 


ler impelled Brother Exurenen to make Him known, 
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_ loved and served faithfully, especially by the members 
of your Institute. 

He dearly loved his society and he applied himself 
with ardor to have all the members progress in the way 
: of perfection. For this purpose he did all in his power 

in favor of retreats of which he was, I believe, the prin- 
cipal and most zealous promoter. By this he has indeed 
merited well of his Institute. In all his works for the 
good of souls, I never remarked in Brother Exurenren 
the least selfseeking or desire for the esteem of the 
worid. By all his words and actions it was clear that 
this dear Brother sought only the glory of God and the 
good of souls with an entire forgetfulness of himself. 
And I hope that this faithful and zealous servant of 

God has already received the reward merited by his 
devotedness. 

Believe me always to be very much attached to your 
Institute which at this moment suffers persecution or 
rather has the honor of being persecuted for the sake 
of the divine Master and to help Him to carry His Cross. 

Accept, my most honored Brother Superior General, 
the assurance of my respectful and devoted attachment. 


‘ Your very humble servant in Our Lord, 


M. ve Haza. 


CHAPTER XI 
The spiritual life of Brother Exuperien: his 
means of interior renovation. 


To give in detail the spiritual life of Brother 
xurenren would require a volume in itself: we 
shall therefore confine ourselves to showing the use 
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he made of the means of interior renovation pre- 
scribed or recommended among us and then we 
shall glance at a few of his virtues and devotions. 


According to a comparison of Brother Exupenten 
himself our life in the spiritual order is somewhat 
like a locomotive. The engineer must constantly 
supply the fuel to produce the motive power, On 
the road he must watch both the track and his ma- 
chine, especially those parts thereof that most easily 
get out of order. At times a minute inspection of 
details must be made that all damage whether slight 
or serious may be repaired. The strength of our 
soul is renewed each day by our spiritual exercises ; 
recollection maintains union with God and this 
prevents loss of energy ; the particular examen re- 
medies those deviations that tend to become habi- 
tual; finally retreats — weekly, monthly, annual, 


Grand Exercises — complete our means of renova- 


tion. Thus protected our journey towards Heaven 
is made in greater security, 

Did Brother Exurgenimn practise the various re- 
commendations that he made to others? His pre- 
occupation to live united to Jesus Christ was con- 
stant and intense according to the words of the Imi- 
tation : « Make place in your heart for Jesus Christ 
and close it to allelse. » This intensity and constancy 
were the most admirable traits in his religious life, 
And still to read the Notes of the retreats of Brother 
Exureaten one would think that he neither knew 
how to love Our Lord nor to despise himself, and 
that the longer he lived in the religious life, theless 
he practised the dutics thereof, But those who lived 
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with our venerated Brother knew by experience that 
these personal reproaches were but the result of his 
humility and ofhis ardent desire to love Jesus more 
and more. Brother Exuperren never was satisfied 
with himself because he wished to go to the fullest 
extent of his obligations. At each turn we hear him 
say or we read in his Notes: « to devote myself 
fully, » « to renew myself fully » — « to enter fully 
into the spirit of this mystery » &c. There was no- 
thing superficial in him. All was for God : but he 
was pained to see himself « so poor and cowardly 
a servant » in the service of so good a master. 


And he writes : 


« Our spiritual exercises are the chief means to repair 
our strength which exterior employments constantly 
exhaust ; they are also the payment which the Institute 
owes to its members in return for the work they per- 
form. These exercises are our personal goods — let us 
not squander any of them, 


In the chapel at the Mother House his spirit of 
fervor and religion was admirable during the 
common exercises. He was always on his knees 
unless the liturgy demanded another posture. His 
voice was predominant during the vocal prayers. 
He seemed to relish, to taste the sense of the words 
he uttered. « Our formulas of prayers are so full of 
sap, so rich with the marrow of the highest spiri- 
tuality ! » 

The spirit of meditation of Brother Exurenien, his 
devotion at the Holy Mass, his love of Holy Com- 

9 


ba. on 


cd i 


eee = hs etiieadate 


_ munion, will be spoken of in another place. - Her 
£ 
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cd 


--we will refer to his assiduous reading of as 
_-writers and his vigorous constancy in the practice 
of the particular examen. a 
The books to which he returned most willin sly 
_ were those from which he had formed his spiritua 
_ doctrine, for in these more than in any others 
found his own sentiments. In the front> rank 
these favourite books, are our holy Founder's ; th 
he had really assimilated. Jesuit ascetic writers w 
_ also favourites of his : The citations of Fathers 1 Ro 
_ driguez, Lallemant, Hayneuve, Huby, Bourdalé : 
Caussade, gave coloring to all his conferences. As) he 
advanced in age, the works of Me Gay increas 
in charm for him, and the Correspondance 
the holy Bishop of Anthedon excited his 
enthusiasm. 
He read slowly and often took notes after. 
reading. He writes : 
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« The soul is not nourished by what the eyes rea a 
but by what the heart ponders, We love in proportio ve 
as we know, and we desire in proportion as we love. — 
Make the light shine within us therefore by spiritual — é 
reading; holy resolutions will be the fruit of this ex-— 
ercise, Let it be a sort of half meditation, and then the 
light thereof will be accompdnied by a heaventt une- 
tion which will penetrate the heart. » 


aioe 


He recommended with insistence spiritual books 
containing strong, elevated and substantial doctrine: 
« Skimpy pamphlets are good for little Novices — ¢ 
works of solid thought are for men. » 
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_ We may say of our venerated Brother as of many 
saints that his great means of spiritual perfection 
was the Particular examen. During the Long Retreat 
at Clamart in 1880 he bound himself by a vow 
never to omit this important exercise. As the most 
fervent novice he would make use of the simple me- 
chanical contrivances for recording results. « With- 
out my bernard, said he, 1 am of no use; lam 
like a merchant who ruins himself because he does 
not keep his accounts. » He always imposed a pen- 
ance upon himself when he found he was failing. 

What was the ordinary subject of his examen? It 
might be inferred from what we know of his spirit- 
ual life, but we have definite information on this 
subject. One day in a moment of expansion he said 
to a Brother Visitor that for over thirty years he had 
made the examen on how he conformed to this 
maxim of St. De La Salle. Do nothing through cus- 
tom or any human motive ; but all by the guidance 
of God, the movement of His Spirit and with a 
view to pleasing Him. So that the particular examen 
perfected him in total self-renunciation, the doctrine 
of which was so familiar to him. 

One day Brother Assistant said to a Director : 
For eighteen years nearly all my meditations have 
had reference to the promise of absolute renuncia- 
tion that we make each morning in the great for- 
mula of our prayer (1). » 


(1) « Suffer then no longer, O my God, that there be in 
me anything opposed to Thy holy will. Destroy all my evil 
inclinations, and annihilate in me all those sentiments of 
nature tending to sway my heart, in order that il may be 
guided by thy Divine Spirit. I am resolved for the love of 
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It is easily seen that Brother Exurenien was at- 
tracted by a powerful impulse to that which was 
most perfect. Had he made a vow to this effect? It is 
thought so by the Brothers who knew him intimate- 
ly, but as yet we have found no written attestation 
to confirm the opinion. We read in his Notes of June 
1867 : « I desire, O Lord, to have a proof if You 
wish me to vow to do always what is most perfect. 
Ask O Lord and in return for Your favours I will 
give You all that You desire. » 


The more a soul combats with ardor to establish © 


the perfect reign of grace over nature the more it 
feels the necessity of often controlling not its pro- 
gress but its weaknesses. And hence the practice, so 
much recommended, of weekly and monthly re- 
views. In these the soul takes its bearings to set itself 
again on the right track and go on without deviation. 
Brother Exurenien was faithful to these reviews and 
the notes which he left us regarding them would be 
very interesting to read. A few citations from dif- 
ferent epochs wiil suffice to show his efforts in his 
onward march toward perfection. 


« December 1865. —\ offer to Jesus for the establish- 
ment of His reign in my heart the destruction of my- 
self. I feel the insufficiency of my own strength and 
of human means ; a great confidence in God marked by 
an entire abandonment of my will to conform to all the 
prescriptions of the Rule. » 


March 1866, — « Always too impressionable. How I 


Thee, to use all the violence necessary to die to myself, 
and to live only for Thee. » 





“ike te be ica ! [have foand on various occasions 
) that a mere nothing sufficed to trouble me profoundly 
and to destroy all my energy. How good Thou art, my 
God, to use such a being as I am. Indeed Thou art not 


difficult to please ! » 


April 1866. — « To refer everything to the Rule, 
_ both the novices and myself. To observe it and have it 
observed. Let my mortifications and my vigilance tend 
to this end. » 


September 1866. — « That the acquisition ofthe Spirit 
of the Institute be the central pivot of my spiritual life 
and of my teachings in the novitiate and at Retreats. To 
draw it from the spring: to nourish myself on our books 
and inspire esteem for them. » 


January 1867. — « Mathematicians, literarymen 


strengthen themselves by constant study. It is not as- 

_tonishing that they make progress. And I ?Ido not listen 
‘enough to God. ldo not depend enough on the Holy 
Ghost. I will make longer and more frequent visits to 
the Blessed Sacrament to receive God's orders. I offer 
all my mortifications and prayers to prevent the illu- 
sions of zeal. To undertake nothing important without 
having prayed, without awaitirg a sign from God. » 


February 1867. — « Il have strengthened my confid- 
ence in God, All fear, all distrust outrages Him: to 
take care of this. I get too down-hearted. God can ar- 
range everything : He is more concerned with souls 
than I am. To be afflicted but not to worry. The Spirit 
of the good God leads to a loving submission in every- 
thing. Alwaysa little precipitate and not sufficient union 
with the Holy Ghost. To work more consecutively and 
more generously to enter into the devotion to the Holy 
Ghost, and to make others do the same. That is the short 
cut to perfection For me everything lies there. » 
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December 1868.— «1 havea vehement desire of 
fication. To strive especially to acquire humility 
count on myself no more than ou a nonentity. Notto lo 
upon sanctity in its entirety as inaccessible in the dis- 
tance but to stop ata month, a week, a day, the pre- 
sent action without more worry than is necessary ec 
cerning the past or the future. Sanctity is as necessa) 
as life: therefore God gives it to each one 
tc his state. If miracles are necessary, He will perfe 

them, it is not necessary to receive many lights but i 
is supremely important to profit by those we do rece’ 


May 1886. — « After having prayed well andr ‘ b= 
flected much, | have written the following lines which 
seem to me to resume a work I have to doanda ¢ design 
of God on me: - A. 

« 1, You attend too much to work; not enough to 
prayerand penance. | + a - 

« 2. You do more forthe sanctification of others than 
for your own: and in that order of ideas there is more 
attention to work than to the perfecting of the tool. — 

« 3. Al any price it is necessary to become a man of — 
union with God. This is more important in the work 
of moving soulsthan the multiplication of extert i 
means: books, conferences, advice. God performs — 
miracles of grace through those who know how to | 
pray to approach the Holy Table and to suffer... — 


» 


« 10. I have not sufficient spirit of continuity, Ts xt 
stancy, order, enlinking of things. To humiliate my=- — 
self, control myself and cause myself to be controlled, — ¥ 
No one needs it more than I. , 


« To concentrate my action upon my own sanctifica- 
tion. To do better for my neighbor by undertaking less. 
To let things ripen more; to call blessings from on 
high by prayer, humility, ond abnegation. » 


Monthly reviews did not suffice for Brother Exu- 
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- PERIEN, Undoubtedly, he consecrated as many as six 
hours to mental prayer; as far as possible, and espe- 
cially before 1871, he would find considerable time 
to spend with the director of his conscience, then Pére 
Caubert; he would multiply his retreats, and in 
solitude would seek what he longed so much to have 
— his truce with God. Having obtained permission 
he would leave Paris and go to Laon, Chartres, 
Amettes or Vals, and there alone with God would 


think only of his soul, would scrutinise its tenden- — 


cies and prepare it by prayer and holy macerations 
for work more impersonal and more fruitful. 


The Journal of Retreats of Brother Exurrrien, 
unfortunately not complete, demonstrates the pro- 
‘gressive transformations that took place in his soul. 
Little by little his extraordinary activity of zeal is 
moderated and there is developed a conviction of 
his powerlessness. Whole pages are one continued 
cry of humility. There we find the expressions of the 
most tender love for the Holy Ghost, the Holy Infan- 
cy, the Blessed Eucharist and the Most Blessed Vir- 
gin. Still more clearly appears abandonment to the 
adorable Will of God which now became the sove- 
reign rule, the repose and happiness of his life. 


Retreat of 1864. — « I wish to be a Soldier of Jesus 
Christ and not one of the National Guards. I want to 
earry the cross, to renounce myself, to hate myself. My 
God, establish Thy reign firmly in me and in a lasting 
manner that | may be able to make Thee reign in the 
souls that in spite of my wretchedness Thou confidest 
to me, » 


‘ 
» 
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« Entire detachment from myself; hence : 1st More 
absolute detachment from the things of earth, by a 


deep conviction of their nothingness. 2nd More com- 


plete detachment from every creature and total renuncia- 
tion of even the very slightest natural affection: Jesus 


crucified and Him alone, 3rd Offering of my whole — 


being to God, for every state of body or soul in which 
He may be pleased to put me; for anything He may 
wish to do with this body and this soul, according to 
His intentions, whatsoever they may be. » 


I have been less moved by the thought of an eternity 
of happiness than by the thought of love. | wish to 
serve God and devote myself entirely to Him, for Him- 
self, I wish to serve Him because it is’ my duty, be- 
cause gratitude obliges me thereto and because it is a 
debt of the heart, Everything else will be added to me, 


End of Retreat. — « The retreat of 4864 seems to be 
an improvement on that of 1863. The Holy Ghost works 
in souls according to a plan: He sketches, He outlines, 
He paints. What prodigy of God’s merey and wisdom 
in my regard ! Glory be to God! shame and confusion 
to myself who correspond so imperfectly with His 
designs. » 


« God has given me many lights during these days 
for my sanctification and for that of the novices, Not to 
fear the employment of this means (solitary retreats) ; 
no time is better employed. » 


Retreat of 1865. — « My favorite devotion must be 
abandonment to Providence, and conformity to the 
Will of God, Everything carries me in that direction. 
Often read P. Caussade. To enter and get others to 
enter into the doctrine of abandonment. To see God 


clear in all things is eminently the Doctrine of our 
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Founder. To pay more attention to reading the Holy 
Scripture. Often and urgently to ask the grace to re- 
_ member and above all to understand it better. » 


To make another retreat of three days towards Eas- 
ter. We must sweep those rooms oftener in which 
there is much traffic. » 


August 5. —« I had a strong inspiration to go to 
Saigon. I will not ask to go, but will be ready if 1 re- 
ceive the slightest hint. 

« If God does not wish me in Saigon I shall offer my 
resignation and its motive. It would do me much good 
to spend some time as an inferior. And if this course 
became general in the Institute what an advantage it 
would be! Of what precious graces would such abne- 
gation be the source ! If my resignation is not accepted 
L will be as dependent on superiors as Jesus was on His 
Blessed Mother. I have asked as urgently as possible 
the love of abjection, of dependence. I have made the 
Holy Communion to solicit this grace. » 


Retreat of 1866. — « Lord I resign myself to Thy 
adorable Will if Thou refusest me such interior conso- 
lations as Thou grantest superabundantly to some of 
Thy friends. But if special lights should help me bet- 
ter to know Thee and to train my Brothers, I ask these 
lights of Thee for myself and them. » 

« The horror of oneself is the triumph of humility. 
To do everything to gain it, This shall be the particular 
subject of my examen and my chief work until the next 
retreat. God alone grants such a favour; to ask it of 
Him unceasingly. Simplicity, simplicity. » 


« Promises of humility. — 1st To make at least thirty 
aéis of humility interior or exterior each half day. 
2nd To work to acquire distrust, contempt of myself, 
9 
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3rd To give God all the credit of good works, of success. 

4th. To fight carefully every thought of self- satisfae- 
tion. 

Sth To strive to receive humiliations with joy; all 
praise with pain. 

6th To do nothing, to say nothing deliberately to 
avoid a humiliation, to attract praise. 

7th To offer frequently to God the voluntary acceptance 
of all the humiliations He may wish to send. 

8th To note all considerable faults in order to humil- 
iate myself and correct them more easily. If possible, to 
submit such note or at least the most painful part of it 
once a month. » 


Retreat at Mazas (May 14) : On my duties as forming 
master. — « Jesus is the model for all, but chiefly for 
Directors, in the course they should follow towards — 
those under them. Now Jesus practised before teaching 
and much longer than He spent in teaching. He hum-— 
bled Himself, annihilated Himself, for those He wished 
to form, to save (S. John xu, 24, 25, 32), » 


« The Director must profit greatly by what he speaks 
i. e. he must put in practice perfectly his own teach - 
ings. It is just that the laborer should be the first to 
profit by the fruits of his labors (II Tim, m, 6), espe- 
cially is this true of the apostolic laborer who the 
first must practise his own counsels and make them 
the very formation of his life. 

« All trainers of men must be able to say with Our 
Lord « / seek not my own glory ». In superiority, Jesus 
Christ saw not the right to enjoy honor, esteem, well- 
being, the comforts of life, independence, omnipotence, 
but rather a charge, an immolation. Meditate on his 
counsels to the Apostles (S. Matt. x and xx, 25, 28). He 
laid down His life for His sheep. (S, John, xi, 42, $8). 
He did not exploit them, 





_ « ADirector owes his Brothers direction, instruction, 
_ affection and paternal care. Be a father. a friend, a 
_ guide, an apostle and then do as you wish: Meditate 

_ the admirable epistles of St Paul to Timothy and to 
Titus ; look less to such and such a counsel and par- 

_ ticular detail than to the general spirit which has to 
_ beaecquired and applied to divers situations. A Director 

_ must not govern, instruct, form according to his humor, 
but in accordance with his Institute. Then let him have 


_ this spirit and inspire it. There is no benediction on a_ 
Director but in proportion as he renounces himself, 


effaces himself to have the Founder, the Superiors gov- 


ern through him. In crowds of civil functions the 


officer must efface himself before the regulations; this 
is particularly a duty in the order of faith. It is not 
enough that what one does in a Society be good ; it 
must also be in conformity to rule, to the general 
‘Spirit. This is humanly speaking necessary to assure 
unity ; spiritually speaking, it is necessary in order to 
attract the blessing of God. » 


Having become an Assistant, Brother Exurerien 
was more than ever troubled by the need to multi- 
ply his private retreats, but his occupations did not 
leave him as much leisure to do so as he would 
wish. Whenever he could, he added another retreat 
to that made with the Regime; for as he made a 
conference each day during the latter since 1884, 
should he not reserve for himself a few days of ab- 
solute solitude ? He said : « The more a person has 
charge of souls the more necessary is it that his spiri- 
tual nourishment be substantial and abundant. » 
« I must wind up the clock whose weights are al- 
ways very low. » 

He made these retreats for many years at Vals in 
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the house where Péres de Ravignan, Ramiére and 
Lyonnard had lived. He made here the Spiritual 
Exercises under the direction of a Jesuit, but he 
imbibed above all the spirit of our Founder, for, 
said Pére Fouillot to him once at Laon: « You 
should treat yourself with the simples of your own 
garden. » 

In 1882 and the following year he made a retreat 
with the Marists of Amettes. The Superior, M.l’abbé 
Bourgeat, wrote us on March 6, 1905, as follows: 


« Brother Exurenien impressed me as a saint, and 
after twenty three years his memory.is still fresh in 


my mind. How welll recall his collected, mortified 


manner of making the Stations of the Cross on the 
stone floor without any support! At each station he bent 
to the ground and kissed the stones as a sign of com- 


punction and asa mark of sympathy with Jesus suffer- 


ing. — Many persons were influenced by his humble 
and penitent manner and made the stations after him.» 


Two retreats of Brother Exupenten have a special 
characteristic; that of 1879 and of 1894. They 
might be called Lucharistic. He meditated on 
the four ends of the Holy Sacrifice; on the Real 
Presence in our Chapels; on the apostolate of repa- 
ration to the Most Holy Eucharist, and on what he 
called his Eucharistic projects. Here are a few of 
the Notes of the retreats : 


Retreat of Paray-le-Monial, April 1879. — « We are 
all-powerful when we confide in God », said Fr. dela 
Colombiére. Jesus Christ is in the Holy Eucharist to 


~* 


, 
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Pr isach us how to pray and to attach to our prsyerey an 
infinite value. 

« If it be necessary to suffer, it is also necessary to 
pray always, in union with Our Lord, in the same dis- 
positions and for the same intentions. The Lord’s 
Prayer expresses all His wishes, all his prayers : de- 
sire nothing more, ask only that and what relates 
thereto. | 

« Ask every day, through Our Lord the gift of Piety, 
‘the spirit of Prayer, which will render easy for me 
all that Jesus wishes of me. We pray little and poorly. 
Our prayers are distracted, looseand without persever- 
ance. We do not desire enough: This people honoreth me — 
with their lips but their heart (their desire) is far from me, 
I will offer the prayer of Jesus in the Tabernacle for 


_ my miseries and imperfections. | am more a man 


of activity than of prayer; I must become a man of 


prayer : this is the characteristic of the saints, of true 


apostles. Make requests through Jesus in the Taber- 
nacle ; enter practically into the dispositions expressed 
by the Pater Noster, Ask especially what relates to our 


~ eucharistic duties. To make reparation, amends through — 


Jesus in the tabernacle for so many men who do not | 
pray, or who pray badly. He is always in a position to 
save those who, through Him go to God, being always liv- 
ing to intercede in our favour. 1 do little good because 
l act more than I pray : Lord teach us how to pray! 


Retreat of 14894. — « What shall Ido in return for 
all Our Lord has given me in the Eucharist? I will 
first of all fulfil my Eucharistic duties with all the 
perfection of which | am capable; I will then strive to 
exercise a fruitful apostolate inside and out. It is a 
debt of gratitude, an inexhaustible source of benefits, 
for Our Lord will repay a hundred-fold all that we do 
to glorify Him and to establish His Eucharistic reign. » 
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Inside. — « To watch that all Eucharistic duties be 
well fulfilled in every degree. God will bless the Insti- 
tute in proportion as He will be honored therein in this 
august Sacrament. This being secured, everything will 
feel the benefit..., practical and warm devotion to the 
most Holy Eucharist being the most efficacious means 
to maintain regularity in communities and thus to pre- 
serve vocations. » 


Outside. — « The Brothers must strive to instruct the 
pupils in their duties towards the Holy Eucharist : 
assistance at Holy Mass, frequentation of the Sacra- 
ments. They must above all take all possible means to 
organise confessions and communions. They must 
come to a good understanding with the Clergy so as to 
smoothen practical difficulties. » 

« Lord, give to each and all of our Brothers the ge- 
nerosity necessary to fulfil Eucharistic duties, personal 
and professional. Nothing is more conformable to the 
desires of our Blessed Father and to the necessities of 
souls. » 


« One of the chief traits of souls devoted to the Holy 
Eucharist is a desire to please God in all things and to 
enter into the spirit of victim. The starting point, the 
essential condition thereto is silence, recollection and 
the sum total of those means proposed by our Founder 
to become interior. We must try to have for Our Lord 
the tenderness of some privileged souls that I have 
known. » 

« How exquisite is the perfume of such souls! love, 
poetry, devotedness does the love of Our Lord in the 
Holy Eucharist develop in them ! » 

« My God, complete thy work in me and mine; but 
what rebellious, repelling material my heart offers 
Thee! » 
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~ In this heart that according to Brother Exupenien 
offered only « rebellious and resisting material » 
the Holy Eucharist has made admirable virtues 

blossom forth. We know them already, but if we 
study the principal among them we will strengthen 
the desire to make progress therein ourselves. 


CHAPTER XII 


The spiritual life of Brother Exuperien : 
some of his virtues. 


The Holy Ghost brings to the soul in which He 
dwells, sanctifying grace, the Theological Virtues, 
the infused moral virtues and his Sevenfold gifts 
that perfect the intelligence and the will. While 
sanctifying grace puts us in a state to accomplish 
acts meritorious for Heaven, the Theological Virtues 

direct us toward our End which is God Himself. 
~ Natural moral virtues are inherent and are devel- 
oped by thesole light of reason and the energy of the 
will ; but they are incomparably surpassed by the 
infused moral virtues, which, like the Theological 
Virtues, are the result of Divine Action and grow 
by that action and our co-operation, What are most 
brilliant actions in the natural order compared with 
the beautiful efflorescence of supernatural virtues 
in the souls of the Saints? 

The biography and the abridged picture of his 
works have enabled us to admire the actions of grace 
in Brother Exurensen. And now a summary study 
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of his principal virtues will permit us to admire 
more intimately the beauty of his Soul. 

But how shall we choose among so many virtues 
those to examine closely?In him the moral virtues 
form so magnificent a cortege for the Theological, 
that the Bishop of Troyes could say: « Brother 
Exupenten had all the virtues. » Since we must li- 
m:t ourselves, we must choose only those which 
shone with special splendor and which constitute, 
so to speak, the great framework of his spiritual 
edifice. These are, besides the Theological virtues, 
his zeal, humility, his spirit of prayer and of sacri- 
fice. 


The vital strength of atree depends upon its roots, 
and in like manner the supernatural life of a soul 
depends upon the spirit of faith, « principle of sal- 
vation, foundation and root of justification » (Coun- 
cil of Trent). In Brother Exurenren faith was an 
unalterable adherence to the revealed truths :a pure 
faith attached firmly to the teachings of Rome and 
which never allowed itself to be seduced by any no- 
velty ;a calm faith that doubt seemed never to trou- 
ble ; an active faith that regulated all his thoughts, 
judgments and deeds. 

During certain heated discussions relative to the 
Holy Scripture or to Apologetics he contented him- 
self with saying : « Let us believe simply what the 
Church teaches ; Leave to Savants the debates for 
which we are not responsible, and occupy ourselves 
only in putting our lives into complete harmony 
with our faith. » This does not mean that Brother 
EXuPeRiEN was nota great lover and reader of books 
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treating of religious questions; but he generally 
passed over those that could not be useful to him 
and which would only give intellectual gratifica- 
tion. « Our time is too precious to spend any of it 
at the cost of our duties », he used to say. 

It was from this lively faith and from the lights 
he received in mental prayer that sprang his respect 
and veneration for all the mysteries. He was parti- 
cularly attracted to the mystery of the Blessed Trin-_ 
ity and to those in which our Divine Lord is con- 
cerned. It was a veneration in which the heart and 
soul of Brother Exurerien took part and put into 
practice his love and respect, for his spirit of faith 
was not merely speculative but a principle of action, 


How often did he recall the necessity, the nature 
and the effects of the spirit of faith! And how his 
own conduct was directed by the spirit of faith even 
to its smallest details ! To see God inall events whe- 
ther personal or otherwise ; to judge of menonly by 
the light that came from God ; to act only in view 
of pleasing God and to suffer with a filial abandon- 
ment to His will ; such was the constant preoccu- 
pation of this man of God. 

In his little cell, in the Chapel, in the streets, every- 
where he knew that he was under the eye of God, 
and he kept himself united to Him by love, respect 
and sacrifice. « Did Brother Exuperren ever lose 
sight of the presence of God? » was a question 
asked by many Brothers. We do not know : but he 
was continually recollected and almost in constant 
prayer. From this habit came his continual calm- 
néss and the practice of consulting God in every- 
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thing and of turning towards Him as thou; 
instinct. He lived truly, all in God midst an 
sant activity. aa 
He adored the hand of God in the most ady 
circumstances that occurred. During the sad events 
that overthrew the religious Orders in France he was 
pained tosee that too many Brothers neglected t 
view God’s permission in these dolorous occur- 
rences and seemed to regard only secondary causes 
thereof. Itis the Lord who has made all things, h 
would often repeat to the Brothers who complaine 
of the acts of injustice perpetrated against religious 
and he would add : « Instead of lamenting, rather 
say with the psalmist: I have remained silent, O 
Lord, because it is Thou who hast done it. Jee 
The principles of faith had so deeply taken root 
in the soul of Brother Exurrrien that he judged of 
all things by it. He esteemed a man according to 
the intensity of his Christian Spirit: a book accord=— 
ing to its orthodoxy and the spiritual good it was : 
calculated to produce ; an employment according to 
the will of God who confided it to us or took it away 
from us. Fatigues, sufferings, injuries, prison, all 
were dear to him in proportion as they were beati- — ; 
fied by the Gospel. The maxims of the Gospel were | 
indeed, the great rule of his conduct and he strongly 
recommended them to the Brothers. He wrote: “a 


« The rule of virtue is notin our personal ideas nor 
in general opinion but in the evangelical maxims. The 
Elect must be conformed tothe likeness of Christ and not 
to the fashion of the world. Jesus Christ is the Law- 
Giver who has come to perfect the precepts that all have 
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forgotten, He is the Divine Physician who has come to 
heal the sick — the Gospel maxims are the medicines 
that he prescribes, » 

« Letus be men of the Gospel in our words and 
acts. For such only is the yoke of the Lord sweet, his 
burden light. Is not God as much hurt by our practi- 
cal incredulity in regard to the Gospel maxims as He 
is by the declared opposition of his enemies? « For 
religious to think and to speak and to act as people of 
the world would be abomination in Holy places. It is 
the duty of faithful souls to work energetically against 
the spirit of naturalism that is beginning to permeate 
all classes. » 


The spirit of faith which made Brother Exupenren 
rejoice in sufferings also led him to congratulate the 
Brothers who suffered tribulations. To one of these 
he wrote : 


« Lam glad to know that you have trials ofall sorts. 
May God be blessed. Milk to infants; but the food of 
trials to those he wishes to render strong. May He who 
is the spiritual unction of our souls make us relish 
the joy of suffering for Jesus Christ. Let us hope for 
this great grace and pray for it. The Lord prayed for us 
before his death and whatdid He demand for us? Was 
itnot true holiness the grace tocomprehendand relish 
the Gospel truths ? Shall we notalso be heard when we 
pray for what He Himself asked and merited for us? » 


Brother Exurenten was inspired with such sen- 
timents by his spiritual readings and his assiduous 
meditations on the Scriptures. When he was Director 
of Novices he read a few pages every day with 
pen in hand. While in the prison at Mazas he spent 
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four hours a day at the Gospel & the Epistles o 
St. Paul. He often recommended the Broth np to 
fulfil their duties in this matter according 0 the 

spirit of the Holy Rules. He wrote: — 


ee had 











_ « You have the duty of sadicly in the Holy Scrip 
every day : appreciate this advantage and put yours F 
in the disposition to profit by it. Try to be deeply pe 
trated by the evangelical maxims; let them be 
light that directs your way and the sored manana tl 
feeds your soul. You should know by heart the . 
on the Mount, and the Discourse after the Last Suppe 
which is explained at the Retreats, Study to reg 
your entire life according to these teachings of the | D 
vine Master. » 
















« The explanations of the Holy Gospel furn 
Brother Exurenten with some of his best teaching 
in the Conferences he gave during retreats. Her 
are a few notes taken while he was giving a co 
n rence on the text « My food is to do the will of n 
- Father. » (St. John rv, 34.) “et 
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« My food, declared Jesus Christ, is the accomplist 3 
ment of the will of my Father: it is as though he said 
y that this divine will alone sustained His soul. The 
vine will, asexpressed by the rule and by holy obedience 
‘ought also to be the nourishment of the soul of a relig- 
ious. Alas, how many mendicants go begging at every — 
door except that of their heavenly Father! » 4 
« A few compliments are begged from those who can c 
flatter self-love. What worthless food! Praises do not 
satisfy those who receive them; they are rarely sincere 
on the part of those who give them; and by them we — 





BRO. EXUPERIEN i 213 


lose our merits. Their emptiness is kaownand they are 
relished all the same. » > 

« A few crumbs are sought from the curiosity of 
useless reading, from journeys not justified by sufficient 
cause, What meritorious sacrifices could be amassed 
if one knew how to deprive oneself of these childish en- 
joyments ! (He spoke at much length on the duty of 
curbing the desire to hear everything, to know every- 
thing). ; 

« What joy if we sought for the accomplishment of 
God's holy will in everything ! Whata plenitude of 
content ! Self-will is the torment of those who follow 
it ; the divine will is the felicity of those who abandon 
themselves to it, » 


Brother Exurenien relished the liturgic prayers 
next to the Holy Scriptures. He knew by heart a 
great number of Collects and Post-communions ; he 
quoted and commented thereon during his confer- 
ences to the Novices and the Scholastics, drawing 
therefrom admirable lessons. He was pleased with 
such prayers, because they were the prayers of the 
Church « More full, more savoury, more substantial 
than all other formulas. » His Notes show that it was 
such prayers that he employed in recommending to 
God his own needs and those for whom he prayed. 


Animated by the spirit of the Gospel and of the 
Church, he was an inexorable adversary of the spirit 
of the world which is in direct opposition to Christ. 
He was ever mindful of the dying recommenda- 
tion of Brother Philip who said to him in 1874: 
« Fight the spirit of the world, it is the great enemy, 
Naturalism seeks to glide into religious communi- 
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ties to-day; if it were able to succeed it wouldbeil 
ruin. » pore Exurerien took this as a word ¢ 






all its forms. His device was: « Do nothing thro gh 
a natural motive », and the supernatural was 
Peleriibat in which he always moved. He warned tl 

Brothers to guard against everything that mig 
favor naturalism : 

















« With natural ideas it is possible to avoid grave 
faults, but one will be neither a happy man, nor ¢ 
saint nor an apostle. What a loss! The world is nag 
in opposition to the spirit of Our Lord. It lives, 80 to 
speak, at the antipodes of His humility, His obedience, 
__ His poverty, His abnegation. Precautions must be take 

_ against this contagion analogous to what are 

against the cholera, » 












Such vigorous expressions show clearly how — 
strong was the faith of Brother Exupernten. His hope 
was as strong in its two chief manifestations viz: 
confidence in God and total abandonment to the Dix © 
vine Will. 


His confidence in God was absolute. He founded _ 
this confidence on the power and goodness of our 4 

: Heavenly Father and on the merits of Jesus Christ 

| who makes intercession for us. He offered to God 

- many times a day the Adorable Blood of the Divine 
Victim immolated unceasingly upon the Altar of 
the world and begged thereby the graces necessary 
for himself and for all his Brothers. No matter how 
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hopeless the cause he would turn towards God 
without hesitation or trouble, determined in advance 


to submit to what the Sovereign Will should ordain. 


It has been said with reason that Brother Exupr- 
RIEN was an optimist. But this was not the result of 
any tendency to generous illusions, for he was rather 
inclined to see things as they were in themselves ; 
it was rather the result of an immense confidence in 
God and of his great charity for his neighbor as well 
as his experience that God’s work proceeds in the 
face of the most determined opposition. From 1873 
to 1905 he had seen whirlwinds of trouble multiply 
alarmingly : administrative bother, secularisation, 
military service, threats, vexations, closing of 
Schools : nothing was spared. If, therefore, he had 
waited for peace to undertake the works we have re- 
ferred to, he would be waiting still. But he had the 
gift to make good use of every glimmer of liberty. 
He believed in the good will of men whom he knew 


to be better than their environment, and he under- 


took to procure some amelioration that would 
permit a continuance of the good works in which 
he was engaged. 

It was admirable to see how little disconcerted he 
was when he failed in his undertakings and when he 
was an objectof recriminations. While lassitude and 
discouragements weighed heavily upon manyacour- 
ageous soul, he pursued his works in spite of the most 
obstinate succession of contrary and unfavorable 
events. Even to the last he refused to believe that 
oppressive measures would prevail against the 
Christian sense of the French nation, tormented but 
not destroyed. “And against the most persistent hos- 


an 
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tility of enemies he still hoped in the still more 
persevering persistence of faithful Catholics and 
particularly in the help which God always gives to 
those who put their trust in Him. 

All who knew Brother Exuperien recognized this 
trait in his character and many were astonished at 
it. But have not men of action a sort of necessity to 
bekieve in the relative stability of social institutions? 
Does not such a faith encourage them to greater 
activity ? 

Brother Exueenren recommends courage, confid- 
ence, and even joy in the midst of adversities. 


, « What most wounds the Divine Bounty is our want 
of gonfidence, We must have an ineradicable confidence 
in God and be discouraged never, never ! 

« We must not be melancholy: we haye so many mo- 
tives to rejoice without ceasing! We live under the same 
roof with Our Lord ; we can be united with Him con- 
stantly: We work and suffer forHim: therefore be joyful 
and confident. 

« Our great defect in our relations with God is tosee 
Him awry, to be afraid of Him. However He wishes 
only our good. » 


Indeed, God wishes us only good, and this is why 
Brother Exurernien abandoned himself entirely to 
His adorable will. 

It would seem as though the pivot of the spiritual 
life of Brother Exurerten was an entire abandon- 
ment, active and loving to the will of God.— Entire, 
for it excluded nothing ; loving, because he knew 
that no one is so much a father as is God; active, 


because it was united to an intense desire to procure 
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the divine glory. The more he advanced in the spiri- 
tual life the more he made all things approach to the 
one thing necessary : « To please God in accom-. 
plishing all that he wished us to do. » 

He wrote in 1868 : 


« Formerly I formed projects and I asked God for 
their realization with great earnestness ; to-day I know 
only to abandon myself to His will in all that I would 
desire, » 


In 1870 he wrote : 


« I have just written to the Superior General to submit 
to him a project that seems to me capable of doing 
great good. Formerly I would have been very desirous 
to have it accomplished; to-day while doing all I can to 
assure its success, I leave it entirely in God's keeping. 
This is the way to be tranquil, to avoid illusions and 
to draw down the benedictions of heaven. To be too 
pushing, even in a good cause, has dangers: resigna- 
tion to Providence is always worth more. It is not act- 
ivity or skill that God blesses, but rather dependence 
and diffidence in oneself, » 


« The capital point isto let God act without hampering 
Him by impetuous desires, In order to encourage me, 
no doubt, He has brought this truth very much home 
to me. I see,I feel that He can do more than we cancom- 
prehend or desire, as the Apostle says. » 


Abandonment to the will of God costs little when 
everything goes as we want it; how meritorious it 
is When we have mishaps that ruin our projects, 
trials that wring the heart, and spiritual desolation 
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that torments the soul. Of these last, Pére Caubert 
speaks to Brother ExupeRtEn who suffered so much , 
from them between 4866 and 1872: « It is indis- 
pensable for one to keep calm in interior trials. Itis 
not necessary to see things then in their true colors, 
but to act ‘with simplicity, uprightness and aban-— 
donment; to detach ourselves from our plans, our 
projects, no matter how holy they may be, and to 
wish only, for ourselves and others, that which God 
wishes. » 

This doctrine of perfect resignation was the favor- 
ite doctrine of Brother Exuperien and he often re- 
called it to those whom he knew capable of it. He 
wrote to certain Brothers : 


« By meditation you must strengthen in yourself the — 
most absolute abandonment to the guidance of Provid- 
ence. Do not complain of anything. Enter fully into the — 
tenderness of a loving dependence, so glorious to God ~ 
and so full of sweet consolations for those who prac- 
tise it. » 


« All things work together unto good for those who love 
God. » We advance our spiritual affairs more by our 
failures than by our success. Our own humiliation and — 
absolute abandonment into the hands of God, these con- 
stitute solid virtue. But how easy is the theory; how 
feeble we are in practice! » 


« You wish to know what is going to be done with 
you ? even though I knew I would not tell you, to give 
you an occasion, for a few days, to make an entire sub- 
mission of your interests into the hands of God. » 


« The difference between saints and common men is, 
that men act by themselves following their own ideas, 
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while the saints are only instruments in the hands of 
God to whom they abandon themselves. » 


«In drawing, a ruler is used to draw straight lines ; 
in the moral life the rule is the Divine Will, and our 
personal activity must follow it in order to gostraight 
to duty and happiness. » i 


« What do you risk in throwing yourself bodily into 
the arms, on the heart of God? He is so good and we 
should love Him so much ! » 


The love of God is the great motive power that 
Brother Exurerren would have in all his Brothers. 
Fear is necessary, butitis by love that we must 
pray, receive Holy Communion, repent and repair 
our faults and devote ourselves to souls for the glory 
of God, Divine love was so strong in Brother Exu- 
PERIEN and it so possessed and guided him that we 
can apply to him the words spoken of King David : 
He has praised the Lord with all his heart; he has 
loved the God that made Him. 

Brother Assistant loved God with all his heart: 
with a love of complacency for his infinite amiabi- 
lity ; witha love of gratitude for his continual bene- 
fits; with a love of condolence for the outrages 
inflicted on the Divine Majesty ; and with an incred- 
ible zeal he labored to extend God’s glory. 

Brother Exurerten’s union with God was close and 
constant; and even in the midst of overwhelming 
trials his thoughts were of God. With him, every 
conversation led to the Holy Name of God ; every 
enterprise was for the glory of God; all his letters 


spoke of God; all his projects had God alone in 
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view. But this union was less of the tranquil nature 
of contemplative souls than of courageous activity 
of zeal in his various labors. In this respect the dif- 
ference was therefore great between Brother Assis- 
tant and, for example, Brother Berain-Denis or Bro- 
ther Arnould. However, he united the part of Martha 
with that of Mary. He wrote of this to a Brother who 
desired to be united familiarly with God in the midst 
of distracting occupations : 


« In our present agitated situation, in the midst of so 
many currents that sweep us along, it is very difficult 
for us to arrive at this life of union. It is however pos- 
sible and we should aim at it; but the, finger of God 
alone can accomplish such a marvel. Let us watch 
over ourselyes; let us humiliate ourselves for our faults 
and for the obstacles they place in the way of our per- 
fect union with God; but above all let us pray, let us 
desire, let us seek. All is found in this seeking after» 
God, in this sincere and pure desire to unite oneself 
to God and to lean upon Him, When shall we say in 
spirit and in truth witb the prophet : / will arise (above 
nature) and I will seek Him whom my whole soul loveth ; 
my eyes are aways turned towards Thee, God will take 
possession of all our faculties when our desire to unite 
ourselves to Him is pure and generous, 

« What a petty thing are our personal efforts to ar 
rive at this result! When we shall have done all that 
we can, let us consider ourselves as useless seryants ; 
but abandonment and confidence in Him who can do 
all things. Our own efforts to recollect ourselves, to 
pray, are the bread, the wine, the water necessary to 
the Sacraments, but far from being sufficient. » 


It would be superfluous to show that in Brother 





_ Exoperien, zeal for God’s glory was the ordinary 
_ form which his love for God assumed. It was evi- 

_ dent all through his life. It will suffice to reproduce 
a fragment from his Notes where are found expres- 
sions of his ardent dispositions : 


« Knights of God we should aspire only to defend his 
rights and to extend his empire. What are we doing 
in Religion if we are not doing that ? Poor human- 
ity! What ignorance, what forgetfulness, what weak- 
ness, what inconsistency ! Lord have pity on us ! 
Grant us the grace to understand our mission and to 


fulfil it after the example of our holy Founder who 


‘sought oniy to have God reign in him, and in his Bro- 
thers in order to lead the Children to Him. It would 
require tears of blood to expiate the superficial spirit 
_ of religious and of teachers who do not give themselves 

wholly to God and who do not try to gain all to God. 

« These fundamental dispositions are not taught by 
words; they are the fruit of grace. Lord free us, by 
the truth, and cure our stock of concupiscence, source 
of all our faults and of all our woes. » : 


One of the most delicate manifestations of holy 
love is gratitude; but how weak and how rare this 
is in some souls! Brother Exurerien deplored this 
and blushed at « such a shameful tendency in our 
miserable nature. » 

At each of the retreats at which he presided he 
insisted on the duty of gratitude : « We ask and 
supplicate and grow impatient when we do not 
receive at once what we ask: But when the gift is 
granted, we think no more of the benefactor. What 

a pity! Have we then no heart ? What a lack of intel- 
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 ligence of our true interests such conduct sh 
_ If gratitude is the key that unlocks the treasures of 
Heaven, in gratitude almost forces God to be— less 
liberal towards us. » ee 
In his spiritual life Brother Exurrerien gives @ 
large place to gratitade. Often he offered to God — 
all the merits of Jesus Christ in thanks-giving for 


ali the graces accorded to the Institute, He ‘often: 
received Holy Communion for the same intention. 
_ At the end of the Retreats he had the habit of pres- 
eribing a novena, and sometimes forty days 
prayer, recollection and penance to thank God for 


all the graces given to the Brothers; he always 
practised in these Noyenas what he prescribed for 
others, et 

Trials come to us from the same hand as benefits : 
the former must not therefore make us forget the 
latter. Hence when the events of 1904 came to sadde n 
hearts, Brother Exurenien recalled the duty of thank- 
ing God for the benefits of the past hundred years : 
« During a century God has allowed us to work | or 
.. Him : Is not that a great deal? The future, no mat-— 
. ter what it may bring, cannot diminish our debt — 
ea for the past. » Of a Brother who visited him in his ; 
- last illness Brother Assistant begged help to thank ' 
tL Our Lord for all the graces he had received during 
his life. In a word we see in all his conduct his 


great tenderness in regard to this duty of gratitude 
to God. . 

























- 












It is God whom we love when we are charitable 
toward our neighbors : therefore Brother Exuperten 
who was so inflamed with the love of God was al- 
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ways good, patient, kind and compassionate with 
others. 

However he was always on his guard against ma- 
nifesting too great effusion with anyone. His good- 
ness was not demonstrative, but it was sincere, 
broad and supernatural. He knew how to grant a 
favor without loading it with conditions. His par- 
dons were always complete and no one ever felt any 
coolness remaining. « God has pardoned me a 
hundred, a thousand times and has forgotten my 
faults ; and shall I not forget the little wrongs 
that others may have done me? » 

His condescension seemed at times to be excessive, 
especially in his later years. But this was the excess 
of the Saints who participate more in the infinite 
longanimity of God as they become more and more 
free from fault themselves. 

One day a Brother said to Brother Exuperten 
« How comes it that you who are so rigid in your 
teachings have given such authorizations ? » He an- 
swered ; « If the communities counted as many men 
dead to themselves as they have members, then they 
could all be conducted solely by the love of the 
Cross. Until God works such a miracle I mustcontent 
myself with motives less perfect, provided that the 
Rule is not violated and that souls are attracted to 
OurLord ». So that often a kindness which seemed 
ill-placed or excessive was in reality only a means lo 
avoid closing the avenues to souls and a desire to 
gain them to Our Lord by amiability and condes- 
cension. 


The Apostle writes « Charity is mild and makes 
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no exception of persons ». If Brother Exupenien 
ever had any preference at all it was for those who 
gave him trouble. In his Notes he writes: « The 
first title to my favors must be to have caused me 
annoyance ». The great variety of works in which 

he was engaged, the ardor of his zeal, and certain 
administrative procedures, and the severity of his 
doctrine now and then raised opposition against 
him® And then too, he could not expect to encounter 

on all occasions only men of benevolent intentions! 

No matter who his adversaries might be he never 
manifested either spite or impatience. He was very _ 
quick-tempered, but he had such complete control 
over his natural dispositions that many took him to 
be very mild and easy by nature while in reality he 
had to wage many and long combats to arrive at 
such a state. 

« Brother Exurerren » somebody writes « was a 
man to whom you might say anything without ever 
being able to disconcert him. He calmly listened to 
the most indiscreet requests, complaints, recrimina- 
tions, discouragements, even reproaches, with an 
imperturbable kindness. » 

A violent and unjust letter written on the impulse 
of the moment by a person, irritated without just 
cause, was sent to him. He returned it to the writer 
with these simple words: « I have read. I have for- 
gotten all. » 

« One day» says a Brother «I felt that | ought 
to oppose, by respectful and firm observations, a 
project of Brother Assistant. He seemed at first 
to be displeased. Ten minutes after, | had to go 
to him for a permission : he received me with 
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such smiling kindness that I was astonished. » 

« I shall reproach myself all my life » said a 
Brother « for being impatient with Brother Exupr- 
RIEN in regard to an administrative decision. In my 
feelings of impatience I forgot the respect due to his 
age, his position, and his virtues. I spoke very ve- 
hemently : he listened to me without a single inter- 
ruption. When I had finished I looked at him. His 
hands were joined and resting on his desk, his eyes 
were cast down: he was praying. He bid me good- 
bye with a kindness that completely humbled me. I 
had offended a saint ». 


We have said that the goodness and kindness of 
Brother Exuperien was militant. One of his Secret- 
aries saw him on certain occasions violently strike 
his hand on the desk although his wrists were 
bound with bracelets of iron. At times he would 
strike his poor body girded though it was with iron 
circles that he wore both day and night. He said 
one day « | have a violent and impetuous nature ». 
We might well answer and say « Yes, but you have 
singularly subdued it ». 


The sweetness and sympathy of Brother Exuperien 
manifested itself especially for the sick. A Brother 
Director wrote : « In 1904, I was to undergo an ope- 
ration and | went to beg the blessing of Brother 
Assistant beforehand. After a short talk on the 
sufferings of our Divine Lord and submission to the 
Divine Will he blessed me with much tenderness. 
At once all my fears and anxieties disappeared and I 
was as calm as ever in my life. I was obliged to 
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remain four months in the infirmary and during this 
period I had the pleasure of regular visits from 
this kind father. The mere sight of the holy man, 
his smiles and kindly talks tended to alleviate my 
tortures. How I longed for his visits. He would sit 
by my bedside take my hand in his, and talk with 
great unction of Jesus on the Cross, or of the hap- 
piness of the elect. One night I feared I was dying 
and I called him. He came in all haste even though 
the hour was very late. He blessed me and re- 
assured me, saying: « My child you will not die of 
that malady » and during the six days that I hove- 
red between life and death he continued to repeat: 
« You will not die of that malady. » The event 
showed that he was right. » 


Another Brother writes : « In these visits that 
Brother Assistant made to the sick he began by 
offering them the holy water and often he would 
make the sign of the Cross on their foreheads, He 
always recommended them to. be joyously resigned 
in their sufferings. The greatest pleasure we could 
give him was to answer his question: « How are 
you? by the words: « As the good God wishes. » 
He exhorted all in their sufferings to have apostolic 
intentions and especially to offer them for the 
welfare of the Institute and the safeguarding of yo- 
cations. Often he would say : « Make an offering of 
your life to God and then you will have the merit 
of the offering whether you die or not, » 

« Brother Assistant often came to see me when 
Iwas sick » writes a Brother « and volunteered to 


read for me in order to distract me from my suffer- 
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ings. » « One day he found in a community a poor 
Brother whose flesh a horrible malady was wast- 
ing away. Those present scarcely dared to let Bro- 
ther Assistant see him. But he approached the 
sick Brother, spoke with him affectionately and 
embraced him with great tenderness ». 

The Young Brothers in the infirmary came in for 
a great share of his delicate attentions. One of these 
writes: « In 1904, being himself in the same room 
where he suffered so long, he told one of the infir- 
marians to tell me to offer all my pains for the wel- 
fare of the Institute and that in return he would offer 
all his sufferings for me. He had great faith in the 
prayers of the sick and always requested them to 
pray for his intentions before the retreats. On such 
occasions he would say to them : « During the retreat 
there will be preaching, giving of conferences, but 
if you are fully resigned you will be the true 
preacher, and you will give the true conferences 
because you will obtain graces that will efficaciously 
transform hearts, » 

One day he said to a Young Brother: « Go and 
see Brother Alpert and learn how a Saint suffers. 
What a science that man has received from God : to 
know how to suffer with joy! The most beautiful 
things we read of in the lives of the Saints I find in 
his cell whether I go for edification. Go and recom- 
mend yourself to his prayers. Happy the Commu- 
nities that have such intercessors with God ! Brother 
Alpert is the lightning-rod of our house. » 


Brother Assistant did not like to see a Brother 
take excessive care of his health : « There are some 
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people who are always preoccupied with themsel- 
ves, as if they had made a vow of good health. These 
will never be apostles. They try innumerable reme- 
dies, often fanciful or injurious ; it would be much 
more sensible to make a bold breast of it and more 
christian to accept what God sends them. » 


One day he said to a sick Brother: « There are 
several kinds of sick persons ; the joyful, the re- 
signed, the rebellious, the imaginary. The joyful ones 
have found the pearl mentioned in the Gospel i. e, 
the happiness of the cross ; the resigned have peace 
but they do not yet know all the joys of suffering ; 
the rebellious are miserable because by their 
unhappy disposition they add to their sufferings ; 
the fanciful are much to be pitied because they are 
a burden to themselves and to everybody else. » 

Here are a few other words of counsel of Brother 
Exuperien to the sick Brothers : 


« You think that neither the doctor nor the infir- 
marian knows your malady ? How blessed it is to be 
or to believe oneself to be misunderstood and to suffer 
for God alone ! Take through obedience all the remedies 
prescribed. Abandon yourself to your infirmarian and 
if God wishes he will give efficacy tothe remedies you 
take even though they should have little in themsel- 
ves. 

We can do more for God’s work when sick than 
when in good health. But we work on the reverse side 


of the tapestry. God alone can see the results ». 
« Nothing is grander before God than joyful suffer- 
ing. Continue to abandon yourself to the views of Pro- 


vidence concerning you and try to lose nothing of the 
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merits you can acquire by patience, God always re- 
wards sacrifice by happiness, Nothing is more useful 


than impotence and suffering borne with patience to. 


honor Our Lord’s Passion. Ask Our Lord to multiply 
among us supernatural Directors and interior reli- 
gious. Pray, suffer for this intention. » 


Thus the sick were for Brother Exuprnien a super- 
natural force to be used for the good of the Insti- 
tute and the salvation of souls. By their very inabil- 
ity they become powerful instruments in God’s 
hands, 


Zeal seemed to be the entire life of Brother Exu- 
PERIEN to those who knew him only from without. 
It was but one of the forms of his supernatural actiy- 
ity but it was so to a very great and varied extent. 
How energetically he rebuked the calumny of those 
who condemned the religious life in saying that it 
lessened all individuality ! Because he was a reli- 
gious, he undertook tasks that no salary could com- 
mand ; because he was a religious. his work was 
done with a simplicity and humility that made even 
the most difficult tasks succeed with God’s blessing ; 
because he was a religious he attempted enterprises 
of herculean proportions, and he forgot himself 
completely so entirely disinterested was he. Was all 
this an annihilation of individuality ? » 

His zeal was humble. He never spoke of the works 
he undertook, the negotiations with which he was 
connected, nor the projects which his initiative 
brought to a happy issue. 

The Most Honorable Superior General said : 
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« Only on one or two occasions did I hear him ad-— 
mit that he had any share in the success of the works 
in which we know he had such an important part, — 
and even on these occasions it was by surprise that 
he spoke. : 
His disinterestedness was equalled by his humil- 
ity. He never sought for the gratitude of any one 
inf any form whatever. One day it was said to him: 
« Dear Brother Assistant you doa great deal for the 
young men in the different Associations : most of 
them do not know you and in consequence will be 
but little grateful to you. » He replied: « Is it then 
for the good wishes of men that we are to work? 
I spend myself for their souls as much asI can, but 
it is not to their name I make out the invoice. He 
who will honour it is a good debtor. » 


He rejoiced to know that good was accomplished 
no matter where or by whom. If any one spoke to 
him of « Competition » in Catholic works he would 
broad-mindedly say: « Do not say competition for 
theye is none between apostles, rather call it emula- 
tion. » His is the merit of applauding and helping 
new forms of apostleship, unknown to the men of 
his own generation. « It is necessary that methods 
of zeal be renewed. Principles, whichdo not chan- 
ge must be adapted to needs which do. Let us be 
men of the age or at least allow the younger memb- 
ers to be so. » 

The Zeal of Brother Exureraren was ardent and 
always in quest of new means to perfect works al- 
ready in operation. In his Notes he says: « Our 
professional duty is the love of souls: let us then do 
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good at any price. » He was always in the van where- 
ever the glory of God was concerned. No doubt, 
one might differ from him in opinion with reference 
to certain measures, but everyone had to admire the 
honesty of his intentions and the purity of his zeal. 
Me d’Hulst said: « Brother Exurerien is a man of 
exuberant zeal for good. He always has some good 
work to propose, some service to ask, but never for 
himself. Even though he asks for something that is 
very difficultto grant he always obtains it on account 
of the persistency with which he demands it. » 


Was such a constant activity always free from 
human motives ? When Brother Exurenten arrived 
at Paris in 1859 he was impelled by an irresistible 
desire for active work. He had voluntarily left Bé- 
ziers in order to do more good and it seemed to him 
at first that this good consisted ina multiplicity of 
undertakings. In this there was a natural impetuosity 
to be restrained, a tendency to independent initia- 
tive to be controlled by obedience, and a need for 
action that grace was going to moderate. This was 
a transformation of his interior life that was the 
constant object sought for by his various directors 
of conscience for many years. His own efforts in 
this same work of transformation are to be found 
recorded in his Notes. 


« Llama regular of the line, he writes; and hence 
must nottoo much play the guerilla. One must be 
master of oneself at work, and no matter how over 
burdened one may be, one must act so as to remain 


under God’s command, Well regulated zeal consists, 
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not in working much but in working only with an — 


interior spirit. The glory of God is procured chiefly by 


holiness of life, i. e. by a spirit of prayer, of humility, — 


of mortification and by abandonment to Providence, 
All these are very weak in me! » 

« How many illusions in my zeal! What blindness! 
_ The field of one’s personal sanctification is unlimited, 
one can always work there without risk. It is not the 
same for exterior works. Heart of Jesus, form me! 
Make my heart like unto Thine. » 


* — 
It was notin vain that he tried all through life 


to supernaturalize his actions. A priest who knew 
him very well writes : « I have seén what combats 
he had to wage against his natural ardor. Extre- 
mely clear-headed, with will bent on God, he made 
straight for action, and he wished to draw all with 
him in the same direction. Without ever depending 
upon his own ability he would at once seize upon 
all occasions to do good. Not a minute’s delay, for 
such he would consider a detriment to the welfare 
of souls. But he would often return to his first ideas, 
modify them, accept providential delays with per- 
fect patience. » And yetin all his activity he realized 
that it was more necessary to be a victim of humi- 
lity than to act and to initiate works of zeal. « Who- 
ever» says St. Gregory « would erect a high edifice 
of perfection must first dig a very deep foundation 
of humility. »' This is what Brother Exuperten 
worked at constantly, and it is a triumph of grace 
that a man who commanded others during forty-five 
years and exercised for thirty years an incompar- 
able influence has been able to carry humility to 
such a high degree. What did this religious think 
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of himself, whom others regarded asa saint ? We 
cannot here give all his own severe judgments of 
himself but here are a few. 


1879. — « Lama cheat to all those who know me; 
I hold out hopes that are never realized. It is still 
more so in regard to God. What a bankruptI am ! 
1 understand very well that others should be saints 
by their works; I even talk earnestly to them of 
this necessity and still | myself remain proud, fas- 
tidious, wretched. What an abyss of weakness and in- 
consistency! » 


1880. — « No one hasas many defectsasI have.lam 
a prodigy of presumption, of vanity, and of skill in 
seeking my own ease » (Here he names and develops 
his faults). » 

« Lam wanting in penetration, in clear sightedness 
and keenness. The trouble is in the shallowness of 
my sentiments, » 


1881. — « It is really a pity to see the little solidity 
of my dispositions, how little progress I make. Lord 
help me for the sake of your glory and the good of 
souls whose salvation I can help. » 


4882. — « I do not know how to be either recol- 
lected or attentive at my prayers, nor how to mortify 
myself with vigour, The wood being green will not 
burn; it will send forth smoke instead of flame. The 
evil is incurable. » 

« Of myself! cannot get out of this rickety spiritual 
state. Everything good, curative, capable of remedying 
the deep-seated evil that is gnawing me is very weak 
in me. Lord cure this Paralytic. To be called upon to 
drill others, to will it with obstinacy and to do so little 






_and what is graver of supernatural virtues! How 
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oneself is ridiculous, pitiable, inconsistent. Lord thi 

whom Thou lovest is sich, » 


ae 


1884. — « There is no , good i in me but a certain 
ity of intention and good will and even these dec 
me. How much need I have to watch myself, to humil 
iate myself, to take advice! How few things I am fit 
for, and specially how unfit I am to direct olhang as 


1894. — « [blush in Thy presence, Amiable Lord 
not that I lack science, but that being as onemere mit 
asl am, I have so little restraint and reserve in putti 
myself forward, and instead of learning from oth 
what Iam ignorant of, I attempt to teach them wh 

never learned. Cure my pride and my presumptic 
Lord, by Thy modesty and Thy humility. » 


1898, — « How many miseries I feel in myself! oss 

that I am an overrated man ! Godwishes to help me to 
diminish the layer of self-love that blinds me. Whi 
Jack of qualities both intellectual and adminis ti ve 


I been able so to delude myself? How have (ore b ee ; 
so deluded concerning me? » j 
ie 
The touch-stone of sabi humility is severi 0a; 
oneself joined to kind benevolence towards othe 
who warn us of our defects. Brother Exurenien bea 
charged one of his secretaries to perform this good 
office for him. This Brother wrote: « The only | 
faults that I could remark in him were a few acts — 
of negligence in the material order, and these a 
consequence of forgetfulness. It is said no man is 
a hero to his valet but I have lived with him for 
twenty two years and he has always appeared to me 
to be a saint. Each time that | warned him of a 
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slight fault he thanked me so sincerely and with 
such real grace that 1 was confused: and he tried 
so hard to correct himself that you could never find 
the same fault the second time. » : 
« His humility and prudence appeared in the 
counsels he gave to his Brothers. A priest who knew 
him wellin this matter during the retreats says : « I 
have often heard him disclaim the title of director 
of souls (and here he meant the souls of the Bro- 
thers). He would say : « We Brothers are the sheep- 
dogs whose sole task, as far as direction is concern- 
ed, is to bring the flock to the priest for direction. » 


« Brother Exurerien knew well the role which 
humility plays in the spiritual life and he recom- 
mended it constantly. Here are afew expressions of 
his sentiments in this regard : 


« We must have equilibrium, but how? The true 
fulerum is contempt of oneself. Outside of this can be 
only trouble, uncertainty, discouragement. We live 
ready to be taken in tow by every passing trifle ; we 
dwell in instability and uneasiness, » 

« The foundation, the stuff of every virtue is hu- 
mility. We shall be useful in proportion to our self- 
humiliation, To save France, the Institute, it is necessary 
to have men of self-humiliation, It is the nonentity that 
God seeks and makes fruitful. Verbum, caro: Whatan 
abyss between these two words! What are the finest 
teachings on humility compared to the force of this 
example? A feeble candle compared to the sun's splend- 
our. » 


« The measure of humility is also the measure of 
peace, of strength, of merit of power for apostolic ac- 
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tion in the soul. Humility of heart advances us further — 
in a month than all other practices in many years. It 
should cost us very little to be humble : the miseries 
of our heart give us such powerful moiives! » ‘ 
« Let us unceasingly ask the inward light that re- 
veals the depth of our native corruption. With St. Au- 
gustine let us repeat: Lord that I may know Thee and that 
1 may know myself ! Humility is the fruit of prayer, Im- — 
plore it, then. Make an act of faith in our wretchedness, 
and thus deserve to see the nakedness and poverty of — 
our soul. Humility is, so to speak, the sap of the soul; 
God gives it abundantly to all those through whom — 
He wishes to act. » 


The deeper the humility the more intense is the 
spirit of prayer. The soul then turns toward God to 
be enlightened, sustained and strengthened. 

Brother Exuperren had received the spirit of 
prayer in no ordinary degree. He prayed everywhere — 
and the most distracting occupations scarcely inter- 
rupted his interior communication with God. 

In his Notes he writes: « Let my cell be like a 
chapel. » And in reality it was a chapel in which he 
prayed without ceasing and offered to God painful 
sacrifices in union with Jesus Victim. Several Broth- 
ers say: « We entered Brother Assistant's room 
with a feeling of deep veneration, as into a sanctuary 
in which this holy man kept himself united to God 
by constant prayer. ¥ 

In going through the Mother-House he could be 
heard repeating familiar ejaculations, and placing 
his hand upon his heart in sign of devotion. The day 
was not sufficiently long for him, he consecrated 
many hours of the night to prayer while the commu- 
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nity was in repose. When anything of importance 
was on hand, he would often pass the entire night in 
prayer. Of this we have irrefutable proofs. In the 
last few years of his Itfe he regretted that, in grave 
circumstances, he was able to pass « only a few 
hours of the night » in prayer. What then was it 
formerly? 

What was the prayer of Brother Exuperten ? Much 
less a meditation in which the intelligence was 
brought into play, than affectionate contemplation 
of the examples of Jesus Christ, to inflame the heart 
and lift the will. 

It was specially a long act of humility and a col- 
oquy with Our Lord. In a word he proceeded by a 
very simple view of divine things, an intense prayer 
and a brave resolution to follow Jesus Christ by the 
practice of all kinds of self-denial. In this prayer he 
found eyery joy, all light and all strength. He could 
searcely understand howa religious could be other- 
wise than constantly united to Our Lord and working 
-always in the spirit of prayer. He said : 


« All the happiness of this world is to be found in 
mental prayer. » 


« lam more convinced than ever that what is lacking 
in apostolic men is practical, constant, all-animating 
and all-vivifying prayer. Prayer is the supplement 
of all we want. Itis our fool for the work of salvation. 
Every religious should make it his specialty ; he should 


excel in this art above all. » 


«Negligence in prayer, most frequently is the cause 
why we make little or no progress in the spiritual life, 





ing to our spirit of prayer; we must remind our old 
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and why we are wanting in strength to correct | ade 
or acquire a virtue. » « A religious who prays too lj 
is like a well-built, full-rigged vessel on a lake fi 
which the water escapes through a sluice witho 
compensation by an incoming stream, — row as_ 
will, or hoist the sails, the boat touches bottom 
does not advance. Oh, how the soul that does not pr: 
becomes inert! » 


« The history of the saints is incomprehensible wv it 
out their prayers ; and all defections are explained I y 
abandonment of prayer. To each weakening in pray ro 

ee 
is a corresponding weakening in Virtue. » a 

_« What we lack most is the spirit of prayer. We 
forget that the part of Mary is most important, that act 
ion is rendered fruitful only by prayer. Bs 

« Employments use up and destroy us because t ca 
is nota sufficient counterbalance of prayer. We mui t 
make the Brothers understand that we are effective, — 
not according to our talents and authority, bat accor d- 


men, the sick and servant Brothers of the power of 
their prayers. » ‘ a 


There is in the depth of our hearts a secret reserve. 0 
presumption of whose existence elect souls only have — 
any suspicion and which is the principle of nearly all 
our evils. One of the things we learn latest inthe spirit- — 
ual life is that we can do nothing of ourselves. See if you 
despair of your own efforts and expect all from God ; — 
if you pray more than you work; if you do your work ¢ 
in a spirit of prayer, by the guidance of God the moy-— 
ement of his spirit,and with a view to pleasing him, » 


Brother Assistant wrote to a young Brother : 


« Your state as a religious isa state and profession of 


Ss 
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prayer; perfect yourself in your trade. People of the 
world have a marvellous talent for perfecting them- 
selves in their state whatever it may be; they are 
always inventing, shortening the way of doing things, 
rendering it less troublesome less costly; they are 
always making things finer, more convenient: Are we 
alone, going to remain always unhandy in using the 
tools of our profession? Let us handle better and better 
our chief tool, mental prayer. You feel that you cannot 
be happy and do good without becoming a man of 
prayer, but you have not courage and constancy enough 
to make yourself regular, silent. modest, mortified. 
Therefore not taking the necessary means you do not 
obtain the result that you seem to desire. » 


« Listen to the words of Our Lord in the /mitation: 
« My son, you cannot enjoy a perfect liberty nor unite 
yourself to God if you do notentirely renounce yourself. 
Those who retain a spirit of ownership, who love them- 
selves, who are grasping, curious, impatient, lovers of 
their own ease in preference to Jesus Christ, are so many 
slaves. They often form projects which are never exec- 
uted, for whatever has not its origin in God comes to 
nothing. See there the explanation of the uselessness 
of your efforts and your desires. All is compromised 
because you do not watch over yourself and because 
you lack constancy in the work of self-renunciation. » 


« Take generous resolutions on this point, because 
as has been said with truth : « the religious who makes 
mental prayer is a saint or is on the sure road to 
become one; but he who does not pray will never 
accomplish anything worth while. » How happy you 
would be if you became at last a man of mental 
prayer! » 


Brother Exurenien spoke of mental prayer on all 
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oceasions and always as an artist speaks of a well- 
beloved art in which he is a past master : - 


« Mental prayer is the-vooaltant of life because one 
unites himself to God in proportion as he quits himself, 
Now one dies to himseif only by voluntary rou 
tions, trials properly borne, constant mortification, self- 
humiliations and destruction of the life of the senses.» 


« The first support of the Institute is, and always 
will be, mental prayer; not only aa interior support, — 
but a support of the exterior work, of the classes. No- — 
thing can harm us if we seek God; nothing can save ', 
us if we lack God, » 


« Let the ordinary subject of your mental prayer nile ? 
mystery from the life of Our Lord, unless you prefer 
some words of our holy Founder. » i! 


« Give yourself entirely to Our Lord in your neaieti 
prayer by a total abandonment of the will. That is of — 
more value than the highest considerations. » 


« The relish felt in mental prayer is a gift from God; 
but the most consoling mental prayer is not always the 
best, The essential thing is to do your best and never 
to be discouraged. » 


« Who can tell the curative, fortifying and transform- 
ing power of mental prayer? It is our spiritual phar- 
macy; each one there takes remedies according to the 
nature of his complaint. » 


«In times of drysess our will must mount guard and 
receive a command to banish all wilfal distractions, » 


« You are like ice before God? very well stay there 
like the sparrow, which in the cold of winter sets up its 





BRO. EXUPERIEN — 244 


back and chirps. God will hear you ; He will give you 
nourishment and even it may be that He will warm 
your heart, » 


« Aridities come from the intelligence, and dryness 
from the heart. No matter what your state, do not 
change the time of mental prayer into pious reading or 
to reciting the beads. Make mental prayer all the same 
and God will be satisfied, » 


« Would you like to know how you stand in regard 
to mental prayer? With what enthusiasm do you speak 
of spiritual things during the recreations? What joy 
do you feel in hearing to hear them spoken of? » 


« Immortified men taste the things of earth too much 
for their soul to mount easily towards God in prayer. 
The gift of mental prayer is the reward of humility and 
mortification, » ; 


We have already spoken of the profound humility 
of Brother Exuperiex. We have said some few 
things regarding his acts of mortification, but this 
virtue was too prominent not to speak more at 
length in regard to it. 


Like the Saints, Brother Exurerten had a great 
love for mortification, and like them he never could 
suffer enough: Like them he fell into pious excesses 
that frighten our pusillanimity. In union with 
Jesus suffering he offered himself as a holocaust to 
the Divine Majesty : his body by macerations ; his 
heart by the total renunciation of all natural affec- 
tion ; his activity by the repression of instinctive 
impulses ; his intelligence by a profound recol- 
lection ; his will by a constant subjection to the 
duty of each hour and by total resignation in all 
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_ points entered the flesh. The linen keepers habi 
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providential trials. He suffered to expiate, to r¢ 
to merit; he suffered to resemble Jesus ; fa 
operate in some sort in the work of Jesus who ¢ 
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for God whose authority is so much despised ; love 
for men whom he would aid to love God. 

What attracted him in the lives of the Saints, in 
that of our holy Founder and Brothers who have 
left a reputation for sanctity, was the spirit of pe 
ance. He would wish to practise even the m 
extraordinary of their acts of mortification ; he 
essayed even those that were the least compat ib! eC 
with his functions and relations; but he left off 
after some observations had been ‘ane to him a: 
to their inconsistency. 

He constantly wore a hair-cloth ; on his body, on 
his arms, on his wrists he wore iron chains whose 3 


tually found his linen stained with blood. At time 
he would suspend work at the desk and take in 7 — 
hands a little sharp pointed disk and press it h 
into his flesh. He never rested on the back of | 
chair and always remained on his knees in the coat 
pel. He would never allow a fire in his room except — 
upon formal orders from the Brother infirmarian a 
when sick in bed. Never to take the least noure 
ishment outside of meal time, and never to visit nt 
any places for curiosity either in Paris or when tra- 
velling were so ordinary to Brother Exurrnien that 
he could see no great merit therein, 

He paid no attention to what was served in the 
refectory except to reserve what he called « God's 
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portion », This was usually whatever pleased him 
most, whether fruit or meats which he would have 
carried either to the sick or to the porter for the 
poor. In the drawer at his place in the refectory 
he always had some bread so as to eat it only when 
hard ; he drank hardly any wine ; and often, by 
stealth, he would sprinkle bitter powders on his 
vegetables. ; 

The reading, alone, staakaicd him at table. Dur- 
ing a retreat he forgot himself and said aloud : 
« Oh! how beautiful, how true ». Often he would 
stop the reader and have him repeat a passage that 
was full of doctrine and then say in a low voice to 
Brother Visitor who sat at the table next to him 
« are we going to enter fully into that way? » His 
eyes would wander among the auditors to see 
if they were penetrated by what they heard. Often 
he was so absorbed in the reading that he forgot the 
time. At times he would lift his hand to signal for 
the termination of the meal, but the thoughts 
seemed so beautiful that he would keep his hand 
suspended in the air. This would continue for se- 
veral minutes, Those around him would-smile, 
but no one was ever impatient. 


Brother Exurerien observed rigidly all the fasts 
ofthe Church and of the Rule. That was his first 
acts of mortification at meals. One Friday evening 
he missed the train and went to the Community 
where Brother Alpert was director in order to take'a 
little collation. Here he was served with eggs, but 
he refused them. 

— This would be the first time I ever ate eggs at 








ee 


~ acollation, said he. I am grateful for your kind: 


night and you need this nourishment. 


regular visit butare a traveller. Do you not owe me 
a little obedience? Then do me the pleasure c a of 
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Brother Alpert, but I will not take them. 


— Brother Assistant you are going to ced Ry 


— You are tempting me, I do not need thems ‘at nd a 
will not touch them. Mg Pe 
* — Dear Brother Assistant you are not here on your 


seeing you eat these eggs. sna 
— Oh, very well if you invoke obedience I am 
vanquished. ee 


And so for once, charity triumphed over trait er 
Exupenien’s spirit of mortification. 


A Brother Provincial writes: « When the Broth 
Assistant received guests he was charming, abled te: 
speak on whatever subject was most familiar 0 
each. He did not attract attention to himself. He 
would take something from several dishes but s 
little from each that | his appetite was never fully re 
satisfied. When he had to take his repast after th ad 
community, one had to serve him quickly. He tae ~ 
ished in five or six minutes, and one might ask wha 
had he eaten. Never did he utter a word in regar 
to food; never could it be discovered what was tit 
his liking or not. » -\ Fees 

Truly he crucified his flesh with its concupiscences 
(Galat, v. 24) and « He used things of this world 
as though he used them not » (Titus un, 12; I Cor, 
vil, 31). He led this austere life for fifty years with — 
no mitigation save for a few short intervals spent 
in the infirmary, 
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His self-abnegation was more admirable still. 
When he pronounced the word « Abnegation » he 
seemed to take pleasure in it and to put his whole 


soul therein. And in truth, self-renunciation resu- 


mes his entire life. He immolated useless thoughts 
by the continual presence of God ; human views by 
motives of faith; fears, uneasiness by an entire resi- 
gnation to the will of God; the movements of his 
impetouus nature by a kindness and a charity con- 
stant and even. To fight against his natural imper- 
fections was his great preoccupation. He derived 
precious advantages from this combat : contempt 
for himself, bearing with his neighbor, indulgence 
in his judgments, the need of having recourse to 
God by constant prayer. « To vanquish oneself is to 
gain the greatest of battles » he would repeat. 
Those who lived with him during ten, twenty, 
thirty years, say that he arrived at that point in his 
battles against himself that they never noticed him 
follow a single inclination of unmortified nature 
or allowed himself any respite. One of his secre- 
taries writes: « I think I never saw him in twenty 
years act for the sake of personal satisfaction. We, 
his secretaries, were so habituated to seeing this 
perfect domination of the Supernatural in him that 
we paid no further attention to it. » 

During the thirty two years that he was Assistant 
of Paris no one ever saw him take a walk in the 
garden of the Mother House for relaxation. On 
Thursdays he remained in his room to_see the Bro- 
thers who had no other time free to come to him. It 
is hard to understand how he was able to accomplish 
all the work that he took upon himself or which 
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circumstances imposed upon him. He was import- 
uned, he had questions of all sorts submitted to 
him, he was so to speak, besieged, he was all to all. 

Ifany one complained, he would remain tranquil, 
« You know me well enough » said he to a Brother 
« to know that I never take offence. » 


iis position as Assistant for so long a period 
and during such painful days brought troubles and 
trials that caused many a sad hour of pain. He ae- 
cepted all cheerfully and renewed the offering each 
day. He never abated in his apostolic ardor or in 
his affectionate cordiality for the Brothers. He re- 
doubled his prayers and sacrifices when particularly 
painful events took place ; he threw himself entirely 
into the arms of God by acomplete and filial resign- 
ation. 


« The best trials » he wrote, « the most sanctifying 
and those most calculated to remove the rust of our 
imperfections are those that arise from our daily oceup- 
ation, our relations and our character. Let us lose 
none of them ; let us regard them as a supreme bless- 
ing. The more they crucify, the more they sanctify us. 
The essential is not to have great lights, to do good 
to such or such a soul, but to drink the chalice that 
our Father has prepared for us. » 


In him, exterior detachment from his relatives 
was complete. We say exterior for in his heart where 
the love of God reigned supreme, all legitimate af- 
fections existed, but submissive to grace. Except in 
1885 and 1887 he hardly ever saw his relatives since 
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he left Béziers, and on these occasions only because 
administrative duties brought him southwards. On 
one occasion, one of his brothers met Brother Jo- 
seph, then Superior General, in Marseilles, and asked 
him to use his authority and send Brother Exu- 
penieNn to those who longed so ardently to see him. 
The Superior did not wish to give a formal order, 
and he knew this to be the only means to have him 
go. He said « I was too long under Brother Exu- 
PERIEN to give him that order. » 


Brother Exupenien seemed inexhaustible when he 
spoke of abnegation, the spirit of sacrifice and of 
penance. We would almost become so, too, in re- 
calling the doctrine he taught on this matter. 


« The greatest grace God can give a man is to 
inspire him with the love, esteem and practice of 
suffering. » 


« The spirit of penance is as the very essence of 
Christianity. — There are many insurance companies 
now that insure against all sorts of risks; penance is 
the insurance against Hell. » 


« We must have a regime of penance as well as one 
of hygiene. Seek the measure of penance that will har- 
monize with your personal needs and functions and be 
faithful thereto. » 


« The devil’s great trick is to show that sacrifice is 
tedious. Whatever crucifies, sanctifies and beatifies ; 
but it is necessary to be vigorous in our penances if we 
would taste their sweetness. Our misfortune is that we’ 
are like children who bite the green and bitter shell 
of the nut without reaching the kernel, » 


s 
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« Only what displeases nature saves : sensuality ma- 
terializes the soul and mortification spiritualizes the 
body. » 


« The means of imitating Jesus is self-renunciation. 
Renunciation is the accomplishment of our vows and 
observance of the Rule; itis the same with the worries 
of the apostolate. This is all St. John Baptist De La 
Selle ; this is then our great duty, » 


« The spirit of Sacrifice is the spirit of Christianity, 
in so far that in order to symbolize the religion He 
founded, Our Lord chose the Cross and not the Holy 
Eucharist. » 


« The greatest favor Our Lord can .grant us is to 
make us drink of His Chalice. The more it is bitter 


and copious the more worthy is it of our grati- 
tude. » 


« Suffering is the surest way to conduct us to 
God and to unite us to Jesus Christ. The part of the 
intimate friends of Our Lord is to suffer much, to 
suffer with joy, to suffer without consolation either 
from God or men. » 


« The soul that suffering has not sufficiently enlight- 
ened and enfranchised allows itself, almost without 
perceiving it, continual egotistic returns on itself. » 


« Do we wish to know whether we are wise or fool- 
ish? In what does our heart find its repose and con- 


tentment? If we rejoice in the Cross, whata grace, 
what wisdom ! » 


« We need the Cross to prove to ourselves the exist- 
ence of love in our heart. A sure sign is that we ac- 
cept grief, make sacrifices and havea real desire to be 
immolated ! » 
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« The Cross is all that is most precious, and most 
accessible : the most precious, for our little sufferings 
united to those of Jesus Christ work for us above measure 
an eternal weight of glory; the most accessible, for all 
is a Cross in life for those who wish to be crucified to 
their duties. There is an art in taking the Cross, and 
there is an art in fleeing from the Cross : in which are 
we most expert ? » ; 


These virile and austere thoughts of Brother 
Exuperien express his interior and spiritual life 
perhaps the best of any that we have met with in 
his Notes. The love of the Cross, the spirit of pen- 
ance and the other virtues that he practised, had 
for their foundation and life the grand devotions 
recommended by the Church. He always tried to 
have the spirit of these devotions pass on into the 
practical part of his life. This we shall endeavour 
to show in the succeeding pages. 


CHAPTER XII 


The spiritual life of Brother Exuperien : 
some of his devotions. 


~ 


We shall choose the chief among the devotions of 
Brother Exurerien and show in what practices he 
manifested his devotion for the Holy Ghost for Our 
Lord in the mysteries of His Holy Infancy, for the 
Passion and the Holy Eucharist, for our Blessed 
Mother and our holy Founder. 

His devotion to the Holy Ghost was deep, enlight- 
ened and practical — according to his own expres- 
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_ so as to hear the voice of the Spirit of God ». He 
: ie _ voked his lights by frequent prayers ; he follo 


Boi", But he knew how his soul might fall into gr 
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His direction with docility and sought in all thi i 
to act only by His guidance. ' 






deception under guise of being directed by the | H 
Ghost, and so he considered those inspirations. i 
led to a more perfect fulfilment of the Rules, toa an 
entire submission to the Superiors, and to n 
acquisition of solid virtues, as most surely com 
from the Holy Ghost. He was always humble, 
cumspect, distrustful of self, and controlled. 
inspirations especially those that moved him t to 
_ works of zeal. ay | 
In his resolutions of January 1888 in pe so al 
preparation for the feast of the beatification of 
Founder he wrote. 













the Sonduct of the Ven. De La Salle in regard to t he 
Holy Ghost : it was one of the salient features on h is , 
perfection. 

« 2nd: I will strive to live in an atmosphere of faith, a 
of recollection and of separation from the world ; to be 
detached from exterior things, for they hamper the ace 
tion of the Holy Ghost. an 

« 3rd: I will avoid all hurry, precipitation exceeli ae 
multiplicity of occupations, human activity, and that 
ill regulated zeal that leads to do much rather than 
to do it well. 

« 4th: I will pay special attention to the prayers said 
in honor of the Holy Ghost and will multiply them Iwill 
say nothing, do nothing however tr ifling without hav-— 
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ing first recollected myself and asked God’s light. I 
will add to the customary prayers, and will make sa- 
crifices that I may deserve to receive the lights I so 
badly need. 

« Sth: Consult persons of holiness in matters of consi- 
derable importance. [ will submit to them my views, 
my inspirations and will beg their prayers and coun- 
sels. » 


If anyone asked Brother Exuprnten for the solu- 
tion of a question, he would recollect himself and 
ask the light of the Holy Ghost according to the 
advice of St. De La Salle. So that the Brothers were 
convinced that when he spoke to them it was God 
Himself who spoke, both because he spoke to them 
as Superior, and because he listened attentively to 
the voice of the Holy Ghost and strove to be merely 
His interpreter. 

He had a profound conviction that devotion to the 
Holy Ghost should be cultivated by all the Brothers 
and in a very particular manner by those who are 
in authority. 

« It is very important for us to deeply examine de- 
votion to the Holy Ghost. | have adopted the practice 
of asking for the seven gifts in each of my commun- 
ions. Sometimes I review the principal effects in de- 
tail during thanksgiving. I know of nothing more 
useful to ask than these, 

« Good depends not upon the action that we exer- 
cise upon others, but upon that of the Holy Ghost on 
us, Alas, I perform supernatural actions in a natural 
manner. I act more by temperament than by the guid- 
ance of the Holy Ghost, » 


Brother Exuperien considered this devotion as a 
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grand n means of progressing in the Sdariated 
made conferences on this subject each year 
preparation for the feast of Pentecost. It was 
one of these conferences that he wrote the follow 
letter : 









« My very dear Brother, 


_ «In this morning's conference I unveiled to you the 
depth of my heart, my strongest and most intimate 
__-victions. I do not raise myself to the practice of wh 
Thave taught; but I feel that there lies our duty, 
accomplishment of which will assure our happi 
even here below. Let us fling ourselves into the wa 
despise all things, to attach ourselves only to the true 
goods, which the Holy Ghost alone can oe us under- 
stand, relish, and win, » ‘ 
« This doctrine so clear but the practice of which 
is so difficult to our corrupt nature, becomes oo en 
we enter seriously into the devotion tothe Holy Ghost.» é 
« Strive tounderstand the necessity, the extent of L he 
seven gifts, and let your chief preoccupation. hencefo 
_ ward be to extend and to fortify the reign of the Holy | 
r. Ghost in your soul. » 
« To succeed: we must despise. creatures that amus 
and distract ; put our attachment in our exercises ¢ r 7% 
cut connection with thethousand and one little attach - 



























= ments which arrest or weaken the action of grace in 
a us. Do everything with the view of pleasing God, of — 
imitating our Blessed Father. The more generous we 
c are, the more truly happy we shall be, the more agree- _ 
’ able to our Divine Master and the more good we 


* 

shall do, +5 
« May the good God give us light andstrength toen- 

ter into this way and to walk therein with persevering, 

progressive courage. » 


May 20, 1899. « Brother Exurenen, » 
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He tried to have the Brothers put themselves in 
the disposition to allow the Holy Ghost full liberty 
in the direction of their souls, knowing that then 
alone will their Apostolate be fruitful. 


« Everything comes from the Holy Ghost: but He 
gives us His light and strength when we await them as 
an alms. He does great things for us only when He 


casts eyes on our nothingness, which we ourselves. 


recognize and love. » 

« Holiness of interior dispositions is the shortest way 
to arrive at divine light. In doing very well what we 
know, we merit to learn what we do not know, and to 
conform our conduct thereto, » 


« St. John says that the Unetion of God teaches us all 
things ; listen to this interior Guide who teaches in the 
silence and purity of the heart. Unhappily we have not 
an attentive ear: Exterior noise and interior distraction 
prevent us from receiving heavenly inspirations, As 
our holy Founder recommends us: Let us so act that 
our mind be so attentive as to receive the lights of the spirit 
of God and to form its conduct according to these lights 
with wisdom in all its operations, Our great misfortune 
is that we do not sufficiently place ourselves under the 
direction of the Holy Ghost. To hear and obey Him 
should be our study ; but we consult and listen to every- 
thing except that unique Master. 


The mark that a soul is led by the Spirit of God 
is thatit attaches itself firmly to the knowledge, love, 
imitation and union with Jesus Christ. These were 
the chief studies of Brother Exupenien ; this was his 
entire life. 

For him Jesus was the only « one to be desired », 


~ 






absolute suavity possessed his heart and soul 
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That absolute beauty, that absolute satis hie 


worked he had Jesus present in his mind, and 0 
he expressed his love by fervent ejaculations. If 
meditated it was usually on the mysteries of Je 
and his prayer was an affectionate colloquy y 
his only Friend. If he spoke to the Brothers or 
them a conference he generally turned towaré 
lave of Jesus Christ, and at such times he was ¥ 
earnest, persuasive and tender, and at tim 
countenance warmed and was lighted up as by 
reflection from an interior flame. Jesus Christ 

all in all to him. His works, his untiring zea 
humility, his detachment, all are explained by 
love of Jesus Christ with which he was inflaeee d ar 
with which he would like to inflame all hea 


He wrote: 


« Jesus Christ is alone great, alone beautiful, al 
amiable. In Him we have every good ; He is the ren 
for all our evils. What consolation it is to think o 
perfections, of His love, of His devotedness for a 
How small and how miserable is man beside Hir 
He inspires all confidence, deserves all love, exhav 
all admiration, How much they are to be pitied whe 
do not apply their intelligence to know Him, amet 


heart to love Him. Develop a love without limit an ab- 
solute devotedness for Him who first loved us and 
sacrificed everything for us. Make conquests for Jesus” 


Christ ; procure Him faithful friends ; rest not till we 
win for Him devoted friends, » 


To attract souls to Jesus, to make Him loved by 
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all those who were consecrated to Him, this was 
the one great passion of Brother Exuperien. One of 
his most familiar expressions was « To do all, to 


sacrifice all, and especially to sacrifice ourselves to - 


satisfy Jesus Christ. » He could not comprehend 
how areligious could have other preocupations than 
to satisfy Jesus Christ and through love to avoid 
everything, however trifling, that might displease 
Him. His heart melted whea he repeated these words 
which he applied to himself and his audience : 
« Philip, have [ been with you for so long a time 
and you have not known me? (St. John xtvy, 9). 
Sometimes he would add : « Where are the souls 
so intimately and tenderly united to Jesus Christ as 
to place His good pleasure above everything else? » 

His correspondence and other writings as well 
as his exhortations had for chief object to make 
Jesus Christ loved by all : 


«Lrecommend you above all to take OurLord for your 
confidant and your friend. Intimate union with Our 
Lord is the glory, the consolation of life ; it is also 
the great desire of the Master Himself ; the re- 
compense of the generosity with which we abandon 
ourselves to Him. It is the remedy for that practical 
rationalism which misguides so many souls ; the coun- 
terpoise of that cold Jansenism that freezes or con- 
tracts so many hearts. I should have entered in that 
way, but [had neither generosity nor energy enough. » 


« It does not suffice to wish to imitate Our Lord; we 
must love Him with all our heart. This is the most effi- 
cacious guarantee against all difficulties and dangers; 
the surest means to do much good, to over come worry 
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and to resist all temptations and seductions, I M 
falls from the tree because it lacks this sap. 54 
ts % 

To develop the knowledge and love of Jesus G 
Brother Exurerien recommended incessantly to ta 
the mysteries of Our Lord’s life as ordinary subj ry 


of meditation, ; 


« Apply yourself with earnestness to the study | 
mysteries. Practical Christianity lies therein, — 
are so few solid virtues because Our Lord is not k 
Nh and He is not known. because He is not studied 
7, mysteries. » 





Souls who truly love Jesus, suitor to see ] ir 
little loved, so grievously offended and igno 
hy order to rdihis Him some recompense mays 
8 expiations to outrages, fidelity to apostasy, an 
ya votedness to indifference. They unite themselve 
at? Jesus, Victim, to repair with Him the offences o: 
others. Happy are the souls chosen for this 
. olate of reparation ! Brother Exurerien was 
the number, and we can affirm that the spirit 0 
reparation was the most powerful attraction dish 
, grace had created in his soul. « He could never 
P consoled when he knew that God was offende 
Public attacks on the reign of Jesus Christ, ‘the 
hatred of secret societies against Him, public or pri- 
vate profanations, the indifference of the world, the 
imperfections of religious souls, all these were the 
evils for which Brother Assistant delivered himself 
up to a life-of reparation. » 
The Holy Mass, communions of reparation, ma- 
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cerations by way of expiation, reparations according 
to the kind of offence, these were the means by which 
he protested before God against so many outrages. 
What was meant by his reparations according to 
the kind of offences ? He would offer an extra Mass 
for the violation of the precept of hearing .Mass on 
Sunday ; he would prepare with special attention 


certain of his Communions to repair the negligences 


of those who approached with but little love to 
the Holy Table. He macerated his body to expiate 
sins of sensuality ; he observed with a special fidel- 
ity certain points of Rule to compensate for those 
who violated them. 

From 1865 to 1904 can be found in his Notes many 
thoughts relative to this spirit of reparation. From 
1880 he grouped a few Brothers to form a sort of 
special society of reparation. He animated them to 
be generous ; he proposed to them as motives for 
their sacrifices the needs of the Church and of the 
Institute. He wrote: 


« As for me, I must make myself a victim for all 
who exercise authority of any sort in the Institute. » 


Brother Exurenien’s devotion to the Divine Infaney 
was yery great. In 1866, he wrote to a Director of 
Novices: 


« The love of the Holy Childhood should be the fay- 
orite devotion of teachers of Youth. There are few de- 
votions of which we have greater need: it is the devo- 
tion of our state, Let us ask for ourselves and for the 
whole Institute the spirit of the Divine Infancy, » 
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« In the Institute » writes one of our Dear B 
Provincials « this devotion seems to have | 
little dormant until lately. The Offerings tothe | 
Infancy and the Annual Consecration to Jesus i 
Crib were the only practices thereof. We must. 
the generalship of Brother Joseph credit for 
revival, but strongly I suspect that Brother E: 
RiEN inspired the measures that were taken, 

one of those whose request caused the 

~~ Chapter of 1897 to decree that on the 25th of | 
et month there should be indicated in our Calen 
a Communion of devotion in honor of the Holy In 
os for the intention of the Institute and our pup 
oo He had the Month of the Holy Infancy by M 

Tourneur re-edited and read in the refectory di 

+ the feasts of Christmas time. Brother Exup 

7 exhorted the Brothers to develop in themse 
; tender love for the Infant Jesus : 


Infancy as St, John Baptist De La Salle. He p aced 
under the special guardianship of the Infant Jesus a1 

prescribed particular prayers for each day in His honor. 
His express will, then is that we honor the Holy In 
fancy with a special homage. But we must enter Hy. 

into the Spirit of this devotion. Let us love a Child so 
amiable. Ask of him humility; through His Mother, the - 
preservation of purity; by His adoptive Father, docilit 
to the Holy Ghost. » = 


Always humble, Brother Exuperien wrote in 1895 
on the same gubject : 


.« What homage of love and adoration has not Mary 
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rendered to Her Divine Son! May She be my Protec- 

tress and my model in this devotion which is yet to be 
created in me, which I have left so long in abeyance 
and which has produced in me nothing lasting and 
active. May Mary develop in my soul this devotion that 
1 would wish to spread. May she change my ideas and 
despoil me of everything worldly. May she make me 
enter into the fullness of the virtues wliich the Divine 
Infant came on earth to teach, and which are unknown 
even to a certain number of religious too much taken 
up with maxims of worldly wisdom and shut out from 

the intimate joys reserved to those who live in the 

spirit of the Infant God. » 

« Divine Child, enlighten me ! transform the inclina- 

tions of my heart. Grant that 1 may make Thee loved 

in the mysteries of Thy Infancy. Bless these desires 

and grant although Iam so unworthy, that | may reani- 

mate devotion to Thine Infancy amongst us. Oh Mary! 

Oh Joseph! render fruitful my efforts to make the In- 

fant Jesus known. » 


« In the Meditation on the Passion, as in a salut- 
ary bath » writes Brother Exurerien « are formed 
heroic Souls who are the strength and who become 
the glory of a Society.» Without wishing it, Brother 
Assistant here betrays the secret of his own sanctity 
and the fruitfulness of his Mission. He always had 
a special attraction for Jesus suffering. He often 
meditated on the mysteries of the dolorous Passion 
and every day he made the Stations of the Cross and 
sometimes made them twice a day. The spirit of 
penance, humility, reparation, the love for souls, 
the ardor to sacrifice himself for every good work, 
joy in suffering — all these he had learned in the 
school of Jesus humiliated scourged, crucified. 
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« Nothing causes a more solid piety than 
on the Passion » said he. « Nothing better ¢ 
Apostolic man to devote himself with effect for 
of souls than the study of the dispositions with 
Our Lord delivered Himself for the glory of His 
and for our salvation. Ask the spirit of the sor 
Mysteries, the sources of light and the prinsp 
strength. » 
_« Our vitiated nature is like a marsh that pri 
nothing good, but exhales a pestilential miasm 
spiritual marsh is drained by the contemplation 
sufferings of Our Lord, resignation in suffering 
especially by the esteem and love of Crosses. » — 
¥ 
Brother Exurerien insisted particularly o 
« Way of the Cross » and the pious recitation 
affectionate Aspirations that we say before « 
and supper. When during the Retreats the } 
tions were on the Mysteries of the Passion, he W 
paraphrase with extreme tenderness of he: 
prayer that terminates these Aspirations. 
He would say : 


Pai 


Medi. 


eo 


« Dear Brothers we ask of God each day the estee: 
the love and the practice of sufferings. The estee n, 
is the grace to see, to understand that nothing is so 
beautiful as the cross, nothing so fruitful. The love. 
that is the grace to relish by compassion something. ' 
the sufferings of Jesus Christ, and to taste the sweet=— 
ness of humiliations, privatione and sacrifices en-— 
dured for Him, The practice, that is the grace to wish, 
efficaciously to imitate Jesus humiliated, condemned 
scourged, put to death. If we were sincere in our de- 
mands, what penitents of love we should be! This is 
what our Holy Founder wants from us. Think then 
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that, even on Easter Sunday, he makes us ask the de- 
sire of sufferings. » 


Brother Exurerten wrote to a Brother: « The 
essential shall not be wanting to you so long as you 
have Our Lord. Now, have you not always the Cross 
and the Holy Eucharist ? » — Because he knew how 


to find Our Lord on the Cross and in the Holy Eu-— 


charist Brother Exurerien was the great religious 
whose virtues we admire. The thought of the Cross 
animated him, to suffer; the presence of Jesus in 
the Holy Eucharist excited him to all devotedness. 
With Jesus in the Tabernacle, Jesus immolated on 
the Altar, Jesus received in the Holy Communion 
everything was possible to him. He was a fervent 
adorer and the indefatigable apostle of devotion to 
the Most Holy Eucharist. 

He received Holy Communion each morning and 
in this Visit of his Divine Friend he found light, 
consolation, ardor for the rest of the day. During 
h{s thanksgiving he spoke familiarly with Jesus 
ath! repeated : « Lord take full possession of me as 
is “hy due. » He humiliated himself for being al- 
ways :« So prompt to take resolutions and so cow- 
ardly in the good fight. » He made reparation for 
himself and for all sinners ; he represented his own 
needs and the needs of those who depended upon 
him, The seven gifts of the Holy Ghost, the seven 
petitions of the Pater Noster, the first words of the 
formula of our Vows, were for him like a pro- 
gramme of which he successively presented the 
parts: to Our Lord. The Visits of the Divine Host 
dilated his heart and it was well known to the 
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Brothers that to present a request to him aft 
had communicated was tantamount to receiy 





so much he couldn’t refuse anything possih 
The thanksgiving of Brother Exuperien was as. 
as the day; it was often from the Post-Commur 
that he borrowed the formule of his gratit 
and of his requests. For the same purpos 
offered the three Gloria Patri at the end 
Angelus : the first to thank God for the insti 
of the Holy Eucharist; the setond for the pe 
nent presence of Jesus Christ in the tabe 
the third for the gift which Jesus ma 
Himself to those who receive Holy Communi 


Brother Exurerien took asa special missio: 
spread the devotion to the Holy Eucharist 
the Brothers and their pupils: « I owe all t 
Holy Eucharist » he said; « therefore it is my 
to have all the homage possible rendered to Him. » 

It was Brother Exurerten who had established 
the adoration of the Blessed Sacrament on the first 
Friday of every month in the Mother House, a ad 
since then it has spread to all our houses of forma- 
tion. It was he who in 1876 organized the Brothers, ; 
and in 1882 the young men, to watch during the © 
night in the adorations of the Blessed Sacrament at 
Montmartre. Till 1895, that is, as long as he was 
able to walk that long distance, he frequently ace — 
companied the Brothers who went to the Basilica. _ 

One of his cherished practices was to transport 
himself in thought to the Chapels of our various — 
houses in which the Blessed Sacrament is réserved. 
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« Happy are the Houses that possess this treasure ! » 
said he, But what duties this imposes upon the Bro- 
thers! Each one ought to say Jesus Christ has loved me 
and has delivered himself for me in the Holy Eucharist. » 
« Ifhe resides in a Cathedral or in anumerous commu- 
nity it is less striking; but that he condescends to 
dwell in a community of six, four and sometimes three 
Brothers, what love! and what a motive we haye to 
make amends to Him! » 


In the same thought he recommended by touch- 
ing supplications the respect and love we owe to 


our dear Lord residing with us. He recalled our 


duty of making Him affectionate visits where our 
heart may dilate in His adorable Heart. He wrote : 


« Oh, how many things you will learn before the 
Blessed Sacrament if you know how to abandon your- 
self to the action of grace and listen to what Jesus will 
speak to you from the Tabernacle ! What progress we 
would make if we would open our eyes directly to 
the light instead of always searching for reflected light 
in the words and books of men. » 

« Jesus Instructer, Mover, Author : this is Christian- 
ity and the special spirit of our Institute. » 


He wrote to a Brother Director : 


« When you cannot open your heart to man go find 
Our Lord. He understands all. and can sweeten all, If 
we only knew how to recollect ourselves at the foot of 
the Tabernacle and expose with simplicity our trials, 
our doubts, what floods of consolation and light would 
burst forth upon us! » 

« We are occupied and cannot spend long atthe foot 





-expectall from God. tell you these things and I feel 


















BRO. EXUPERIEN 


of the Tabernacle ; but how many things can we do 
there in an instant ! Does not one glance suffice for 
two friends to understand, console a08 sustain each 
other ? .Y 

« Let us go to Our Lord, at least in thought when , 
cannot actually go to the chapel. This is the means 
arresting our impetuosity, to show by positive acts 
we protest against our too natural activity and that 


need of reproaching myself for not practising | 
as I ought! » , ia 


Brother Exurenien prudently exhorted ey r 
ers to frequent Communion, and itis in gre: 
due to his exhortations, prayers and sacrificial 
there is an increase in the number of Commu 
amongst us. He often said « Live insucha way 
your confessor will permit you one Come 
more, » and he added : 


Ad 

ane 
« Do OurLord this pleasure, to receive Him often and — 
with fervor. He is a guest who will well repay for 
reception. In the Eucharist, Jesus is the remedy for all 
our evils, the specific against each of our maladies 
Happy is he who communicates with fervour and who 
knows how to find everything in the Eucharist! » i 

« Let the chief fruit of your Communions be to learn | 
from Our Lord the secrets of the spiritual life, and to — 
realize the words of St. Paul : Have in you the sentim-_ | 
ents that Jesus Christ had. » ’ 

« Ask in Holy Communion for one of those hearts 
generous, ardent, to whom God has given such a cap- 
acity to love that He Himself alone can fill them; and 


ask for a will sodetermined that no sacrifice can shake 
it. » 


es 
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Holy Communion is the great strength of reli- 
gious Societies, as itis of individuals. To it, Brother 


Exuperien attributed the perseverance in vocations. 


and the good that is done in our classes : 


« What should we be without the Eucharist? The 
little we are worth is due to Holy Communion, and Our 
Lord is not to blame if wearenot of much more value.» 

« If we are still on our legs and have done some 
little good itis to the Holy Communion that we owe it. 
Let us testify our gratitude for this by communicating 
better and more frequently and by contributing 
as much as we can to have Jesus glorified in the 
Eucharist. » 


A religious so devoted to the Eucharist as was 
Brother Exuprrien must also be tenderly devoted to 
the Sacred Heart. This love was aflame in his heart 
even as a young man just finishing his studies at 
Béziers. He grew therein with the years. The writ- 
ings of Saint Margaret Mary made a lively impres- 
sion on him and made him understand that this de- 
votion consists in generosity and reparation. 


« Much is said of persecution » he wrote, « but we 
forget that the great Persecuted is the Sacred Heart of 
Jesus in the Eucharist. Let us form a clear idea of this 
devotion which consists specially in the two sentiments 
of love and reparation, Our Lord said : Love meas I 
have loved you; there is the model of our love. Three 
words characterize the love of Our Lord ; tender, true, 
generous. Let us try to understand them and take them 
for the rule of our love; the love so just, so necessary 
that we owe Him who has loved us so much and who 
loved us the first, » 

42 
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« To honor the Sacred Heart truly it is neces 
live the life of Our Lord and to be penetrated with 


BP tone al B stisne cut aoe the abundance 
the heart the mouth speaketh: the Gospel me 


may’ 5 thereof, » 
A page written by Brother Exuperren shows 1 u s 

Ay that he had chosen the Sacred Heart as Protector o} 
the great interests that he wished to be safe-guar 
amongst us. His intervention is noticeable in the 
General Chapter of 1873 relative to the Annual 
secration of the Institute to the Sacred Heart. We 
read in his Notes June 10,1873: ‘| 


« I have engaged the Most Honorable Brother P 
~ this morning to take the initiative for the Consecra 
of the Institute to the Sacred Heart, on the day 
Feast. Let us pray that the idea may be realized. 1 


bY Cause has progressed ; it is not yet gained. We must. 
3; return to the point and excite influential persian he 
take action. » ae x 
_ A few days later,the Capitulary decision was taken. 
: Less expansive than his love for Our Lord, the love 
, of Brother Exurenten for the Most Blessed Virgin 


was tender and confiding. He honored her as the — 
initiatrix, the ideal Model of the religious life. Be- — 
cause it was in this Divine Mother alone that the Re- 
demption had its full effect, he begged of her an in- 
timate knowledge and love of Jesus the Redeemer. 
In consecrations that he composed he reminded. 
her that he had abandoned all to her: his progress 
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in the spiritual life, the work with which he was 
occupied, the interests of the Institute, Christian 
Education and the perseverance of Youth, He wrote: 


«I can do nothing of myself, but I expect all from 
the Most Blessed Virgin, my Mother, charged with 
providing for my wants. May God, through her, mul- 
tiply amongst us intercessors, apostles, saints. » 

« 1 must obtain complete control of myself by hearty 
devotion to Mary, I will throw myself into Her arms 
in all embarrassments and unforeseen troubles, to ob- 
tain, through her, light and opportune strength, and 
intimacy with Our Lord. » 

« Everything through Mary, and witha view to please 
ing her. ! will recommend to her the safety of the 
Institute and the sanctification of its members, the 
complete fruit of the various retreats, the prosperity of 
St. Labre and of the other works of Perseverance. May 
she obtain for us horror of even the slightest sins, 
contempt for creatures, the weakening of concupiscence 
and the will to serve God by love. » 


In a very particular manner did Brother Exurr- 
rien invoke our Blessed Mother under the title, 
« Notre-Dame du Cénacle » and he prayed her to 
bless all the retreats made in the Institute : 


« Lhave given to Mary the general superintendence 
of our retreats; I have confided to Her their direction 
and success, » 

« Itis through Her thatl make my immolation in 
favor of the work of retreats. 1 make this immolation in 
its fullest extent, comprising the 3rd degree of humil- 
ity,or love. / must become the Barmier of the retreats, that 
each one of them may be a Pentecost. | wish to suffer 
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everything to obtain, by the retreats, marked progress 
in the Spiritual Life, understanding of the Holy Serip- 
ture, the spirit of mental prayer, fervor in Communions, 
the love of the Cross and the spirit of Victim. 


Brother Exurenien honored the Most Blessed Vir- 
gin by fervently reciting the beads and oftentimes the 
whole Rosary. Specially he contrived « to draw most 
abundant fruit from the recitation of the beads by the 
meditation of the mysteries and the direction of — 
intention ». He had composed a method that was 
personal to himself. One practice was to recall dur- 
ing the first nine Aves of each decade the sentiments 
corresponding to the nine acts of the second part of 
our Method of Mental Prayer, and apply them to the 
Mystery on wich he was meditating. In what he 
called the Apostolic Rosary he applied the five de- 
cades to the great interests of the Institute. He 
recited the three Ave Maria that follow the Credo; 
the first for the junior Novices, the second for the 
Novices and the third for the Scholastics. « I never 


omitthis » hesaid one day, With regard to the sixth 
decade, he said : 


« In giving us Mary Immaculate for Special Protec- 
tress of our Congregation our holy Founder wished to 
ask this All-powerful Queen for the extirpation of sin 
in us and in thechildren. This must be our intention 
in the sixth decade of the beads. » ; 


One of the means used by Brother Assistant to 
obtain some special favor through the intercession 
ofthe most Blessed Virgin was the « Exercise of the 
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fifteen Saturdays ». On each of the consecutive Sa- 
turdays he meditated on one special Mystery in order 
to obtain by this meditation and by sacrifices the 
understanding and relish of each of these Mysteries. 
As Director of Novices he sometimes made a pilgri- 
mage on these days to the Sanctuary of our Lady of 
Victories. 


Each feast of the Most Blessed Virgin was an occa- 
sion for him of increasing his devotion and men- 
tioning the special benefits that he wished to obtain. 
For the principal among these feasts he prepared by 
a novena of prayers and sacrifices. On the 8th of 
Dec. 1901 he wrote: 


« I have made, with confidence, a novena to obtain 
through Mary what I cannot achieve by my personal 
efforts: a practical horror of sin, horror of the pleasures 
of the senses, the life of faith and a more perfect accom- 
plishment of my duties to the most Holy Eucharist. » 


On the 25th of March 1896 he wrote in his Notes : 


« How much I stand in need of Mary! And how 
much each Superior who wishes the good of souls 
should feel how indispensable for him is this powerful 
concurrence! What can man do of himself ? Nothing or 
next to nothing. How many things escape him ! How 
many minds and hearts he cannot reach! How ephe- 
meral is his action! It belongs to God through Mary, 
to realize everything, to fertilize everything, to make 
everything permanent. I feel to-day my radical impo- 
tence in my own behalf and that of the interests confided 
to me. Mary, protect me; help me to do good that 


~~ pan 
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will be solid and permanent by whatever means you 
see fit: Direct me: 1am good for nothing: I thank 
you for making me understand it. » 


On the 26th of April, 1899 on the feast of our 
Lady of Good Counsel Brother Exuprerien wrote: 


« Let it be one of my practices to invoke Mary under 
this title. She has so many rights to transmit tous the 
gifts of the Holy Ghost ! I must ask her for the gifts of 
counsel and fortitude which correspond so well with 
the necessities of superiors. | must begof her the lights 
that are necessary for me. In all things, Oh Mary in- 
spire me what I ought to do, and obtain for me the 
strength to do that which is best fitted to procure the 
glory of God and the good of souls, Oh Mary! cast 
thine eyes on my ignorance and my weakness, Come 
to my aid ! » 


It was especially to the Junior Novices and the 
young Brothers that Brother Assistant recommend- 
ed devotion to the most Blessed Virgin : 


« In your joys, say Ave Maria! In your trials, Ave 
Maria! in the morning, in the evening, Ave Maria! 
during work or rest, Ave Maria! in entering or leaving 
your class, Ave Maria! Let it be ever, Ave Maria! 

(Feast of the Holy Name of Mary 4904.) 


To all the Brothers he recalled the extraordinary 
devotion of St. De La Salle towards the Most Bless- 
ed Virgin, and how much our Holy Founder insists 
on this in his writings. This was for him an addi- 
tional motive to honor Mary : the desire, the will of 
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the holy Founder, is this not the same as the desire 
and the will of God himself ? 

The great passion that excited the zeal of Brother 
Exuprerizn, was along with love of Jesus Christ, 
love for St. John Baptist De La Salle. This love 
prompted him to a constant study of the life and 
the doctrine of the Founder ; toa courageous imita- 
tion of his virtues ; to an obstinate zeal to speak of 
him and to raise up faithful imitators of him. 


In this, asin all cases, Brother Exurenien practised 
what he preached. The spirit of faith and of 
zeal of St. John Baptist de La Salle, his love for 
Jesus Christ, his abandonment to the divine will, 
his spirit of penance, his obedience and his humil- 
ity, all shone forth conspicuously in him. 


His Journal of Retreats and his Notes tell us abun- 
dantly of this preoccupation: « I must imitate our 
Holy Founder and be filled with his virtues. » He 
wrote in 1879 : 


“4. «I musttake Venerable De La Salle as model, study 
his life and his doctrine, read some part of his writings 
every day. » 

2. «| must propose him as a model and teacher. 
Quote his words and his examples, comment upon his 
teachings. » 

3. « Make the Rule, Collection and the Meditations, the 
foundation of all, This must be more and more visible 
and constant in me. » 

4. « | must make his doctrine lead up to the import- 
ant points : 
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« Esteem for regularity that we must prefer to every-— & 
thing. » 

« All by the conduct of God and by the movement of His 
Spirit. » 

« To make use of the senses only through necessity and 
not for pleasure. » 

« To renounce our own ideas and submit them in all 
things to obedience. » 

« Loveof Silence, of recollection; flight from the world. » 

« Sufferings, looked upon as the reward of seal. » 

« Total abandonment to Providence. » 

« Love of the Poor, » : 

« Are you sensitive about anything except what concerns 
God? » 

5. « To interest the Founder in everything that is” 
done for the prosperity of his work. To invoke him 
often and have others invoke him, » 

6. « To grasp the great lines in the life and doctrine 
of the venerable De La Salle to imitate them and tobe 
inspired by them. » I have often received vivid lights 
on these matters ; but inconstancy paralysed all. My 
‘teaching, my administration are not sufficiently steeped 
in this essential principle, that everything in the Inst- 
itute should be inspired by the spirit of the Founder, 


But this self-accusation was a little exaggerated, 
for he made the virtues of the Founder the object 
of his most courageous imitation ; by all possible 
means he tried to increase in the Brothers a filial 
love for their Father. 

In 1867 he began a methodical classification of 
the Writings of St. De La Salle, so as to make his 
doctrine better known. At first it was to be a pro- 
visional work destined for the use of the Novitiates. 
Later he continued it, and it was published with the 
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title Spiritual Doctrine. When dying he left an 
abridgment of it which has just been published. 
Toward 1881 he obtained permission to have re- 
printed the second part of the great Life of our 
Founder by Canon Blain: The Spirit and Virtues 
of M. De La Salle. 

By his conferences at Retreats he often brought 
his hearers to thoughts of the Founder. It was cur- 
ious tosee how he could point out similarities in 
the Writings of the great Ascetics and our holy 
Founder. « What they say is admirable, but we find 
it in such or sucha meditation of our Founder ; 
this is our home-baked bread. » 

He exhorted those who presided the retreats to 
« go to this source, for there the waters are purer ». 
He wrote to a Director who presided at one of the 
retreats : 


« The essential aim of a Retreat should be to renew 
those who make it in the Spirit of their vocation. And 
the most direct way to succeed in this is to take the 
sdea of the Founder, to analyse it, and make it the 
subject of the instructions. We can follow no surer 
path than that traced by the Founder himself. The most 
solid and practical retreat will be that which will make 
us enter most deeply into the Spirit of the Founder, » 

« After havingexplained the Spirit of the Institute, its 
effects, and the means that should be employed to 
acquire it, it would be fitting to*call attention strongly 
to what seemed most important and most essential to 
the Founder himself. Who can know better than he 
what is suitable for hisChildren? » 

« The first few pages of the Collection contain the 
indication of all that is substantial for the Institute. 

42. 
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= 
Os the 15th November 1887 Brother Extream 
beard Leo NIIl declare at the Vatican that they could 
mow im all surety proceed to the beatification of the 
Venerable Servant of God. John Baptist de la Salle. 
fs March 185% be followed the various triduemsig — ~ 
Parts. Pére Tissot and Mer. Gay at the Mother 
Howse ; Pére Tesmiére 2t the second Novitiste m= 
Athis; Mer. Germain and Mer. de Cabriéres of 
St. Salpece all delighted his heart. Bat these a 
lemauities im honor of St. De La Salle were bates 
masy wereings im the mind of Brother Exceeee 





> or BRO. EXUPERIEN — 275 


that the Brothers were under still greater obliga- 


tions to practise the virtues of their Father. In 1887 
and 1888 the ordinary subject of his exhortations 
was « The fruits which the beatification should 
produce. » He reminded himself of his obligation 
to advance in the spirit of the Holy Founder : 


« I will strive to enter more deeply into the letter 
and spirit of the Rules; totake more for my guide the 


- Founder’s teaching and to give that doctrine all the 


authority over me that it should have. » 
« The beatification should produce the following fruits 
in us: 4st To penetrate us deeply with the Spirit of 


- the Founder ; 2nd To reinvigorate us in the observance 
~ of the Rules ; 3rd To give us a great confidence in the 


intercession of our Founder and in his doctrinal au- 
thority. » 


Before being admitted to see St. De La Salle in 
Heaven, and there, as we firmly hope, enjoy the 
glory prepared for him, Brother Exupgrien was to 
undergo many painful trials. 


CHAPTER XIV 


The last years of Brother Exuperien. 
(1900-1905.) 


Brother Exurenten saw the Institute grow to 
great proportions and extend throughout the world 
during the latter part of the 19th Century; asso- 
ciated with the Superior General he labored earnestly 
to preserve and increase the Spirit of faith among 


a 
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the Brothers ; he spent himself in efforts to secure — 
the Christian Education of children and the perse- — 
verance of young men; and it was reserved for 
him to see the beginnings of the trouble that is des- 
troying, in France, a structure on which such la- 
bour had been spent! 

The year 1900 was quiet, with but the faintest 
growlings of the storm so soon to burst. At the 
exposition held in that year, Brother Exupenten 
was named a member of the International Jury for 
Secondary Education. During all the distractions — 
connected with such work he remained as ascetic 
as ever. This was also the year of the Canonization 
ofour holy Founder, and Brother Exuprerien ex- — 
horted the Brothers to more complete regularity as 
« the surest means to honor our Father ». And he 
celebrated the great event by advancing more and 
more in the practice of abandonment to God, 
humility and supernatural zeal. 

In his Notes of June 1900 he wrote: 


« ist Do not desire such or such a good, but what 
God wishes, in the time, the manner, the circumstan- 
ces. The adhesion of faith and total abandonment to 
all His views are worth more than all the marvels of 
personal activity. » 


« 2nd I will do good, by Apostolic prayer. The Pater 
forms the basis of it. Prayers full, ardent, mortified. 
The most efficacious is that which results from every 
act of virtue, from every practice of the Gospel Maxims 
in view of obtaining and making reparation, » 


« 3rd Rejoice in everything that God will permit 
and never to be sad at anything unless my powerless- 
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ness. Every act done through obedience will be espe- 
cially dear to me, and I will strive to avoid none. 
Orders that are most embarrassing I will receive and 
carry out with most joy. » 


« 5th I shall try tosee the best side of everything 
disagreeable; thus I shall prospect in that rich mine of 
trials. I shall rejoice in my impotence, it is the best 


homage I can render to God and the most powerful 


meansof action. » / 

« 6th I will seek for wounded, suffering souls, and 
will treat them with the kindness of Our Lord. I must 
deserve to be taken into His school by the good Master 
and to obtain grace from Him, to do good to those 
souls. My God, begin Thy work in me. Thou alone 
canst make me, in spite of my Ty ey misery, a 
ocemplaton to my Brothers. » 


The Canonization of St. De La Salle was the last 
great joy of Brother Exupenien here below. In 1904, 
he followed with great anxiety the discussions in 
the Chamber on the Associations’ Law or rather 
the law against the Teaching Orders. 

He foresaw the dangers that threatened us, but 
could not realize them to their full extent. How 
many prayers he had offeredup! How many exposi- 
tions of the Most Blessed Sacrament he begged the 
Ordinary to allow ! But he wished that the complete 
renovation of life would also be a means of avert- 
ing the evils that menaced us. In the words of Bos- 
suethe said : « God laughs at prayer said to avert 
public woe when we do not oppose the things that 
draw down upon us that woe. » 

Aso himself, he prayed, suffered and humiliated 
himself more and more : 





that I may help to spread it among your children T 
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« Oct. 14, 1901. —God has given me the g 
better feel my poverty, nothingness, misery, and 
Him. May He be blessed for all ! » 4 
« Nov. 4, 1901, = Annibilate myself in my 
eyes. Probe my misery, my poverty. Despise mys 
for help and remain in constant relation with God ! 
« St. John Baptist De La Salle! obtain that 1 me 
penetrate myself more and more with your spi 


all my efforts aim at becoming interior and iner 
among us the number of men who have a lively 
O God! save the Congregation from its extern. 
mies; but alove all sanctify its members by 
terior spirit. » 


In proportion as he advanced in years he k ecam 
more humble and had greater confidence i | Gor 
Without doubt he used all sorts of legitimate m 
to save the Institute, but he depended upon God 
all things: « We must expect all from God » he 
wrote, « and not from the agitation of men. » E 
exhorted the Brothers to meet the machinations ¢ 
their enemies by a more complete devotedn 


duty. During one of the “retreats of 1902 he sé 


« Possibly our Institute is done for, in France; ther 
fore letus redouble our fervour, Let us be faithful 1 
our vocation in spite of, or rather on account of the ev 
days in which we are, Who is like God? Said St. M 
chael, Let us have Jesus Christ for us and fear no- 
thing : Who is like unto Jesus Christ? » : 


| 
a 


The sad catastrophe approaches and sadders even 
the most optimistic. The zeal of Brother Exuperten 
seems to multiply in proportion as the evils aug- 
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ment and it was astonishing to see him during the 
various retreats. At Athis, Passy, Le Puy, he sur- 
passed himself in 1908. Was it not necessary to | 
strengthen the temperaments of those who were ab- 
out to be severely tried? The more uncertain the 
future and the more perilous the route, the more 
necessity to reanimate the confidence of timid souls. 
At the retreat of Le Puy Brother Assistant spoke in. 
the following terms : 


« One of the graces of persecution is the reawaken- 
ing of faith. Persecution has two effects according to 
the interior dispositions of each one: it is good for 
whoever loves God, hurtful for whoever loves Him 
little or not at all. We must say: My God! take the 
full possession of me that is Thy right. » 

« We have a duty of tenderness to fulfil toward§ Our 
Lord. We ought to be repairers : He is so much offended, 
pursued with such hatred! We should be consolers : 
He is hunted from the school and thé soul of children. 
We should he His imitators, by our generosity to sup- r 
port trials: Weshould be inéercessors to obtain the sal- 
vation of France, the conservation of our Institute which . 
is so threatened there and to ward off personal dan- an 3 
gers. There is no doubt that God will triumph, After . 





three centuries of persecution, the Cross subjected the 
universe to its control; the Sacred Heart will prevail 
over the apostasy of our time, but what will become of 
individuals ? » 


In a private document which he entitled What I : 
shall do personally, he wrote in 1903 : 


« Do all that is possible to prevent the threatened 
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destruction and then to consider myself as a 


servant, » 
« Give a clean-slate to the good God. Take 


count of my own views, of my interests ; to pre 
myself only with the salvation of souls and the 


of God. » 
« To be resigned to all deceptions, to all trouble, 


the ruin of alll hold most dear saying with all my 
heart: abandon myself entirely to Thee; do with me 
what Thou pleasest. » ’ 


Because he had given God a clean slate, G od 
now to crown the holy career of his servan' 7 
very painful trial. 

Always occupied with works bas would ( 
down the benediction of Heaven, Brother Exure 
had gone on the 13th of October, 1903 to as 
mission of the Bishop of Versailles for Expost 
~ the Most Blessed Sacrament on the first Fr 
each month at the House of Retreat in Flew 





Paris and as ‘ was seat from the tram car 
near the Mother House, a carriage threw him with 
extreme violence against the curb and passed over 
both legs. He was taken up and seated on a bench i in 
the Boulevard while word was sent to the Mother 


House. The Brother Porter immediately went to his 


help and he was brought home to the Community 
suffering very much, though he tried hard to con- 
quer the bodily pain as he had been accustomed to 
do for years. He said he would first go to his room 


and then go to see the Brother Infirmarian. The 
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Brothers opposed this imprudence and brought him 

directly to the infirmary and helped him to undress. 

He tried hard to conceal the hair shirt, and the other 

instruments of penance that he wore. The surgeon 

was called and found his flesh torn on the arms and 

legs and a bad contusion on the head. It was impos- 

sible for the moment to predict the consequences of 
the accident. Everyone at the Mother House was 

saddened and. begged of Our Lord the speedy cure of . 
Brother Exurrrien. The Most Honorable Brother 

Superior was at Rome but received information of 
the accident, and all hoped the consequences were 

not to be fatal. On the 15th and 47th of October 

Brother Assistant himself wrote letters to Rome from 

which we extract the following : 


15th October. — « A carriage upset me and its two 
wheels ran over my legs. The right one is not severely 
hurt. The left is bad; I have a bad contusion which 
pains me, but no fracture.I bless God for this accident. 
I often speak of mortification and I[ practise it litle. The 
good God has arranged a considerable one for me with- 
out threatening danger. » 


17th October. — « The physician of the Hackney car- 
iage Union has come to inform himselfon the situation 
and to listen to my declarations. [believed it my duty 
to refuse all indemnity, » 

« I speak at times of the Cross in the abstract, and 
with conviction ; it is another matter when the actual 
Cross touches us. This trial has made known to me 
my inconsistency and my poverty, and I bless God for 
it, » 


Seven days after the accident the legs began to 
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gangrene and cerebral complications set in, and fe 
three months he was to pass through crises ¢ 
rium against which all efforts were unavailil 
vain did the Brother Infirmarian and his de 
assistant exhaust every means to save the intelligence 
of Brother Exurerten from total obscurity, anc 
fight for a life so dear to all. While the ph 
strength seemed to be repaired little by little 
benisl condition was not improved. 
If it be true that such crises reveal the very i 
nature of the soul, and (the will having lost co 
that the intimate thoughts and desires of the min 
are manifested in delirium, then we can fo 
idea of the closeness of his union with God, a 
love for the Institute and the good of souls. Noth’ 
appeared in him during these three months bt 
occupation with God and things divine ; not a wor 
of himself, not a word of complaint. He prayed 


_ exhorted the Brothers whom he thought were ar ou : 


him: and, marvellous to relate, he could 
Holy Communion on several occasions with 
cient knowledge of the great act he wasperforr 
Then he overflowed with expressions of arden 
for Our Lord; he recommended to Him the Insti 
the retreats, the Soldier-Brothers, works oT pa 
ance of all kinds. In moments of acute agony ity 
sufficient to mention a word about obedience to 
Brother Infirmarian, or of submission to the Will” 
of God to render him calm and peaceful. eA 
Weeks passed without any improvement. The 
specialists called to attend him held out little or no 
hope. Prayers said to Brother Benilde were effica- 
cious only in obtaining greater resignation, But it 
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seemed that charity was to obtain the cure that 
science failed to procure. 

On November 27th, 1903-the Brothers Visitors of 
France were assembled at Athis for instructions 
relative to the dangers that were near at hand. On 
the evening before, Brother Alban Joseph, Provincial 
of Paris was very much fatigued and it was sug- 
gested to him by the Infirmarian of the Mother House 


that perhaps he had better not go to Athis. He an- | 


swered: « It is useful that I go and I will be there, 
| am no longer of much use, but we must do our 
duty to the last. | have begged the good God to take 
_me and to cure Brother Exurerien. » Brother Alban 
Joseph went to Athisand at once his malady became 
serious, and on the 2nd of December with little or 
no waraing he died in that blessed house of retreats 
in which for twenty years he had devoted himself to 
the « Works of Perseverance of Youth ». 

Contrary to all expectations the health of Brother 
Exurenien began to improve in the beginning of 
January 1904, and the delirium at once began to 
disappear as does the morning fog before the sun. 
Before long, he recovered entire possession of his 
mental faculties, and he had but the slightest recol- 
lection of his malady. He had no idea of all that 
occurred since the 13th of October, but retained all 
that he possessed mentally prior to that time. He 
wrote to a Director : 


« You will learn with pleasure that my health is 
being reestablished very well. | began two days ago 
the functions of my office. The wounded leg is being 
cured rapidly and I try to walk a little, » 
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« The worse the times are, the more ferven 
should be. God will protect you in proportion to y ) 
generosity in His service. » + 


™ 


Six days later Brother Assistant wrote a lon ng 
ter in which he said: 


~ «Tamas strong as ever and I can continue 
“work. Beg of God the grace that | may utilize well 
health that He gives me. » 

« What a sad and difficult task circumstances in 
pose on me! To inspire the Brothers with sent 
of faith, abandonment to Providence and faith uln 
to duty if the Institute be suppressed as— her 
reason to fear: God will have caré of generous 8 
in this awful trial, Nothing essential will be war 
to them. The Brothers will rise to higher virtue 
are faithful to the exceptional graces that God w 
them. » 

A great soul has said: « We are in too cout 

: - not to abandon ourselves thereto without uneasi 
Another wrote : « The idea of accomplishing 
of God consoles me for everything, Our Lord | 
said : Blessed are they who are in pros ss 
those who are persecuted, Let us be filled with these vie 
of faith and pray that all our Brothers may there. 
B their consolation and their strength. » 





ab, 
= =u 
wc Little by little Brother Exupgnten resumed his or- 
dinary way of living as though nothing abnormal 
had happened. Pious readings, prayer, correspond- 
ence, filled his days. One of the Brothers infirma- 
rians said : « I was surprised at his activity when 
convalescence was only setting in. He prayed, read, 
meditated. Often he said the rosary lying down, 
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obliged often to put himself in a horizontal posture 
on account of his wounded leg, he used to say the 
rosary or make the Way of the Cross using his Cru- 
cifix of Profession. » He was the same Brother 
Exurerien, only more kind, more gentle. His long 
sufferings made him enter it would appear, into the 
goodness of Our Lord more fully. » A Brother wrote: 


_« I will never forget the appearance of celestial 


purity that radiated from the features of Brother 
Exupenien the first time I saw him in 1905. » 

He could not as yet go to visit the other sick 
Brothers but he used to send them his kindest wishes. 
To any whom he knew to be in special suffering 
he would have the Bréther Infirmarian say on his 
part : 


« I participate in your condition and I offer God 
my own sufferings to obtain for you entire resignation. 
Our Lord gives you a great favour in sending you the 
occasion to practise very meritorious acts of virtue of 
which perhaps you would scarcely think in good 
health. In your present state of impotence you can make 
yourself very useful to the Institute, to France, to the 
Church. Suffer, then with love with joy if you have 
that grace, and in great union with Our Lord, Pray 
for sick sinners who blaspheme the holy name of God 
instead of thanking Him for the time he grants them 
to be converted. » 


When Brother Exuperien heard of the death of 
Brother Alban Joseph he wept with much feeling 
and said simply : « [had told him that he would die 
before me. » 

At the end of January he went downstairs for 
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the monthly assembly of the Brothers Directors of 
Paris. His emotion was equalled only by theirs. He 
spoke to them of Brother Alban Joseph and his tears 
betrayed his affection. And he exclaimed :— 
« God has given me back my health so that I may 
consecrate it to His service. I shall do my best. » 

The ecclesiastical tribunal for taking information 
= relative to the cause of the venerated Pére Paul Gin- 
hac of the Society of Jesus held a session in the 
room of Brother Exuprrien to obtain his deposi- 
tion. He had known the holy man at Paray-le-Mo- 
nial and had exchanged some letters with him. __ 

As soon as he could walk Brother Exuprnren went 
to the Regime to salute the Superior General and 
the Assistants. He entered his own office. On 
account of present events nearly all his manuseripts 
had been removed. A person less detached than he 
would have sought to know what had become of 
them, « but», thought he, « it was by the order of 
Brother Superior that this was done ; therefore all 
is right, » and he never once referred to them during 
the twelve months that he still lived. How many 
men would be capable of such abnegation ? 

On the 17th of February 34 young Brothers from 
the District of Le Puy arrived at the Mother House 
en route for Canada. Brother Exuprerien received 
them in his room. He spoke to them with great ten- 
derness and congratulated them on their generosity, 
and the happiness they had to be thus able to pre- 
serve their vocation. He then blessed them with 
great emotion. 


Brother Exurenien went on a pilgrimage to the 
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B. of St. Joseph at Beauvais, as was his 


wont each year. Here on the 27th of March 1904 he 
thanked the great Patriarch for such a restoration to 
health and recommended to his great patron the 
administration of the two Districts of Paris and Le 
Puy. Political troubles excited great fears among the 
Brothers, many of whom asked to go into exile. He 
tried to calm them all and to safeguard their voca- 
tions. Nevertheless the condition of things caused 
him much trouble and as ever his refuge was in 


God. He multiplied his Stations of the Cross and 


his visits to the most Blessed Sacrament. 

The present was painful and the future full of 
apprehension. Still Brother Exurerren hoped even 
against hope. The disasters that had befallen other 
Congregations, the well known plans of our ene- 
mies, could not make him despair. Had not our In- 
stitute a decree of authorization ? Could they dare to 
be so ungrateful for such services? When such argu- 
ments failed, he would revert to those of a super- 
natural character. 

Debate had already commenced on the law that 
was to pass on July 7th1904. The courage and talent 
of the defenders of liberty could not prevail against 
the prejudice and hatred of their enemies. The law 
was voted and now began the slow agony of our 
communities: 

Broken-hearted but not discouraged, Brother Exu- 
penign undertook to saye whatever might still be 
saved. A little respite was obtained, and as some 
preferred a quick execution to this slow death he 
answered : 
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« You talk thus from want of reflection and fr ‘ 
not forming a correct idea of the price of souls. Since 
the religions life is safeguarded, what more do- 
wish? How many children would stray to Go 
schools where they should no longer hear God and t 
duties as christians spoken of ? Let us do good as ic 
as we can with such means as Providence leaves u 


~ Some one remarked to him that a respite of one 
year for acondemned community did not am our t 
to much. He became animated and said : 


> 


_ « Youdare call that a little thing for so man 
sand children to be a year with religious teache 
little thing for a thousand children to hear God 
religion spoken of a year longer ! A thousand 


thus turned from mortal sin! » “a 





The thought of the dangers that children wer 
incur by the laicization of the schools tore his k 
as also the other thought that the attacks ope 
directed against the Congregations were but 
means taken to destroy the Church. In sucha s 

‘st tion it was important to render the Brothers firm aj 

a. courageous. And Brother Exuperten employed al 

the resources of his fertile imagination to accom= 

A plish this end. He was not always successful in con- 

, firming certain vacillating characters in their yoca- 

i tion, and, God alone knows what such defections 
caused him to suffer. 


Bes: 
oan, 


«Our Lord » said he, « allows the present evils only 
to confirm us in good and to lead us to repair by heroie 
fidelity the defections that deeply wound His Heart, » 
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« Poor child, he has lost the spiritual sense. To aban- 
don Our Lord at such a critical moment’! » 


And he would weep bitterly. 


On Friday, 7th of May, 1904, 22 young Brothers 
left Paris for Canada. Brother Exuperten saw them 
depart with pain mingled with supernatural joy. 
This was the end of the Houses of Formation that 
he loved so well. He reunited all these young Broth- 
ers in a hall and said to them: 


« My dear children, you are on the eve of a great day. 
I know you all and I know that it is through super- 
natural views that you quit France where you are no 
longer welcome. The Institute grantsyou a great favour 
in letting you go. Let your sacrifice be generous and 
without reservation. The Institute places its best hopes 
in the young religious whom it sends abroad. And 
when it shall be re-established again in our poor 
France, it will look to them for the vigorous impulsion 
that will hasten its development. But to enter into all 
God’s views, preserve intact the relfgious spirit you 
have received in the noviciate and scholasticate. Streng- 
then in you the spirit of the Institute, for that spirit 
alone can maintain it amidst all upheavals. 

« You make many sacrifices in going away: my dear 
children, I felicitate you thereon. Know that sacrifices 
of that sort weigh heavily in God’s balance. Your 
families also haveshown themselves generously Christ- 
ian in authorising you to go: be grateful to them. 


« And now, with all my heart, my dear children, I 
am gving to bless you. » 


13 
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In August and September, 1904, Brother Exupr- 
nEN presided at six retreats in Athis, Passy, Beau- 
vais, Le Puy. Dangers so imminent inflamed his 
zeal. His conferences on vocation, mental prayer, 
fidelity to Our Lord were more vehement supplica- 
tions, energetic appeals to the religious spirit of the 
Brothers, than considerations. Never before did he 

“appear so supernatural in his words, his looks, in 
all his actions. It was his last effort for the holy 
cause to which he had devoted his life. 

On the 17th of October, a new accident witha 
carriage came near being fatal. A motor car upseta 
brougham in which he was travelling with one of 
his secretaries ; he was thrown against one of the 
sides and received a very bad contusion on the head. 
The owner of the motor car did what was possible 
and was anxious to offer an indemnity, but Brother | 
Exurernien begged him to consider the incident 
closed. This accident’may have revived certain ef- 
fects of the first one which had not entirely disap- 
peared, for from this moment the condition of Bro- 
ther Exurerten’s health gave serious alarm. He still, 
however, continued his work and his former aus- 
terities. He had one engrossing preoccupation ; the 
danger to souls by reason of the weakening of the 
Christian spirit. « We must work our best to con- 
sole Our Lord by generously embracing the spirit of 
reparation » wrote he on the 17th of November. 

On the 24th of the same month, the doctor declared 
that his legs were considerably swollen: neither 
did the heart beat regularly. Suitable treatment 
lessened the swelling but the difficulty of breathing 
persisted and a general debility set in. He said then: 


* 
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«So far I have been able for my work; now I am 
overwhelmed. » 

On December 10th the Visitors of France were 
assembled at Lembecq-lez-Hal ; but Brother Assis- 
tant had to stay at the Mother House. From letters 
he wrote at this time we give a few extracts : 


« December 10, —Let nothing trouble you. God will 
take care of you; abandon yourself to Him with con- 
fidence. Providence will show you what to do; but, 
according to your request, I will not allow you to put 
off the holy habit. » 


_ « December 11. — We must be more regular and 
fervent than ever because of the evil times. If the Ins- 
' titute is to cease in France, let it be in testifying to 
Our Lord an ardent love anda great desire to save 
souls. » 


« December 14, — Lay aside all your uneasiness. Be 
troubled at nothing : All goes well that is to say, as 
God wishes. Pray much for the Institute ; ask for its 
preservation in France, and the perseverance of its 
members in their holy Vocation. Perform some gener- 
ous penances for so many sins. » 


In the eyes of Brother Exurenren the greatest was 
the fight against God by the destruction of the 
Congregations. One day he said with tears to one 
of his secretaries : « They take my Brothers away 
from me! What laws! My poor Brothers! » 


« On December 23rd, he seemed to be somewhat 
improved in general. He left the infirmary and all 
began to hope again. Joyful, he assisted in the cha- 


sis 
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pel at the offices for the feast of Christmas. In the 
evening he wrote the following letter : 


« My very dear Brother : 


« Your good letter gave me much pleasure, May 
God be blessed for all it has pleased Him to grant you. 
The essential, you know, is to go straight to bim : To 
.do nothing naturally, through custom or human mo- 
tives; but all by the guidance of his Spirit, and with a 
view to pleasing Him. My healt his improved; two days 
ago I left the infirmary and once again I am leading my 
usual life. May God’s will be done in all. I recommend 
you above all to take Our Lord as your friend and your 
confidant. Let Him reign over you and over all your 
conduct ; serve Him with a joyful heart, All my wishes, 
all my prayers for you are contained in these two 
words: Sanctify yourself. 

« Yours in Our Lord, 
« Brother Exupenien. » 


December, 25th, 1904, 


This improvement in his health did not continue: 
on the 26th of December he fell back again comple-. 
tely exhausted; he fought on, however. On the morn- 
ing of the 27th, one of the Brothers Infirmarian 
went to his desk to tell him that the doctor wished 
to see him. He at once laid down his pen, leaving a 
word half written and left his cell which he was 
never more to enter. « No doubt the doctor will order 
me complete rest in the Infirmary, » he said to his 
secretary and he gave him instructions regarding 
various matters. To this Brother who promised him 
that his limbs would soon be cured, he said: « It 
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is not there the evil is, not there! » Then, pointing 
to his heart, he added with an accent of inexpres- 
sible sadness : « It is there! » and he went on to 
the infirmary. It was indeed his heart that was 
transpierced by the law that destroyed our Institute 
in France. . 


CHAPTER XV 


Last Illness and Death of Brother Exuperien. 


When he reached his room in the infirmary, Bro- 
ther Assistant said to the Brother who received him : 
« This time I come to prepare for death. » By obed- 
ience he took everything ordered. At the end of the 
yearnumerous letters containing good wishes for the 
New Year were arriving — all of which contained 
promises of prayers for his health. However he 
answered the letter of a poor Brother who was 
suffering much and in whom he was much inte- 
rested : 


« My very dear Brother : 


« Your letter tells me that you are in the solitude 
of...and | am pleased to know that you are content 
there. 

« Respond faithfully to the precious grace God gives 
you and you will there find the happiness you tasted 
not elsewhere. How good God is to those who truly 
seek Him! It is easier to find Him in the solitude where 
sickness detains you than elsewhere. 
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« Twill pray that Our Lord may give you the lights 
necessary to appreciate solely by faith your physical 
pains, and the troubles experienced by true children of 
the Institute at present, the Superiors especially, 

« From time to time meditate on the following 
thoughts : « Give God all He asks and receive all He 
gives. Be content with God and He will be content with 
you. » (P. de Ponlevoy). 

. « We are on earth to expiate, to suffer and to die. At 
present I have the happiness of understanding and 
willing what God wants of me. In suffering I fulfil my 
Christian vocation and I pay my debts as a sinner» 
(Louis Veuillot). 

« There ina few remarkable words is what you and 
I have to do. I say « I » because I have lagged behind 
for some time. I am without strength ; the doctor seems 
to have a bad opinion of me. My heart is not regular. 
I cough much. My voice is weak. Is my active life 
nearing its end ? Possibly, and I have a foreboding of 
it. God’s will be done! He knows better than we what 
is best for us. We have all to gain in giving Him carte 
blanche : let us do so heartily. 


Yours, in Our Lord, 
Brother Exurenien, » 


29th December 1904. 


On the 31st of December some Brothers of the 
Mother House begged leave to present him their 
compliments for the New Year. He was most kind 
to them all. One of them recounts the visit as fol- 
lows: 


« We found Brother Exuperren reading the me- 
ditation of St. De La Salle for the 31st of December. 
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—« You see lam preparing my meditation for this 
evening. — I do so little of it! » — « At least, Bro- 
ther Assistant, you have good will, since you make 
your preparation! » — « Yes, to do one’s best to 
please Our Lord and then to feel one’s powerlessness, 
_ and submit oneself to the will of God, that is good. 
My dear child, what a lovely meditation is that of 
St. De La Salle for to-day ! What we have failed 
in during the year, towards God: What consider- 
ations for the end of a year! What an examination 
at the end of a life time! » 

« On wishing him the realization of his projects 
for the year he said : Be my life long or short, it 
matters little: What we must make sure of, is how 
we employ it. As far as | am concerned, I am off, 
for God seems to call me. May you, my dear child- 
ren, live long to love Our Lord much, to make Him 
loved, and to see the Institute emerge from its 
trials. » 

He went that same evening to the room of the 
M. H. Brother Superior accompanied by the other 
Brothers Assistants. But the Superior would not al- 
low him to offer any speech, owing to his weak con- 
dition. 

« Allow me but a few words dear Brother Su- 
perior », said Brother Exurerien, « it will be short. » 


« Most Honpured Brother Superior, 


« With my venerated colleagues, | wish you : 

«4st A holy and happy year, and the consolation to see 
the supernatural spiritincrease in all the Brothers. 

« 2nd The joy to soon see the end of the terrible trial 
which we undergo. May this trial be an occasion of 


i 
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merit for all by an entire submission to the most holy 
Will of God. » 

« I shall add thatI wish you may soon see your first 
Assistant cured, the condition of whose health causes 
you so much worry. » 


At half past five, Brother Exurerien was in the 
midst of the Brothers who came to offer the Super- 
ior General the expression of their respect and ye- 
neration, That was the last time he was seen with the 
community. On the morning of January 1st 1905 
he was stricken with facial paralysis. He was no 
more to leave his room in the infirmary, where the 
thought of God alone occupied him. 


« How long the time would seem to me », he said, 
« if I could no longer meditate and pray! Happily lam 
still able to offer to the good God my want of power to 
work, my sufferings and my prayers for all the Broth- 
ers. May Our Lord bless the labors of those who teach 
school. May He grant the sick to sanctify their suffer- 
ings bya perfect resignation to His holy will,» 

« Sincel am no longer able to be of use to the Broth- 
ers, may the good God in His great mercy call me to 
Paradise. However, may His will be done, and not 
mine. » 


Often he prayed in a loud voice : 


« Lord, I love Thee! I wish to love Thee still more, let 
itbe by suffering, let it be by working. My God, my 
only desire is to do Thy holy will. Have pity on met 
Be merciful to me! Call mé to Thee and while awaiting 
that day, grant that I may love Thee always more and 
more. » 
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A At times he would talk to the Brothers of the 
; infirmary about the works to which he had devoted 
his life and he would unbosom his favorite thoughts: 
, 
. 


_ « Every Society, every Association should seek only 
the glory of God and the salvation of souls. God blesses 
those who work for Him. Letus pray that he increase 
faith and holy love in apostolic men to quickly repair 
te ravages which are being multiplied in our poor 
France. Let us pray to our holy Founder to make known 
to usthe value of souls as he knew it himself. Oh, how 
fruitful is the Apostolate of a Brother animated with 
the spirit of his Founder, who imitates his examples, 
and who becomes such a penitent as the Founder was. 
Let us pray for the Brothers charged with the works 
of perseverance. May the love of God and of souls be 
; their only motive. » 


i | 


oe 


By a last effort Brother Assistant tried to write a 
few short notes to some Brothers Directors : these 
were his leavetakings. 


« January 2, 1905, — Be the model for all. Bring 
your religious family to Our Lord by your prayers, 
your sacrifices and your examples. The more eyil the 
times, the more we must perform our personal and 
professional duties with exactitude and generosity. » 

« January 3, 1905, — Let Our Lord reign over you 
and over all your conduct. The more everything be- 
comes disjointed the more we must keep to the Rule 
and serve God with all our heart, » 


A limited few of the Brothers were admitted to 
the sick-room ; his fatigue was becoming extreme. 
He said to one of his secretaries : « Pray Our Lord 


13. 
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to grant me perfect contrition for my sins. » — He 
also asked this grace through the Most Blessed Vir- 
gin reciting his rosary. 


The condition of his health became so serious on 
the 5th of January, that the following day, Epi- 
phany, was settled upon to administer the last Sa- 
eraments. Often during the night Brother Assistant 
longed to advance the hour for the ceremony : he 
feared that his death was imminent. On the 6th 
there were assembled around his bed the M. H. 
Brother Superior General, several Assistants and 
Visitors and some of those who had been associated 
with him in his works for youth. The first Chaplain 
of the Mother House recalled to Brother Exupenien 
the example of St. De La Salle who on his death: 
bed said : J adore in all things the conduct of God 
in my regard. He exhorted him to be entirely con- 
formed to the divine Will. Brother Exurerren till 
then exhausted, responded energetically: « Yes, 
yes, with all my heart. » The Chaplain then asked 
him to bless the Institute and its apostolic work. 
At first Brother Exurerien showed a humble resis- 
tance but upon further request, ceded. With the 
faltering hand of the sick man in his own, the 
priest pronounced the formula of benediction. 


« Onthe 7th of January » said the second Chap- 
lain, « | saw Brother Exurerten again and he said 
to me: 


« They told me that it was not yet necessary to re- 
ceive Extreme Unction. I have myself asked for the sa- 


Renee 
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aA skort of the sick, and I am happy to have received 
Behe: For the last few days I feel it difficult to think or to 
- speak, and I wished to avail myself of my little re- 
_ maining strength. Now that all is over I have but one 
_ desire : to receive Holy Communion often. » 
Ce » 


The second phapiers continues : 


ae eiBeally, he lived only to communicate. The 


er he felt for the Eucharistic Bread made him 


ind the days long. Often it was bya really signal fav- 
r he recovered consciousness sufficiently to receive 
ur Lord. In proportion as his strength failed, deli- 
um gained control, but when asked if he wished 


0 communicate he emerged from this painful state, 


2 eee his lively acquiescence and with love 
Id begin his preparation. » 


PPG. 
reas 


oe: Fis presence of mind often shakes itself pro- 
- digious in the intentions formulated at each Com- 

_ munion. He varied his intentions frequently and his 

_ expressions showed that he was faithful till death to 

F the programme ofzeal and holiness that he had traced 

out for himself. One day he said: « 1 am going 
to communicate to obtain from Our Lord for our 
Brothers what I am no longer able to exhort them 
to; « That they may love Jesus much and be charit- 
able one to the other. » 

On January 10th, he received the blessing of His 
Holiness Pope Pius X. He grew weaker and weaker. 
His thoughts even in his delirium were for God and 
thé Institute. One day he said to the Chaplain: « I 
should wish to be a victim of prayer and penance. » 
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At times his soul was troubled and he thought his 
administration was not as supernatural as it should 
have been. « These were the scruples of a saint » 
said the priest. « And I tried to redouble his confid- 
ence in the Mercy of God. « See here, I said, a grand 
occasion to please the good God. You see yourself 
poorand miserable ; you have nothing to offer Him: 
then offer Him your misery and confidence, and 
appeal to His Mercy. » He began to weep and in af ew 
moments I renewed the Sacramental Absolution. 

His last fifteen days were filled with the thought 
and the desire of death. He felt it approaching by 
the weakness of the body and the obscuration of his 
intelligence. He was perfectly resigned to the Will 
of God. « I have never wished for anything else but 
the will of God, » said he. 


His only regret in leaving the earth was that he 
could no longer work for the Institute. Tears came 
to his eyesas he spoke of his cherished works. 

— « Dear Brother Assistant » said the Superior 
General, « say the prayer of St. Martin. » 

— « Oh, I have said it. » 

— « Are you entirely resigned to the divine 
Will? » 

— « Yes, yes, all that God wishes. » 

In these holy dispositions he was journeying to- 
wards his eternity. A few days before his death one 
of his secretaries asked: 

— « How are you dear Brother Assistant? » 

— « I am going to Heaven », he said. 

— « I beg God to grant you a good journey. » 


—— > J hope 50. » 


+ 
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— « When you arrive there, will you think of 
me? » 

— « Yes, very particularly. » 

Several Brothers also received his adieux, and he 
left each one of them a thought as his last recom- 
mendation. It was that which during life he had 
most frequently recalled to them : « My child », he 
said to one « to thank God for so many graces you 
have received often say : Lord one day in Thy house 
is worth a thousand elsewhere. Do not forget to do 
all by the conduct of God, by the movement of His 
Spirit, and with a view to pleasing Him. » 

When this Brother said to him : « I would gladly 


give my life to restore you to health. » 


. Brother Assistant reflected a moment and said : 
« The holy Will of God before everything. » 

«A few days before his death, » writes another 
Brother, « he had the kindness to ca!l for me. Dur- 
ing the conversation, that I tried to curtail on ac- 
count of his extreme weakness, he inquired with 
great tenderness of certain works and certain souls 
who were particularly dearto him. He held my hand 
firmly in his and at last, when I insisted on with- 
drawing, he said : « Very well, go and do all the 
good you can. » I felt by the accent of his yoice and 
the recollection on his features, that this was his last 
testament to those of whom he had been speaking, 
as well as (o me. He was thought to be at the end 
on the evening of Wednesday the 25th. The M. 
H. Brother Superior General, five Assistants and 
some other Brothers recited the prayers for the 
agonizing. The sick man heard all but remained 
without movement. 


ae 
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A Brother writes: « On the 27th I entered the 
room of our holy Brother Assistant and as soon as 
he saw me, he said: 

— «1 was just thinking of you. » 

— « We pray very much for you. » 

— « May God’s will be done. » 

— « Dear Brother Assistant, kindly give me your 
blessing. » 

— «lam too poor acreature to bless you. » 

— «I beg of you, dear Brother Assistant, bless 
me. » : 

— « If you knew what a poor creature I am, you 
would not ask that. Why do you wish itso much? » 

— «lask your blessing because you are my Sup- 
erior and my Father. » 

— « Very well then, my child, I will do so. » 

After he had blessed me, I added: « When you 
see Our Lord ask him that we may all love him 
much. » Then Brother Exuperren turned his eyes 
toward Heaven and smiled : « To love Our Lord is 
everything! But we must Jove Him to the entire 
sacrifice of ourselves. » And as I kissed his hand, 
he said: « My mission is ended. » 


The last few days of his life were very painful. 
His only consolation was the Holy Communion. The 
Chaplains came to see him often and renewed the 
absolution. 

The second Chaplain writes: « On the morning 
of the 31st of January, the day of his death, he se- 
veral times gave signs of consciousness. He evinced 
the feeling that death was but the passage to Eternal 
Life. Toward noon I suggested to him some ejacul- 
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i Fier? prayers, He opened his eyes: in the effort to 
_ follow me. And as I was leaving him I took him by, 
the hand and said ; « Till bye and bye, in Paradise?» 
He opened his eyes fully and raised his head and 
with a murmur : « Yes. » 

: At five i in the evening, the Infirmarian said: « Do 
you wish to go to Heaven? »— « Oh,yes! » he said. 

‘quarter to twelve while the prayers for the agon- 
x were being said a second time, he breathed 
his last sigh, with absolute calmness. He was in his 
th year, the 58th of religion and the 32nd as ck 
int. 


His days were full, for he never had other solic- 
le than to love God and make Him loved. He had 
= -hausted himself in this work and now he reposes 
n peace. 
-< Sct was, indeed, an expression of peace and calm 
a Jat appeared on his mortal remains during the two 
. ys that they were exposed in the parlor of the 
- Mother House. A cross, some candles and a few 
palms were the only ornaments. He had made the 
- doctrine of the cross triumphant in himself ; what 
es a reception he must have received from the ‘diving 
Crucified. Upon his ascetic face, on his hands that 
seemed to be telling his beads, candles shed their 
light as he had spread the light of his teachings for 
so many years. The palms well became this fighter, 
this victor who had triumphed in the great battle 
that led him to sanctity. 
The Brothers prayed around his bier and invoked 
his aid, for all felt that the Institute had lost a saint, 
or lather that there was one more in the triumphant 
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phalanx that surrounded St. De La Salle in Heaven. 


A Brother writes us: « I know the spotlessness 
that the divine justice demands. I do not forget the 
responsibilities ofa man who had passed his life in 
the administration of a great Institute, but still itis 
hard for me to pray for Brother Exuperien. | forget 
human frailty to see only his eminent virtues and I 
pray him to be propitious to us in our present 
trial. » 


« I admit, » said another, « that 1 pray less for 
Brother Exuperien than to him. For twenty years I 
heard him called a saint ; for thirty years 1 saw him 
live the life of a saint. As the saints, he led an hum- 
ble penitent life, united to God and devoted to men, 
He was at the summit of perfection and he. invited 
us up thither. His life has been to me one of the 
most beautiful triumphs of grace. » 


The saint is dead. Such then was the eloquent 
simplicity of the eulogy of Brother Exuperien, It 
was pronounced not alone by religious of his own 
order, but by priests and men of the world. The 
reputation for holiness is what he left in his passage 
through life. What more glorious trace can mortal 
leave? 

His obsequies took place on Friday, February 3rd, 
4905 in the Church of St. Francis Xavier. The Sua- 
perior General and his Assistants; the Brothers Vis- 
itors of Paris and many hundreds of Brothers; the 
Vicars General, several Paris Curés and a great 


number of priests ; noted personages belonging to 


; 
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various Catholic works, to the Chamber of Depu- 
ties, the Senate and public administration ; deputa- 
tions from several schools and the works of perse- 


_yerance, formed the cortege at his funeral. 


_ After the divine office the body was placed in the 


church vault till the day following when it was 
_ brought to Athis where it reposes, awaiting the 
_ Resurrection. 


Many were the letters of condolence received on 
the occasion of the death of Brother Exurerten. We 


_ have already given some of these and will nowcite 


a few others. From some pages written by the Ba- 


‘ron de Courcel, sometime Ambassador at London, 


we quote: 


« I have known Brother Exurenien for nearly a quar- 
ter of a century. I knew him when he was with the Most 
Honoured Brother Joseph who was then the Superior 
General of the Institute of the Brothers of the Christian 
Schools. He was the confidant of that creative mind, 
ideally pure and tender. 

« In imitation of his Patron the master Carpenter of 
Nazareth, the adoptive father of Christ, Brother Joseph 
watched with continual care over the precious deposit 
confided to him by Providence. Christian youth was 
the object of his constant thought. In order to rear them 
in virtue and preserve them from moral danger, he 
wished to have them surrounded with all kinds of ins- 
titutions capable of defending them against the conta- 
gion of vice and pernicious doctrine : earnest study, 
primary and professional, constantly improving; re- 
creative clubs for leisure hours; patronages; rooms for 
students, as for example at the well fitted Francs- 
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Bourgeois, of which he was the organizer and father; 
edifying retreats in the healthy country air at Athis- 
Mons, arranged and enlarged after his plans, his fa- 
vourite abode and his last resting place. 


« In all these projects and beneficent enterprises, 
Brother Exurrrnien was the assiduous collaborator, the 
wise, practical counsellor. He had the most suitable 
qualities to sustain what the persuasive power, the 
gentle persistence of his Superior had set going. Watch- 
ful, attentive, always ready for exterior action, with 
an infinity of prudence and discretion he helped in all . 
negotiations without ever compromising any, and thus 
proved himself a most valuable instrument for the go- 
vernment of that great Association of Brothers spread 
throughoutso many Empires and Republics. 

« In the hour when the vicissitudes of French Poli- 
tics opened ‘for the Brothers an epoch full of dangers 
and when it seemed as if Christian education was in- 
compatible with what we had come to consider the 
true republican spirit, the firmness, the activity of Bro- 
ther Exurenien were of great help to the excellent Bro- 
ther Joseph, The liberal and confiding nature of Brother 
Joseph was severely affected by the actual events, Torm- 
ented by sad foreboding, he believed himself res- 
ponsible for the sad destinies of his dear Community, 
The trial was too heavy for that delicate nature; he 
sank under it. 

After the death of Brother Joseph, the rdle of Bro- 
ther Exurenten appeared still more important. The 
new Superior General had from the very beginning 
placed entire confidence in him. At the Superior Coun- 
cil of Public Instruction, of which he was a member, 
he defended with perseverance and courage, but always 
with perfect simplicity, the cause of liberty of teaching, 
the necessity for the country that education should be 








en a law voted by Parliament, declared it inadmis- 

le for. any member of a religious Cobgnegaton to 
giv instruction in France. » 

4 # hee At least, while he had a seat in the Council, he 








maert surrounded with unanimous respect. » 





e mphatic in his speech. His language was not farfet- 


1 the vivacity of his convictions always left an 
ession of the sincerity ofa good man and the be- 
olence of his intentions. Severe on himself, under 
most natural exterior, none save those who knew 
most intimately were aware that he practised the 
rigid austerity. Always ready for the humblest 
s he could ascend without difficulty to general 
ussions and knew how to defend with subtlety, 
€ interests of his Order before great personages. » 
ott « He loved youth. His task of predilection was to 
ad nable them to pass unscathed through the early perils 
fe and on to the labour of mature age. In re-unions 
‘of children and retreats of young men where he found 
is ‘ axation from his grave cares, he loved to speak to 
; on some moral questions or some religious prac- 
tice. His teachings were serious and his counsels severe, 
but penetrated with a living warmth. He knew how 
to convince and to edify. » 
_ « True child of the people, like the greater number 
of his Brothers, he always remained within reach of 
the people, knowing their weaknesses and their vir- 
tues, striving to protect them against the former and 
Strengthen them in the practice of the latter. All his 
efforts tended to assure them the inestimable benefit 
of,moral teaching, given in France as beyond our 
















frontiers. by masters, unassuming indeed but faithful 


ous and moral, He was at last obliged to retire 


the satisfaction of seeing his robe Co his cha-— 
«He was in no way affected in his manners nor 


d, sometimes even a littlecommon place,butstamped 
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to the precepts of the Gospel. The disfavour of the age 
seems to threaten to their very foundations the philan- 
thropic undertaking of popular education established 
by St. John Baptist De La Salle, Brother Exupernien had 
reached the front rank of the vast administration into 
which that work had developed. His disappearance will 
leave a great void. But how fatal to our country, to its 
moral consistency, to the spread of its language and 
ideas abroad, would be the destruction of that same 
Institute of which to his last hour, this zealous seryant 
was one of the strongest supports. » 


It was for the retreats that Brother Exupenten 
spent himself with most admirable zeal. It was there- 
fore at Athis that he could be best studied and un- 
derstood, The Abbé Bainvel, Professor of Moral 
Theology at the Catholic Institute of Paris, and Ca- 
non Dubois, Missionary Apostolic, were often at 
Athis during the retreats. The following letters 
testify to their profound esteem for Brother Exupg- 
RIEN : 


Paris, Feb. Sth. 1905. 


« My very dear Brother : 


« I had only passing acquaintance with Brother 
Exurerien, and as he scarcely ever spoke of himself I 
cap only give you the impression of one w ho saw him 
merely from the outside, 

« Above all one felt that he was supernatural. All his 
preoccupations were for the good of souls. His zeal was 
indefatigable, always alive and ingenious, inventive, 
practical, It was not an activity simply natural with no 
interior life: rather, one guessed that this interior life 
was intense within him. The busy man, overburdened 
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with work seemed to move: in an atmosphere of in- 


terior recollection; he possessed his soul in God and 
that, with his activity, which should otherwise have 
appeared at times somewhat feverish, made an im- 
pression of supernatural harmony. Grace gave him 
some air of recollection and calm. 

« One can recall with whata profound tone of con- 


_viction he recited the prayers or presided thereat: he 


_ was in the world of faith. One saw that this man must 


have prayed much and prayed well. Hence it was quite 
natural for one staying in the big room beside the 
chapel at Athis to hear him — for one guessed it was 
he — get up an hour at least before the community 


_ and goto the chapel for mental prayer: he thus imitated 


his holy Founder. It was especially in the form of the 
Spirit of faith, being the Spirit of his Institute, that ihe 
supernatural showed itself in him. But one took him to 
be pious without his piety manifesting itself in his ord- 
inary relations by great transports or great expansion. 
It was practical love, the complete gift of himself, This 
man lived only for God and souls: he forgot himself. 
He was known to be very mortified and it was said he 
preached nothing so much as mortification, He preached 
it by example as well as or more than by word: for 
him the supernatural life meant a mortified life; he 
marvelously understood that a Brother's life ought to 
be a life of mortification, 

« It might easily be surmised how hard he was on 
himself. How he forgot his own ease and spent himself 
without counting the cost wasvisible to all. How often, 
after his long prayers, after hearing Mass and making 
thanksgiving for the Holy Communion, he called the 
Brothers together, addressed them and then left in 
haste, forgetting nothing but the care of his own health! 
He seemed to be made of iron, that nervous, compact 
lite body, at the complete service of an indomitable 
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mind. It is wonderful all he did, precise, well-ordered 
without losing a minute, always on the stretch, i 
under pressure. 

« More than his activity, did I admire his anxiety to 
inspire the supernatural spirit, the interior life, in the 
Brothers, He had seen that without this spirit there is 
no apostolic work, no religious life, and as every view 
with him was practical, he labored toward accom- 
plishing this with all his persistency, all his power of 
ingenious combination and inventive organization. 
What he did to multiply and organize the retreats is 
beyond compare.He made Athis a hearth always glow- 
ing with spiritual and apostolic life. 

« What can we say of his zeal for souls? A vocation 
saved or lost was of capital concern to him. And he 
who was so severe by nature, and so exacting through 
love for duty, became indulgent and good to pardon, to 
set up again and to help a good will. There one felt 
the father in him. Those alone who experienced his 
kindness can say what he has been to them. 

« This wielder of men, who would seem sometimes | 
to see in men only counters to place and to use — 
(always, as I said fora supernatural end) — loved 
souls, and nothing was so touching as to see the re- 
sources of his fertile, inventive mind at work bent on 
saving someone, His subtlety and diplomacy were not 
of the political kind, but were governed by views 
of faith and zeal. 

« Zeal ingenious and inventive. He always had a 
thousand projects in his head, a thousand schemes in 
reserve; and he excelled in the art of utilizing the ta- 
lents of each one, proposing now this, now that, tena- 
cious of the purpose aimed at, flexible as to the means, 

« Yes flexible when he had seen. And when he had 
seen, he counted not the cost of execution, and he knew 
how to make meritorious sacrifices of personal ideas 
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shrined in a long series of practical measures, 
« The strong man, the man of action is ordinarily an 
timist and i is often candid. Without being incurably 
optimistic or over- ingenuous the venerated Brother had 9 
a fund of optimism and of candour rays of which shone 
his smile. It was one of his charms and brought 
a success, He saw the good side of that official world 
which he had relations. He believed in good 
rds and hoped on, despite the indications of the 
n. He was compelled to yield to evidence; I still 
him say to me, like a man emerging at last from | 
ion: « They have no consideration either for popu- 


ity or for services rendered. » This discovery tore his 
“3 e 





















“Another charming feature of his simplicity was 
ate attention to please. Athis is distant from ' 
and news does not always reach there. When ae 
bar Brother Exurenten appeared he usually brought | ; 
© newspaper, a new book, whatever he thought 
a nature to interest a person. Is it not in thesetrifles = 

at the kind heart is revealed? : 
" - Please accept, my very dear Brother, this little that = 
-Isend you as a mark of my veneration for the dear 
_ deceased, and of my religiousattachmentin OurLord.» 























eh ve « J.-V. Batnve, 
ret - Professor of Moral Theology, 


Catholic Institute, Paris. » ie 


Levallois, February 22, 1905. 


« My very dear Brother: | 

° . : : oe 

« Cireamstances placed me in relations with dear | 
Brother Exurenien and I have many a time blessed 
Providence for it. [had the consolation of being pre- 


sem at his obse squies which were a cordial and mag 
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nificent homage to the venerated deceased. He had 
done good to so many souls ! 

What I most admired in him was his spirit of Faith 
that gave him the supernatural sense of things, and 
of events. How often I saw his features light with joy 
when our conversation turned on the highest ascetic 
questions. He was eager to hear conversation on the 
deepest mysteries that he meditated unceasingly. I 
pdmired his deference to the words of the priest even 
on questions which he sometimes knew better than his 
interlocutor. » 

« When then shall we see God! » had he often said 
to me, « and the souls we shall have saved! » I have 
often been witness of that preoccupation which some- 
times tortured him. He would have wished to assure 
Heaven to all his Brothers and all the young people 
reared by them. The reunions at Athis, the clubs, the 
patroaages did not yet suffice for him. « We do not 
yet sufficiently get at the soul, » he used to tell me, 
« and it is the soul we must catch and keep for Our 
Lord. » You know then how much his solicitude for the 
Brothers led him to undertake. He loved to see them in 
retreats and would wish them to depart therefrom all 
holy and fervent. Well lremember how his heart was set 
on retreats for the Soldier-Brothers. I preached seyeral 
of them along with him. At such times he remained 
long hours in prayer. He multiplied his vigils and acts 
of mortifications to such an extent that I remarked 
his loss of flesh and his weary look as if he had been 
weeping fora long time. One day he recommended to 
me in a special way a young Brother just returned 
from the regiment and who was suffering cruel temp- 
tations, For three days we surrounded him with the 
most delicate care, Was the victory won later ? [ do not 
know; but dear Brother Exurenten said to me in the 


evening, on our way to the railway-station ; « Ah, a 
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soul! I understand how Our Lord could die to save: 
it, but | would’wish that all understood it. 

« Ido not think that he ever did an act through 
human motives. God knows how the trials you are pass- 
ing through in these latter times made him suffer, 
but his calm of soul was not troubled for an instant. 
He was stronger than the cross he had to carry. But as 
Our Lord gives us crosses in proportion to our spiritual 


strength, we may judge of his sanctity by the weight 


of his heavy Cross. Of course, | am not his judge, but 


Ihave confidence in his eternal future. There are few 


characters like him in Our day. He took after those 
generous souls of the {7th century a true son of his 
Blessed Founder. 

« There, my very dear Brother, are a few of my sou- 
venirs. I retain those that are personal; but I admit 
that ] was always a bit ashamed of myself when he 
came to confession and I used to be tempted to beg 
his blessing after the sacramental pardon I gave him 
in the name of Our Lord. Oh, how blessed are they who 
spread around them such an odor of virtue! 

« Accept, ‘my dear Brother, the assurance of my de- 
votedness the most respectful and faithful in Our Lord, 


« L. M. Dosors, 
« Honorary Canon, 
Missionary Apostolic. » 


We all know how anxious was Brother Exurerten 
to see the spirit of St. De La Salle animate all his 


- disciples, and to raise up faithful imitators of him. 


In order that the life and spirituality of our Blessed 
Father might be more thoroughly known he put 
himself in communication with priests renowned for 
the soundness of their doctrine their knowledge of 
asceticism, and theirtalentas writers. He asked them 
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to compose books and brochures on spiritaal matters: 


and we find these in the libraries of all our Gom- 


munities to-day. Many of these ecclesiastics have ren- 
dered testimony to the virtues of Brother Exuperten. 
We cite the letters of Abbé Guibert, Superior of the 
Seminary of the Catholic Institute of Paris, and of 
Abbé Gaveau, colaborer and intimate friend of Bro- 
ther Assistant. 


Paris, Feb, 2nd, 1905. 


« Most honored Brother, 


« Lam attached to your dear Institute by ties too strong 
not to keenly feel the great loss which now affliets you. 
With you I lament for dear Brother Exurenten, for 
with you I full well know the immense void his depar- 
ture leaves in your Community. If God willed to do 
His work in this world without the aid of men, the 
departure of any man would be of little consequence, 
But Providence works only by human hands, and so 
when arms as strong and active as those of our dear 
departed leave this world, we can scarcely refrain 
from considering it as an immense loss. It is true that 
God in His infinite goodness knows how to raise up 
generous sons to replace the Fathers who have gone, 
nevertheless, it is our duty to pay homage of gratitude 
to the good workmen that have laid down their lives 
in the cause of God, 

« I have had the honor of knowing Brother Exupraren 
pretty intimately for the past twelve years. It was he 
who discovered whatever good was in the manuseript 
pages of the Educateur Apdtre, and he wished to pub- 
lish the first edition. It is to him certainly that | owe 
the amount of good that the book has done. Since that 
time he has asked me for several works, among them 
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being the Culture of Vocations which responded to one 
of his most cherished preoccupations, and the History 
of St. John Baptistde la Salle which he wished to serve 
for the glorification of your illustrious and well beloved 
Father, ' 

«I have thus been brought into close and cordial rela- 
tions with Brother Exurenten and have had opportu- 
nities to judge him according to his merits. What always 
struck me in him was his profound spirit of faith, the 
thought of God ever present, zeal for the glory of God 
deeply graven in his heart. In order that God might 
reignin him, he didnot spare himself, and often I came 
upon signs of a mortification far from common. He 
was devoured with the desire to have God reign in your 
Brothers, whose spiritual life he followed so closely ; 
he wished to have God reign in the world, and that is 
the reason why he labored so hard for the schools, why 
he contributed so much to the formation of modern 
works of perseverance of youth ; why he was so ardent 
for the recruiting of your Novitiates. | admired above 
all his fidelity to his vocation, His whole soul was in 
the Institute; nothing interested him but the progress 
and the apostolic works of the Institute. He was always 
for God and for the interests of God as they are for- 
warded in the Institute. 

«1 loved his character : his spirit of discipline always 
so exact had not extinguished the promptings of the 
heart: his lofty and comprehensive mind took in wide 
horizons; he was delicate, obliging, devoted, faithful, 
and at one and the same time a man of distinction and 
areligious of strict observance. 1, who have made the 
acquaintance of all the historic figures of your Insti- 
tute, do not hesitate to put Brother Exurenien in the 
front rank, side by side with your most eminent Sup- 
eriors General. His memory must not be lost among 
you. The Institute owes him too much to forget him; 
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he has given too many beautiful examples of virtue for — 
you to allow his memory to perish, 

« Pardon me, my most honored Brother, for allowing 
myself to talk so freely of what I think of this saintly » 
religious. If he has little need of my prayers, because — 
he has deserved to go without delay to his reward, I 
will enter into his views by asking of God that. your | ~ 
Institute may always preserve the perfume of his lively _ 
piety, the strength of his discipline, and the impulse — 
of his apostolic spirit. Having been initiated by him — a 
to esteem and love your Institute I desire toassure you, 
my most honored Brother, how greatly I shall still — 
remain respectfully attached and devoted to you in One 


Lord. 4 
« J. Guinert, aa 
« Superiot of the Seminary, 


of the Catholic Institute of Paris.» 
. 


« My very dear Brother, . 

« I should like to speak to you of Brother Exurenien — 
as he deserves, but my inability, alas, will allow me— 
to say but little about such a man. 

« Brother Exurenten had a beautiful mind, a great 
loftiness of thought, strong reasoning power and sound — 
judgment, remarkable depth and quickness of insight. 
He had a cultivated mind, keen and penetrating, He had 
the feeling of the beautiful highly developed, and the 
fertility of his imagination carried him without much 
Joss through business dealings and the wear and tear 
of old age. Till the very end he preserved his memory 
intact, that valuable auxiliary of persons charged with 
many cares. 

« He possessed great sensitiveness but always had it 
under control, and his relations with others were cha- 
racterized by great delicacy, thoughtfulness, courtesy, 
graciousness, as well as by a certain simplicity, re- 


4 


Pes bn of ony Pe - 7 
* > . 


BRO. EXUPERIEN 317 


serve, dignity thatcharmed everybody. Notwithstanding 
his marvelous ease of elocution, he was always sober 
in speech, saying much in few words and always in an 
agreeable style. He was loyal, firm and conciliatory at 
the same time, full of energy, ardor, and persistency in 
the patient, skilful pursuit of his object. 

« Brother Exurenien always master of himself, bent 
all these God-given qualities toward practical ends 
with perfect equilibrium. It is thus he appeared to me ; 
and I have had many occasions to know that he was 
similarly judged by every eminent person with whom 
his duties placed him in contact whether they were of 
his way of thinking or not, 

« Brother Exupenten supernaturalized his rich nature, 
For this purpose he made use of a wonderful instru- 
ment, I mean the directions of St. De La Salle to his 
disciples. We find here all that can ennoble human 
nature, and place and maintain it in the sphere of 
the supernatural with extraordinary success. Brother 
Exurenien drew from this great source with ardor, 
intelligence and persistence. 

« It would be necessary to study intimately the writ- 
ings of St. De La Salle and his life by Blain, to realize 
to what a degree Brother Exurenien had his spirit, 
how closely he imitated him step by step all along the 
line, The spirit of faith, abnegation, detachment from 
everything and from himself, humility, penance, mace- 
rations, heroic generosity, voluntary immolation for 
the salvation of souls, all the virtues of the spiritual 
life were practised with vigor by Brother Exurenien in 
imitation of St. De La Salle, his father and founder, 

« Living thus in the supernatural world he fitted 
himself for conducting the Christian Schools accord- 
ing to the views of the Founder of the Institute, viz: 
to instruct children as secondary aim; to lead them to 
God as primary aim. Brother Exurensen enshrined that 
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I incomparable thought in a graceful comparison + : 
.* « Human knowledge is like the needle made to draw 
4 the golden thread of divine science. » 


« There can be no doubt that a most powerful grace _ 
from Heaven — I was going to say an exceptional 
grace — is absolutely necessary to realize such a design, 
So St. De La Salle established permanent prayer in the — 
Institute ; union with God and a spirit of prayer are its — 
very soul. Brother Exurenien made prayer the tissue of | 
hislife, absorbed though he was with exterior works. __ 

« I dare say that in these works, he followed as 
much the light of the spirit of faith as the bent of his 
heart. His piety was great. This was well known only 
to a few privileged persons who surprised him at — 
certain moments near the Blessed Sacrament, or saw 
him going, as though in secret, early in the morningto — 
some solitary chapel to receive Holy Communion, or 
found him prostrate before the Blessed Virgin whee he 
thought he was unnoticed. 





« In general all that was known of his zeal forprayer” 
was limited to his punctuality at the exercises of 
piety and to his profound recollection before the Altar. 
And yet words that escaped the lips of this great friend” 
= of Our Lord might lead one to guess many things on 
, this subject. « Jesus well deserves », said he « that we- 
should live heart to heart, and head to head with Him, » 
And again: « The more our life is, so to speak, devoured 
by feverish work, the more we should refresh our 
soul by frequent returns to Our Lord. » ¥ 

« Brother Exurenien realized that this spirit of St. De™ 
La Salle with which he is penetrated and which he ~ 
practises so energetically must also have absolute rule 
in the Institute if the great work of education is to be 
accomplished. Placed in a high position, he labored 
entirely to promote among the Brothers a renovation 
of the spiritual life and toinflame each one with this 
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desire. It was at this task that we all saw him ply his 
energy with an unheard of ardor. In the history of 
him which shall be written, we shall learn marvel- 
lous things concerning that providential apostolate, 
and we shall be astounded at the prodigious results 
obtained. » 

« [must say that there were found shallow minds 
that believed they discovered in Brother Exurenien an 
imperious necessity to act. They did not know his in- 
timate thought on what hecalled « exaggerated action 
and its dangers ». His moderation in everything, his 
perfect self-control, his sure judgment, and God’s help 
which he constantly implored, sheltered him from 
what, I admit, might have swept away a man with 
sails less extended to the wind, 

« Imust stop. You have my humble judgment on 
the worth of this man who certainly must be considered 
one of the great figures of the Institute of the Brothers 
of the Christian Schools. Oh, dear and holy Brother 
Exurenien, you who used to call me your « venerable 
friend », how you should have winced in your humil- 
ity, how I should have lost your friendship, if you could 
have foreseen that I would one day speak thus about 
you! But your life is about to be written, and the elo- 
quence of truth (you must submit to it) will set you up 
in brilliant relief. Will not that circumstance palliate 
my action in your eyes? 

« Kindly accept, my very dear Brother, the homage 


of my devotion in Our Lord, 
« A. GAvEAU. » 


My mission is finished! said Brother Exurerien, 
two days before his death. But God grants His ser- 
yants to live on in their teachings and examples. The 
example of Brother Assistant is for us an impetus 
to courageously practise all the virtues, to a faithful 
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imitation of St. John Baptist De La Salle. His teach- 
ing, direct echo of those of our Founder and Father, 
will not lose their efficacy because the lips that so 
liberally gave them are closed. In our labours he will 
say to us as formerly : Let us work for eternity. In 
our trials we shall hear him repeat again one of his 
maxims of predilection : « Courage! That which is 
“at present momentary and light of our tribulation, 
worketh for us above measure exceedingly an 
eternal weight of glory. » (Il Cor,, iv, 47). 
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